ite for 
Castle, 
rinting 
lation, 
erloo- 


an at 
Louse, 


arages 
Ltd., 


Ie 
—— 
— 4 


> Ss 








RICKER LIBRARY ARCHITECTURE 


UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS 


THE BUILDER 


Incorporating ARCHITECTURE & THE BRITISH ARCHITECT 


THE BUILDER HOUSE, CATHERINE STREET, ALDWYCH, LONDON, WCz2 





Telephones : 

Vol. clxxxviii June17,1955 No. 5861 

PRINCIPAL CONTENTS 
ARTICLES PAGE PAGE 
i DECENTRALISATION FROM 

0 ROGATE CONFERENCE aad BIG CITIES: TCPA Talk ... 1008 

a ARY 937 | BUILDING __ IN EASTERN 

BRI (ISH ARCHITECTS’ CON loncning cigar a = 
FERENCE: The  Architect’s PRICES OF MATERIALS _... 1011 
R sponsibilities in the wngiaadea “ RATES OF WAGES Je ... 1014 
O-ganisation até ; 89 eae 

RIBA: Council Blection Resules ... 1003 ouaauer ene aid aes pont 

HOJSING PROGRESS: April setae eli 
F'gures ... 1003 

> 

IN ARLIAMENT. Le . 1004 ILLUSTRATIONS 

RESEARCH AND DEVELOP- 

NT .. 1005 | SAXTON GARDENS _ RE- 

Lee . ; 1005 DEVELOPMENT AREA, 

‘i BUILDING» " INDUSTRY LEEDS: ByR.A.H.Livett ... 990 
BRAINS TRUST: Lively Dis- CHILDREN’S HOMES, LEEDS: 
cussion at LMBA Event... ... 1006 By R. A. H. Livett aan 991 

BUILDING EDUCATION _ ... 1007 | BRETTON HALL COLLEGE, 

ASSISTED WIRING SCHEMES: NEW HALL: By H. Bennett 994 
London Boroughs’ Petition ... 1007 * LUXBOROUGH HOUSE.” 

SMOKE ABATEMENT AND ST. MARYLEBONE, WI: By 
COUNCIL HOUSING 1007 O. Garry et . 996 


CONFERENCE FOLLOW-UP 


‘THE British Architects’ Conference just ended at Harro- 

gate has left an important legacy of matters which 
require attention by the building industry. The theme of 
this annual meeting, how to improve collaboration within 
the industry, was one calculated to attract maximum atten- 
tion, and what, but for transport difficulties, would have 
been a record attendance of Conference delegates got their 
teeth well into the subject. That they seldom bit twice in 
the same place was a pity, but was inevitable, perhaps, 
when considering the vast range covered by Sir Thomas 
Bennett and Mr. Woodbine Parish, and the supplementary 
contributions made by Mr. Grenfell Baines and Mr. Shep- 
pard Fidler. All these contributions (given elsewhere this 
week) meant that a large number of parallel threads were 
running through the proceedings which at times became 
more than tangled. Nor did the interim summings-up 
given from time to time by the four main speakers greatly 
clarify, as most of them consisted in the making of fresh 
points. 

Yet these threads, though proving difficult to bring 
together under Conference conditions, are vital and, if they 
can be unravelled, are capable of being spun into a lifeline 
for the industry. They are: 

(1) A tightening up of architects’ own office organisation, 
including handling of the client; 

(2) Education of architect and builder for management, 
by which is meant the scientific smoothing of building 
operations so that (in Mr. Parish’s words) they become for 
all concerned, from an architect to operative, a pleasure: 

(3) The need to regard economics as a factor in design, 
and the value of cost data if available; 

(4) The need to convince Government and local authori- 
ties that selective rather than open tendering is in their own 
interests no less than the industry’s. 
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NEWS SUMMARY 


A REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS at the British, Architects’ 
Conference held last week at Harrogate begins on page 989 


NOTTINGHAMSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL have decided to 
increase the size of their Architect's Department, but envisage 
giving 25 per cent of work to private architects. p. 999 


““THE BIGGEST BUILDING IN THE WORLD” is to be built 
in New York at a cost of 100m. dollars. p. 999 


MR. ASLIN, President RIBA, told the British Architects Confer- 
ence that, so far as he was concerned, the RIBA had no intention 
of having any form of trade union inside the RIBA. p. 1003 


THE NEW PARLIAMENTARY SESSION is expected to be 
** long and heavy.’ An outline of proposed new legislation 
affecting the building industry is given. p. 1004 


THE PRESIDENT OF THE BOARD OF TRADE has announced 
the construction of new atomic power stations. p. 1005 


THE METROPOLITAN BOROUGHS’ Standing Joint Com- 
mittee has petitioned the Government to introduce legislation to 
enable assisted wiring schemes to be worked by electricity 
boards. p. 1007 


In these points, as well as in a number of other lesser 
ones, there was obviously a general consensus of agree- 
ment, and, as Sir Thomas Bennett said in summing up, 
the fact that the architect was so clearly concerned for the 
builder, and vice versa, was of itself sufficient to justify 
any conference. But things must not rest there. As Mr. 
Grenfell Baines early remarked, there has been more than 
enough talk about improving organisation; the industry 
now looks for something to be done. The follow-up is 
clearly important if the good will and enthusiasm engen- 
dered at Harrogate are not to be dissipated. Two practical 
suggestions were made. The first, that the appropriate com- 
mittees of the RIBA should consider and report back to 
Council, has at first sight something to commend it. But 
we prefer Mr. Parish’s proposal for a Study Group to comb 
the wayward threads and bring forward proposals for 
action by the industry’s controlling bodies. The joint con- 
sultative committee of architects, quantity surveyors and 
builders which is in being may well be the right body, 
strengthened as we should hope, when required, by repre- 
sentatives of the operatives and subcontractors and 
specialists. This central body has in some cases its 
regional counterparts, and there is also much to be said 
for the discussion in the Allied Societies’ areas of a pre- 
pared agenda, in which local problems could be discussed. 

Whatever form this agenda may take, we should trust 
that what we consider to be the key to the matter of build- 
ing organisation may take a high place—the ways and 
means of improving the quality of the men entering the 
industry. Most if not all of the problems to which the 
Harrogate delegates referred will vanish if the quality of 
intake rises. This must be accepted as a long-term plan 
and in the meantime ad hoc measures to solve present diffi- 
culties must be found. But the eventual answer lies in the 
creation of a standard of ability and integrity founded in 
all the main partners to a building enterprise, and we forget 
it at our peril. 
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Notes of the Week 


BUILDING RESEARCH 


‘WHE presentation to the Minister of 

Works of the annual report of the 
Advisory Council on Building Research 
and Development was made the occasion 
of a Press conference at Lambeth Bridge 
House on Monday, when Sir George 
Gater, chairman, Sir Eric Seal, Deputy 
Secretary MoW, and Dr. F. M. Lea, 
Director of Building Research, answered 
questions on the work of the Council. In 
the report 400 research projects have 
been examined, and subjects particularly 
recommended for further study include 
heat and sound insulation, the use of 
space in houses and flats, the design of 
chimneys, reinforced and _ prestressed 
concrete studies aimed at saving materials 
and reducing costs, mechanisation and 
site organisation. Modular co-ordination 
is also under close review. 

In view of the interest shown by the 
British Architects’ Conference in cost 
data, it may be noted that the BRS is 
at present engaged in an analysis of the 
costs of high flats, though it will be some 
time before the results are made public. 
The industry will feel that more of this 
work should be done. Since the cost 
question has become a factor in design, 
the need for cost data of comparative 
methods and materials is all important, 
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and the Ministry are at present probably 
the only agency that can obtain them. 
This leads directly to the fact that the 
building industry, at present bottom of 
industries which contribute to research, 
should be doing more on its own account. 
It is true that there are over 35 research 
agencies connected with building which 
undertake research, 27 of them being 
grant-aided, but these are all engaged in 
work on special materials, and building 
(some of the large builders apart) does 
not sponsor any appreciable research on 
current problems, though a welcome sign 
is seen in the recent collaboration of the 
National Federation with BRS on three 
problems of current interest. 

It was disturbing to receive confirm- 
ation from the Ministry officials that the 
results of their scientific work are slow 
in getting through to the smaller builders. 
This makes one wonder whether more 
attention to cost data may not be the 
answer. Comparative information on 
materials in terms of cost would un- 
doubtedly be the best way of convincing 
builders of the value of research. The 
theory of self-help as a way of quicken- 
ing interest is as true of research as of 
anything else. Meanwhile, the Advisory 
Council deserves congratulation on the 
manner in which it continues to direct 
research in face of discouraging con- 
ditions. It is clear that when the present 
building boom decreases, only those firms 

which have taken the 








ARCHITECTURAL AWARD.—The RIBA London 

Architecture Bronze Medal for 1954 has been awarded 

in favour of the LCC Ackroydon Housing Estate Scheme, 

Wandsworth (Architect to the LCC : Dr. J. L. Martin, 

MA, FRIBA. Principal Housing Architect: H. J. 

Whitfield Lewis, ARIBA.) The scheme was illustrated 
in “ The Builder” of July 16, 1954. 


trouble to profit by research 
(which essentially consists 
in finding cheaper ways to 
do a better job) will easily 
survive. 


CITY ARCHITECTURE 

THE dismay felt by many 
at the generally poor archi- 
tectural quality of new 
buildings taking shape in 
the City of London, was ex- 
pressed by Mr. Maxwell 
Fry, CBE, FRIBA, at a 
small meeting called _ re- 
cently by the MARS 
(Modern Architectural Re- 
search) Group. 


Having seen a large num- 
ber of new city buildings in 
many foreign countries he 
had been disheartened by 
the structures that were 
growing up on the sites of 
London’s old office build- 
ings destroyed in the war. 


Mr. Fry made no sug- 
gestion that British archi- 
tects were incapable of de- 
signing better buildings. In 
other spheres of design, such 
as aircraft, we were in the 
forefront and he believed 
that our architecture could 
also set an example to the 
rest of the world. A little 
gingering-up was necessary, 
he thought. 

How this might be 
administered was the main 
point in Mr. Fry’s remarks. 
He announced that an 
exhibition was to be staged 
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in the courtyard of the Royal Exchange 
to represent a practical demand for 
higher architectural standards in the City, 
It will be opened by the Lord Mayor on 
July 12. 

The exhibition, which is to be entitled 
“Turn Again. . .”, will consist of photo- 
graphs of examples drawn from various 
parts of the world, showing what is being 
done in other cities, and what can be done 
to put London in the forefront of the 
great capitals. 

This move by the MARS Group will 
doubtless find a large number of well- 
wishers because the views expressed by 
Mr. Fry are typical of the feelings of 
many on this matter and it is to be hoped 
that the exhibition to which he referred 
will succeed in making all who see it 
more conscious of the need for good 
design in the City. 


ANCIENT MONUMENTS SOCIETY 


UNEXPECTED circumstances often take 
one to places one had always hoped to 
visit. As a very new member, I was 
doubly glad to attend the annual general 
meeting on June 9 of the Ancient Monu- 
ments Society at Lambeth Palace, when 
I heard that last year’s was at Charing 
Cross Hotel, though the latter was no 
doubt appropriate in its way, writes Basil 
Marriott. 

Members who braved the strike—one 
lady had flown specially from Liverpool 
—were well rewarded. The business, 
with the President, the Earl of Rosse, in 
the chair, included an encouraging report 
of growing membership and positive in- 
tervention in a number of cases, and well- 
known architects were among the officers 
elected, with Professor A. E. Richardson, 
PRA, as Director. We were also con- 
ducted round the palace and precincts by 
the chaplain to the Archbishop of Canter- 
bury, given tea in the guardroom and 
heard a quite outstanding paper on the 
history of the palace from the librarian: 

Lambeth Palace has had more than its 
share of slings and arrows, from its 12th- 
Century origins, through its history as a 
manor house and culminating in intensive 
damage by enemy action, not to mention 
other latter-day Goths. Ironically, the 
Blore outlived the blitz, and a selection 
from the archives on show included a 
before-and-after print of the 1820’s sug- 
gesting that much of charm and interest 
was sacrificed to that essay in a style 
temporary galvanized rather than revived. 
The war-damage has been skilfully re- 
paired, though judgment on the chapel 
is best deferred until it is complete with 
its stained glass. 

An enjoyable outing with a society 
which clearly does not let its watchdog 
functions keep it chained to a status quo, 
or confined to barking behind closed 
stable doors. 


NEW LONDON PREMISES 


TO MARK the occupation of their new 
premises at 68, Gloucester-place, W.1, the 
Faculty of Architects and Surveyors held 
a reception on June 9, when members 
and guests were received by the President, 
Mr. N. James Rushton. The Faculty, 
which has increased its membership to 
well over 2,000 in the last few years, 
should receive a stimulus to further pro- 
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gress with the acquisition of this spacious 
new headquarters in a convenient posi- 
tion in central London. 


UGLY BUILDING 


More and more of England’s rural 
loveliness is permanently ruined by ugly 
private building, says the annual report 
of the Sheffield and Peak District Branch 
of the Council for the Preservation of 
Rural England. The report states : 

* The complex machinery of town and 
country planning set up to end the pre- 
war evils of speculative jerry building 
appears to be falling into disuse. Bricks 
and concrete are being thrown up, and 
beauty and dignity thrown down.” 

Service Departments are also accused 
of paying little attention to the aesthetic 
requirements of the localities where 
they settle. At Lightwood Lane, “ which 
approaches one of the most charming 
parts of the green belt between Sheffield 
and Chesterfield, half a dozen suburban 
type houses in peach-coloured brick and 
reddish roofs have been built for the 
Royal Air Force. The old stone-built 
farmhouses should have provided suffi- 
cient guide to the architects concerned.” 

These criticisms do not apply to the 
Peak National Park, “where dwelling 
houses are chiefly built of stone and in 
harmony with the landscape. Even here, 
however, there has been a tendency to 
allow the use of roofing materials which 
are too red for their setting.” The report 
also praises the recent additions and 
alterations to many country inns in 
Sheffield’s green belt, which are “in 
happy contrast to the standard of 
private house building.” 


DULWICH GALLERY 


THE CURRENT issue of the Museums 
Journal contains some notes on the 
restoration of the Dulwich Picture 
Gallery by Mr. Russell Vernon, ARIBA, 
who with his uncle, Mr. Austin Vernon, 
FRIBA, was appointed to carry out the 
work so that it would be as near Sir 
John Soane’s original design as possible. 
An illustrated article from which these 
notes and several photographs are taken 
appeared in The Builder of August 7, 
1953. 

Mr. Vernon states that the rebuilding 
was a great success in every respect; 
Soane’s design was preserved and the new 
building incorporated everything that re- 
mained of the old. All the subtleties of 
the original design have been carefully 
reproduced. 

The Journal also contains an article by 
Sir Gerald Kelly, the Hon. Surveyor of 
Dulwich Gallery, in which he traces the 
history of the collection and the Gallery, 
from the first benefaction of Edward 
Alleyn in 1626 to the rebuilding of Sir 
John Soane’s Gallery in 1953 referred to 
above. 


COMING EVENTS 


TUESDAY, JUNE 21. 

NATIONAL FEDERATION OF BUILDING TRADES 
OPERATIVES.—38th Annual Conference, Linden Hall 
Hydro, Bournemouth. (Continuing over to June 24.) 

SATURDAY, JUNE 25 

BUILDING TEACHERS’ CONFERENCE.—Visit to Luton 
Hoo, 2 p.m. 

BUILDING EXHIBITION.—First International Building 
and public works, materials and equipment exhibition. 
ae National Park, Paris. Continuing until 
uly 10. 
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THE BIRTHDAY HONOURS 


Recipients in the Building Industry 


HE following names of those asso- 
ciated with the building industry in 
one way or another and with the arts 
and crafts, appear in the Queen’s 
Birthday Honours list, announced last 
week : — 
BARONET: 


Sir George Horatio Nelson, chairman 
and managing director, English Electric 
Company Ltd. 

KNIGHTS BACHELOR: 

G. H. Banwell, secretary, Association 
of Municipal Corporations; W. E. 
Williams, CBE, secretary-general, Arts 
Council of Great Britain. 

COMPANION OF HONOUR: 
Henry Spencer Moore, sculptor. 


KBE: 


Sir George Mowlem Burt, president, 
Federation of Civil Engineering Con- 
tractors. 


Me €. Ff. 
WILSON, 
MIOB, 
who 
receives 
the OBE. 
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CBE: 
Edwin Butler, senior engineering 
inspector, Welsh Office, MoHLG; 


K. A. C. Creswell, MBE, for services to 
the study of .Muslim architecture and 
archaeology ; R. G. Gosling, chairman, 
Welwyn Garden City and Hatfield New 
Town Development Corporations ; C. G. 
Mant, deputy director general of works, 
Ministry of Works ; J. B. Ward-Perkins, 
director, British School at Rome; F. C. 


Pritchard, chairman, F. C. Pritchard, 
Wood and Partners, London; H. L. 
Raybould, controller of — supplies, 
Ministry of Works. 


OBE: 

G. L. Ackers, chief sanitary engineer, 
Ministry of Works; H. E. FitzGibbon, 
senior housing and planning inspector, 
MoHLG; S. B. Hamilton, principal 
scientific officer, Building Research 
Station, DSIR ; W. F. Haslop, for ser- 
vices in the preservation of medieval 
buildings; C. T. Wilson, managing 
director, T. Wilson and Son Ltd., build- 
ing and civil engineering contractors, 
Northampton. 

MBE: 


G. F. Gammer, superintendent of 
works, St. Helena; D. I. Gotch, senior 
estate surveyor, Ministry of Works; 
Hedley Lloyd, director and supervising 
export manager, Marsh Bros. and Co., 
Ltd.; E. H. Munnion, managing director, 
E. H. Munnion, Ltd., builders, Sussex. 


BEM: 


Bernard Boam, brickmaker, Butterly 
Co. Ltd., Ripley, Derbys ; James Morri- 
son, head foreman plumber, Harland 
and Wolff, Ltd, Belfast; J. P. Pearson, 
stonemason, W. Woodsend, Ltd., Not- 
tingham. 





CORRESPONDENCE 


THE ARCHITECT’S STATUS 
To the Editor of The Builder 


GQIR,—We have read a good deal re- 

cently about the subject of profes- 
sional “trade unionism,” i.e. British 
Architectural Guild, and London Society 
of Practising Architects, etc., but there 
appears to be little agreement on this 
matter to date. In connection with this 
subject I should like to ask the following 
question which seems to have been over- 
looked: “ Why are certain architects de- 
prived of their professional status, when 
employed by certain public departments, 
in spite of the fact that they were pro- 
fessionally engaged and classified as 
such?” 

Professionally trained men, who for 
some reason or other have taken up 
departmental appointments, have found 
themselves assimilated into clerks of 
works grades. This anomalous situation 
requires the urgent attention of some in- 
stitution, whether it be an existing one or 
a new one. The “class” of architect to 
which I refer is no longer recognised as 
being a professional person in spite of 


being a Registered, and in some cases a 
Chartered, Architect. 

The present position, therefore, appears 
to be that university or college trained 
architects are the only entrants who are 
considered worthy of their status, i.e. 
professional. But what of those who 
came up the hard way, e.g. articled pupils, 
who slogged years at recognised evening 
classes in the provinces? The former 
may be quite in order in the future, but 
there is no justifiable reason for ignoring 
the older generation’s method of train- 
ing, which I may add, produced some 
very fine architects whose status and 
craftsmanship was beyond question. 

Hants. ARCHITECT. 


ARE ARCHITECTS’ FEES TOO 
HIGH ? 


To the Editor of The Builder 


SIR.—As a builder who has had the 
pleasure—and sometimes otherwise 
—of working with many architects, I 
do not think architects’ fees are too high 
if a capable service is given to the owner 
and builder. 
Your correspondent (in your issue of 
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“* RIBA Conference, driver, and go 
like the building industry !” 





June 3), Mr. Kenneth Glover, FRIBA, 
seems to be in the class of architects 
whose ability is esthetic but who possess 
less flair for practical business. Mr. 
Glover supposes that the matter of fees 
does not affect the “ big fish” at the top 
of the profession. No, perhaps not. Is 
it that an architect is rarely an artist and 
a business man ? 

On page 919 of the same issue the 
estate of the late Mr. Hanslip Fletcher, 
artist, is given as £5,325, and the estate 
of the late Mr. Arthur Welford, archi- 
tect, is £80,852. Unfortunately I did 
not build for Mr. Welford but I feel 
confident it would have been a success- 
ful job artistically and financially. 


G. J. Haines [LIOB], 
Joint Managing Director, 
Haines and Warwick, Ltd. 


Vicarage Works, Seven Kings, Essex. 


DIRECT LABOUR: FACTORS 
NECESSARY FOR SUCCESS 
To the Editor of The Builder 


SiR, would like to congratulate Mr. 

B. C. Meopham on a most excellent 
and praiseworthy letter (your issue of 
May 20) concerning the economics of 
direct labour. However, the conception 
of direct labour was not so much eco- 
nomical as political. The main reasons 
for its inauguration (as far as capital 
works are concerned) were, first, to pro- 
vide continuity of work, and therefore 
continuity of employment for its opera- 
tives; second, to aim at a better standard 
of building; and third, to eradicate the 
profit being made by the private 
contractors. 

There are many types of direct labour 
organisations, ranging from the “closed 
shop” type under the direction of the 
Architect’s Department (running under a 
false economy), to that carried out by a 
completely independent Works Depart- 
ment, where planned continuity is almost 
non-existent. The point may be made, 
nevertheless, that the mere existence of 
a Direct Labour Force, economic or 
otherwise, is a definite deterrent to con- 
tractors in that area forming a price ring, 
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though any saving thus ensuing is 
hypothetical. 

There is no doubt that with sufficient 
turnover, continuity, preplanning and 
progressive management, building costs 
can be cut by 10 per cent., or conversely, 
the standard can be increased for the 
same cost. This, however, as Mr. 
Meopham points out, virtually requires 
an organisation run on the lines of 
private enterprise, but financed by the 
local authority. Unfortunately, under the 
existing Finance Act, this appears im- 


possible. 
G. L. CLencuH [ARICS] 
5, Park-road, Leyton, E10, 


TRADE FAIR ORGANISATION 
To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—Increasing the popularity of 

British trade exhibitions is of value 
in developing both home and export 
markets. Having just returned from 
visiting the Hanover Trade Fair, at which 
attendance was phenomenal, may I refer 
to some of the features which I feel were 
responsible for its great success. 

First, the Fair was international in 
scope, with separate halls for different 
classes of products. Second, a complete 
block was given over to facilities for 
Overseas visitors, including a reception 
point, special restaurant, accommodation 
bureau and a general information service. 
Third, there were many features to attract 
the general public—in fact, the week-end 
I was there the whole of Hanover seemed 
to be attending; amenities included 
attractively laid-out grounds, with 
orchestras, restaurants, open-air cafés, 
open-air dancing, etc. 

Naturally, the limitations of halls such 
as Olympia and Earls Court do not per- 
mit facilities on such a a scale; but could 
not an alternative site be found as a 
permanent home for our major exhi- 
bitions—attractive alike to businessmen 
and the general public in England and 
from abroad? 

H. C. LANGRICK, 
Director and general manager, 
Byron Business Machines. 


Nottingham, 


GREEN BELTS POLICY 
To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—I understand that the Minister of 
Housing and Local Government has 
appealed to all planning authorities to 
give the matter of the establishment of 
green belts round large cities very serious 
consideration as a means of preventing 
the unrestricted sprawl of development, 
and I would like to state that in my 
opinion the provision of such belts is 
waste of land which should be used for 
housing, etc., detrimental to private enter- 
prise and general prosperity, and utterly 
absurd, unreasonable and unpractical. 
There is, I believe, an alleged shortage 
of building land around London but 
nevertheless there is the green belt 
planned round London which, I presume, 
is the reason why so many flats are being 
erected to, I contend, the disfigurement 
(in particular by local authorities’ flats) 
of town and country. 
Incidentally, provided that a minimum 
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of 45 degrees is left between buildings 
I fail to appreciate that land can be over- 
built upon. 


P. M. VINTER, [Chartered Surveyor]. 
132, Kingston-road, Teddington, 
Middlesex. 


LIGHTWEIGHT BLOCKS v. BRICKS 
To the Editor of The Builder 


~IR,—I was particularly interested to 
read in the report of the Federation 
of Master Builders (The Builder, June 3) 
on their tour of Germany of the terrific 
building productivity there, due in great 
measure to the use of lightweight con- 
crete blocks. It has apparently been noted 
that the large block used in Germany 
is the equivalent of 15 bricks, but in 
this country it does not appear to be 
generally appreciated that in single-lcaf 
walls or partitions, our standard concrete 
block (18 in. by 9 in.) is the equivalent 
of six bricks and reduces the mortar to 
be mixed and laid from SO feet run per 
yard super with standard brickwork, to 
20 feet per yard run super with concrete 
blocks. 
In like manner, our standard 18 in. by 
9 in. by 9 in. block can be used to con- 
struct the equivalent of an external caviiy 
wali and replaces 12 bricks. A cursory 
examination would make it obvious that 
in laying the larger unit, a greater wall 
area will be covered in a shorter time, 
and the work study carried out by BRS 
(National Building Studies Technical 
Paper No. 1) serves to emphasise the 
saving in labour. For instance, taking 
the bricklayer-hours as 100 per cent. for 
the erection of a cavity wall with bricks 
for inner and outer leaves, the compari- 
sons are as follows :— 
per cent. 
Keyed flettons, inner and outer 100 
Rustic flettons, outer 
18 in. by 9 in. by 3 in. blocks 


inner 91 
18 in. by 9 in. by 3 in. inner 
and outer 48 
18 in. by 9 in. by 9 in. hollow 
block 30 


The conclusion to be drawn from the 
small difference between items 1 and 2 
is that the block-laying would be slowed 
down to keep pace with the lower rate 
of bricklaying, and this is amply demon- 
strated by the reduction in time for 
items 3 and 4. 

I am glad to say that many builders 
have proved for themselves that this 
method of building will save time and 
money, but there are still too many 
builders and operatives who are not 
prepared to vary the traditional methods 
such as the proportions of craftsmen 
to labourers. 

L. W. E. RowsoTHAM, 
Technical Officer, Federation of 
Clinker Block Manufacturers. 

16, The Ridings, Surbiton, Surrey. 


HAREWOOD VILLAGE 


Mr. Martin S. Briggs, FRIBA, informs us 
that in. his article on “Harrogate and 
Thereabouts” (The Builder, June 3) he 
inadvertently attributed the design of the 
model village of Harewood to Robert Adam; 
it was, of course, the work of John Carr. 
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Harrogate Conference Diary 


From Our Own Representative 


“"INHA can’t miss it,” said the third 

Harrogate native as, two fruitless 
tours of the town safely clocked on the 
cyclometer, we again inquired the where- 
abouts of the Majestic Hotel. And, bai 
goom, tha.-reetly can’t! 

That such a museum-piece of late Vic- 
torianism should even temporarily have 
eluded the seeker after the headquarters 
of the British Architects’ Conference is 
a tribute to those who laid out Harrogate. 
So cunningly do the roads of this hilly 
ani charming town snuggle into the con- 
tours that you may be quite close to the 
building and the eye yet be at no risk of 
lig ting upon this remarkable masterpiece 
of the builder’s and plumber’s jointly 
applied arts. These comments, we hasten 
to add, do not extend to the running of 
th: hotel itself which is a model of 
frendly, unostentatious efficiency. As 
well that it is, for the antics of the 
Associated Society of Locomotive 
Engineers and Firemen had made 
necessary long drives, by car or by coach, 
fer many of the 700 or more conference 
delegates. The sight of a train under 
steam as we passed the station struck a 
curious note of unreality. 

Harrogate, in fact, bore many of the 
marks of a car rally, a note which the 
appearance of Dex Harrison’s vintage 
Isotta  Frascini did nothing to diminish. 
We ourselves had driven up from London 
with Howard Lobb and his charming 
wife, making a détour by way of Peter- 
borough, and a proper sense of achieve- 
ment at making landfall at the hotel was 
in no way lessened by learning that a 
distinguished Vice-President RIBA—who 
tailed us in—had cut our time in half. 


DUCKING ROUND THE CORNER 


The informal reception by the Presi- 
dent of the West Yorkshire Society of 
Architects and Mrs. Bennett gave every- 
one a chance to see who was there. The 
innovation of issuing conference badges 
with the names of delegates printed on 
them is to be commended, though it has 
spoilt the well-tried parlour game played 
at so many conferences of ducking round 
the corner to turn up the number of that 
interesting man or charming girl you 
have just been engaging in animated 
conversation. 

It is a pity that more private architects 
do not come to conferences: they were 





Vr. L. M. W. Alexander (left) and Mr. T. M. 
4lexander (Liverpool) at the Garden Party. 





Harrogate, Con- 


Majestic Hotel, 
ference Headquarters. (‘* Tha can’t miss it.”’) 


The 


again outnumbered at Harrogate by 
representatives of official bodies. Not 
that fewer of the latter are needed, but 
that more private practitioners ought to 
be on show. Perhaps some day a private 
architect will make a test case with the 
Income Tax Commissioners on the point 
as to why conference expenses are dis- 
allowed for tax remission. 

On the question of attendances, it was 
noticeable that quite a number of 
government building departments — par- 
ticularly Education and Works—were not 
represented from their architect's 
branches, and that half the members of 
RIBA Council and too many of the 
chairmen of RIBA committees were miss- 
ing. Is this necessary? 

The conference opened officially on 
Thursday morning at the Royal Hall with 
an address of welcome by the Mayor 
(Councillor Robert Riley), who was des- 
cribed by the ladies present, and rightly 
sO, aS a poppet. The President, Mr. 
Aslin, briefly introduced the subject for 
discussion and then read messages from 
the President of the Institute of Indian 
Architects and Mr. T. E. Scott, hon. 
Treasurer RIBA, whom all were delighted 
to hear would be leaving hospital the 
next day following a serious operation. 

Sir Thomas Bennett and Mr. Wood- 
bine Parish then gave synopses of their 
papers which had previously been cir- 
culated. They were followed by shorter 
contributions opening the discussion by 
Mr. George Grenfell Baines and Mr. 
A. G. Sheppard Fidler, after which the 
conference got down to the discussion of 
their responsibilities in the organisation 
of the building industry. It is, one sup- 
poses, a major difficulty of conferences 
that the time factor drives the organisers 
to making a choice between publishing 
the papers beforehand (which assumes 
that everyone has read them) or of tak- 
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ing up part of the all-too-short time 
available by having the papers read from 
the platform. The former choice was 
made last year at Torquay, and came off 
completely. It may be questioned 
whether the method was equally success- 
ful this year when treating a subject as 
wide and as abstract as the one under 
discussion. By the time the four 
speakers had spoken—and excellently all 
did their stuff — the landscape they had 
painted was so diffuse that.it became an 
almost impossible task to pinpoint the 
essentials of the subject. Paradoxically, 
it was left to the representative of the 
builders, Mr. Woodbine Parish, to plead 
the cause of human relations; the archi- 
tect speakers were in general more con- 
cerned with practical problems of forms 
of contract and methods of contract- 
placing than with consideration of the 
qualities of mind and spirit which should 
inform all partners in the adventure of 
building. Of the other platform speakers, 
Sir Thomas Bennett, by the clarity with 
which he expressed his obvious great ex- 
perience as architect and _ building 
administrator, must have greatly 
strengthened his claims to be considered 
as a candidate for Presidency of the 
RIBA; it becomes abundantly clear that 





The Hon. Secretary, RIBA (Mr. Kenneth 
Cross), and Mrs. Molly Gerrard, FRIBA 
(Bath), at Harewood House. 





Mr. and Mrs. Howard Lobb at the Garden 
Party. Behind is Mr. Eric Bird. 
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At the Garden Party at Harewood House. 
Mr. Charles Oliver (Hull), Mr. 


of Housing). Below : 


the practical approach which he brings 
to current problems of architecture and 
building is something which the RIBA 
stands in need of at the present time. Mr. 
Sheppard Fidler played a magnificent 
part in keeping the conference’s feet on 
the ground, and Mr. Grenfell Baines 
brought to his contributions the qualities 
of mind, humour and vision which, allied 
to a northern practicality, surely destine 
him for the highest honours which the 
RIBA can pay. 

Yet many thought that the laurels went 
to David Woodbine Parish, who offered 
the simple solution to building troubles 
of an improvement of human, Christian 
relations in industry between man and 
man. Most, if not all, of the difficulties 
of architects with builders, and of 
builders with architects and sub-contrac- 
tors, which were mentioned by the 
various speakers, would vanish if the 


quality of man, and of training, were 
improved. 
The general quality of speaking 


throughout was high. But the circulation 
of the papers beforehand means that 


Top (1. tor.) : 
Andrew 
(Hull City Architect) and Mr. C. D. Spragg (Secretary, 
RIBA). Centre: Mr. G. A. Goldstraw (Chief Architect, 
Aycliffe New Town), Mrs. Ronald Bradbury and Dr. 
Ronald Bradbury (Liverpool City Architect and Director 
Three City Architects : 
A. G. Sheppard Fidler (Birmingham), Mr. Alex. Steele 
(Edinburgh) and Mr. J. R. Piggott (Stoke-on-Trent.) 
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the points made by successive 
speakers are kaleidoscopic 
in pattern; they do _ not 
follow anv connected 
sequence of thought or of 
discussion, but only the order 
by which speakers reach the 
microphone. Guidance by 
the chair becomes impossible, 
one suspects, and half a 
dozen threads are running 
simultaneously through the 
meeting. Perhaps the study 
group, which we understood 
is to be set up, will be able to 
gather these threads together 
and from them make a cord 
with which the _ building 
industry may unite _ itself. 
Certainly there is a need for 
unity; architect after archi- 
tect in the discussion referred 
to himself and his profession 
as being separate and distinct 
from the industry to which 
he and it belong. 


THE GARDEN PARTY 


Garden parties, especially 
those connected with the 
conference, have an unen- 
viable reputation for attract- 
ing bad weather. This year’s 
suffered also from being held 
at a venue, Harewood House, 
which is open to the general 
public and as such robbed the 
afternoon of any sense of 
being a special occasion. 
Such, indeed, was the press 
for admittance to the ‘house 
that one of our contem- 
poraries, under the impression 
that they were part of the 
conference, photographed 
several members of a 
women’s institute party which 
had attached itself to the 
queue, to their obvious 
pleasure. The house itself was 
interesting. It appears to be 
a mixture of William Cham- 
bers, Robert Adam and John Carr of 
York, with “ improvements ” by Charles 
Barry, made about mid-nineteenth 
century. The interior is sympathetic in 
scale, with some beautiful ceilings. But 


Rankine 


Mr. 





ce 


Mr. and Mrs. George Coulter (London) on 
the Terrace at Harewood House. i 
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the afternoon could not be ranked as a 
success, especially as the chilly weather 
denied the ladies a chance to show their 
summer dresses. The cricket match was 
off, too, as the rail strike prevented some 
of the London cricketers from making 
the trip. So Yorkshire breathes again! 

The reception given by the Mayor and 
Mayoress in the Royal Hall in the even- 
ing was a pleasant affair. Present 
from America were Mr. and Mrs. John 
Gifford, of Pennsylvania, who surprised 
your representative with the information 
that America is designing schools ‘or 
classes of 40. 

The afternoon of Friday, following the 
completion of the conference discussioiis, 
was devoted to tours, to Leeds (where 
Mr. Livett showed the problems and 
opportunities of redeveloping the central 
areas of a large industrial city with a 
slum legacy), and to Wakefield, where 
Mr. Hubert Bennett’s staff in the County 
Architect’s Department are sufficiently 
fortunate to work in specially designed 
offices. A third party went to Newby Hall 
and Ripon Abbey; while a fourth visited 
Fountains Abbey. 


THE DINNER AT THE MAJESTIC 


And so to the conference banquet, 
where the guests were received in the 
ballroom by the President and Mrs. 
Aslin, whose kindliness was throughout 
a great asset to the proceedings, and by 
Mr. and Mrs. Hubert Bennett, who re- 
ceived many congratulations, not only on 
their arrangements for the comfort of the 
delegates, but on the award made to their 
own house of a MOHLG housing medal. 

The dinner itself was excellent, and 
the speeches were uniformly good. Mr. 
Hubert Bennett told some good stories; 
the Mayor of Harrogate put on an excel- 
lent turn of a man struggling to free him- 
self from chains loaded on him by his 
public relations officer; the 
(using the microphone with all the 
aplomb of Bing Crosby) spoke readily 
and wittily in reply to points made by the 
Bishop of Ripon about the need for 
churches which should be cheap but not 
too modern (a contradiction in terms if 
ever there was one). Mr. Aslin also said 
in as many words that only over his 
dead body would the RIBA have any- 
thing to do with a trade union, though 
in so saying he carefully dissociated him- 
self from council opinion. Perhaps the 
speech of the evening came from Mr. 
Kenneth Cross, who proposed the health 
of the guests beautifully—humour, charm 
of expression and brevity commingling in 
perfect proportion. The Lord Mayor of 
Leeds (Sir James Croysdale) ended the 
evening on a good Yorkshire note. 

So officially ended yet another con- 
ference, once again earning warm com- 
mendation of those of the West York- 
shire Architectural Society, and at head- 
quarters who organised matters so suc- 
cessfully (and here must not be forgotten 
those who prepared the model Confer- 
ence Handbook and arranged the 
exhibition of the work of members and 
schools in the Royal Hall), But this 
conference ends with a question: Who 
will gather the threads and who will 
weave them into what could be a life- 
line to building? 


President: 
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British Architects’ Conference 


THE ARCHITECT’S RESPONSIBILITIES IN THE 
ORGANISATION OF THE BUILDING INDUSTRY 


HE British Architects’ Conference, which ended on 
Saturday last at Harrogate, discussed the subject of 

“ The Organisation of the Building Industry and the Archi- 
tects Responsibilities,’ introduced in papers by Sir 
Thomas Bennett, KBE, FRIBA, and Mr. D. E. Woodbine 
Porish, FIOB, past-President of the London Master 
Builders’ Association. Their papers are summarised 
below, as are the contributions of Mr. George Grenfell 
Buines, ARIBA, and Mr. A. G. Sheppard Fidler, FRIBA, 
City Architect of Birmingham, who opened the discussion. 
The principal points from the subsequent discussion on the 
to mornings are also noted. A Study Group may be 
set up by the RIBA to consider the major subjects raised. 
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Sir Thomas Bennett, KBE, FRIBA, addressing Conference 

on Friday morning. On the right is Mr. David Woodbine 

Parish, who shared the paper. To the left can be seen Mr. 

A. G. Sheppard Fidler, who (with Mr. George Grenfell Baines) 
opened the discussion. 





Sir Thomas Bennett 


YHERE are extensive indications that 
the public is appreciating the value 
of the architect in controlling its building 
proposals, since the percentage of work 
controlled is greater than at any previous 
period of building history. The profes- 
sion as a whole is taking a wider view 
of its responsibilities, and the architec- 
tural Press is reflecting this approach of 
the profession by attempting to dis- 
seminate the knowledge required in all 
fields of construction, equipment and 
detail. 

Building has undergone a fundamental 
change in the half century between 1900 
and 1955. In 1955 the architect has to 
design a building, possess knowledge 
covering a wide field of technology, and 
be familiar with methods of contracting 
on a scale quite unknown to his counter- 
part in 1900. The builder similarly has 
largely lost contact with the workmen, he 
employs them for short periods, they owe 
him less loyalty, and he tends to sub- 
contract on a scale which was formerly 
unthought of. 

Building owners have probably become 
more numerous and much more in need 
of widespread advice on the problems 
connected with their buildings. In these 
conditions the architect, fully to justify 
his position, must not only be able to 
design the building but must be able to 
olfer knowledgeable and expert advice on 
a large number of aspects of the build- 
ing problems with which he is presented. 
If the profession is to secure the con- 
fidence of this widespread building pub- 
lic, it must show that it is capable of pro- 
viding advice on a sound and reliable 
basis, which enables the building owner 
to proceed with confidence. Advice of 
this kind falls under a number of head- 
ings: Financial advice; legal advice: and 
technical advice. 


CONTRACTING 


The manufacturing industries produce 
an article and put it on the market in 


competition with other similar articles, 


and the public judges the relative effici- 
ency and value of these articles in their 
finally completed form. Motor-cars, 





radio, aeroplanes, manufactured clothing 
are all in this category. The only portion 
of the building industry which can pro- 
duce a similar article is the housing sec- 
tion, where the speculative builder puts a 
house on the market on similarly com- 
petitive conditions. The rest of the in- 
dustry must find a means of satisfying 
the public that it is paying the lowest 
possible price for its building, and must 
satisfy the industry that a young and 
enterprising firm has a reasonable pos- 
sibility of obtaining contracts in com- 
petition with its older and established 
competitors. So far the industry has 
devised no better means than that of the 
competitive tender. It is clear that as the 
quality and standard of building work 
for different buildings varies, open com- 
petitive tendering is unfair and unsound. 
It fails to compare like with like either 
in the tender period or in the finished 
building. Limited tendering is, there- 
fore, essential to the well-being of the 
industry. Where firms have created a 
good reputation by the standard of their 
work and conduct, negotiated tenders will 
often produce a satisfactory answer which 
in many cases may be sounder and 
better than that of the competitive tender. 
But if negotiation were carried to its 
ultimate conclusion and tendering were 
eliminated there would be no basis for 
negotiation. The architect must know 
when to recommend the negotiated ten- 
der, and the assessment of the builder, 
and when to recommend tendering and 
name the firms invited to tender. Much 
has been said about the advisability of 
bringing in the builder for discussion at 
an early stage. In general, the essentially 
practical character of the builders’ work 
and organisation does not produce fruit- 
ful discussion whén drawings are in a 
fluid state. Much more constructive re- 
sults are obtained when the design is 
reasonably firm and working drawings 
are approaching completion, assuming 
the architect’s practical knowledge to be 
sound. 

It is useless to consider that the in- 
dustry can come back to the type of 
organisation which existed in 1900. The 
economic conditions of working to-day 
preclude any such possibility. The indus- 


try is, therefore, faced with the execution 
of work on the basis of a main organis- 
ing and controlling contractor working 
with a team of specialist sub-contractors. 
The builder will work best if he works 
with sub-contractors he knows, if they 
are all efficient, and if they are clearly 
and unmistakably under his_ control. 
Fundamental sub-contractors should be 
appointed before the bills of quantity 
are complete and their names should be 
mentioned in the bills of quantity and the 
specification. So far the experience of 
specifying the work and leaving the 
builder to find the sub-contractors has 
too often produced firms of a low grade 
who are paid insufficient money to pro- 
duce work which satisfies the architect 
and the client. In the great majority of 
well-thought-out buildings it is impossible 
to complete the drawings until the prin- 
cipal sub-contractors have been ap- 
pointed, so that selection by the architect 
with or without competitive tender is 
essential to the completion of efficient 
working drawings. If reliable builders 
are used, it should be possible to reduce 
the number of sub-contracts and to make 
sure that at least the craft trades are 
included in the main contractor’s work. 


CAUSES OF FRICTION 


From the architect's angle it frequently 
seems that the precise services which the 
main contractors must give to the sub- 
contractor are loosely defined and are 
unsatisfactory, frequently leading to 
friction. There is no doubt that this 
looseness, lack of co-ordination and 
supervision are some of the main causes 
why some contracts do not run smoothly 
and do not keep to their time schedules. 

There is frequently outspoken criti- 
cism on the part of contractors that far 
too much of the contract is let to nomi- 
nated sub-contractors, yet it is common 
experience, when these nominations are 
omitted and the work is specified, to find 
the main contractor obtaining tenders 
from a widespread and often inferior list 
of sub-contractors, and to find the sub- 
contract placed on the basis of severe 
competitive tendering with sometimes a 
Dutch auction at the end. The architect 
is thus presented with sub-contractors 
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who fail to carry out the standard of 
work specified, but when criticised are 
found to be working for sums, so sub- 
stantially below that of the main con- 
tractor’s price that hope of securing a 
proper standard of workmanship is 
almost at an end. 

The complication of a modern large 
building is such that it can no longer be 
designed in its entirety within the 6 per 
cent. fee which the public have accepted 
as the remuneration of the efficient archi- 
tect, and in such cases it is necessary to 
educate the public to the fact that por- 
tions of the buildings must carry addi- 
tional fees to enable them to be designed 
at all. The employment of specialist 
firms by architects clearly lends itself to 
abuse, as do all other forms of contract- 
ing. It is possible for an architect to have 
a firm of heating, ventilating or con- 
structional engineers with whom he 
places his contracts, who give him a high 
standard of service technically, but 
equally charge the client a dispropor- 
tionate contract sum for the contracts 
which are placed with the firm. The pro- 
fession should, therefore, devise a means 
by which such abuse of advice is impos- 
sible. 

EXECUTION OF THE CONTRACT 

With the widening of scope and 
amount of building, and the increas- 
ing entry into the industry of those 
who build single buildings, the funda- 
mental necessity of firm, unalterable de- 
cisions has not been realised, and archi- 
tects have not been strong enough or 
sufficiently convinced of the necessity to 
insist upon their clients making up their 
minds, approving or signing sketch plans 
at a given period, and leaving those draw- 
ings unaltered for the rest of the con- 
tract. This is partly a defect of the build- 
ing organisations of the country and 
partly the failure of the architects as a 
profession to instil this necessity in the 
minds of the public. 

Technical Knowledge.—lt is probably 
a deficiency of the approach of the archi- 
tectural profession to the design of build- 
ings and a weakness in professional 
education that far too many architects 
think the widespread knowledge of tech- 
nical principles which they must possess 
is either outside their scope as artistic 
designers or beneath their dignity as pro- 
ducers of fine buildings. This is an 
anomaly in an age where the building of 
structures with false classic detail has not 
only ceased to be accepted as design but 
has become anathema to the architec- 
tural approach to buildings, and it is pos- 
sible that we are seeing widespread lack 
of the necessary knowledge only as a 
passing phase. 

The Quantity Surveyors.—Quantity 
surveyors have entered the building in- 
dustry in recent years with increasing 
force. They have built up a system of 
“taking off” which is not always suit- 
able for the work in hand, and in the 
case of housing is still far too elaborate 
and too costly. The building industry 
and the quantity surveyor should agree 
on a much simpler type of quantity sur- 
veying and a uniform system of costing 
which will enable builders confidently to 
price the same item in the same form. 

There has been a tendency for the 
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Saxton Gardens Redevelopment Area, Leeds 


R. A. H. LIVETT, OBE, ARIBA, CITY ARCHITECT 


ROY PEMBERTON, DSC, ARIBA, & H. C. CONNELL, ARIBA, SECTION OFFICERS: L. BEWSHER, 
ROBSON, ARIBA, R. W. SWALLOW, ASSISTANT 
ARCHITECTS. 


AIAA, 


HE scheme will pro- 
vide 448 flats, six 
shops and 13 garages on a 
cleared 10}-acre site. Each 
pair of flats is served by a 
central staircase and lift. 
Construction is an r.c. 
frame and in situ r.c. floor 
slabs. External walls are 
in buff and dark brown 
facing bricks. Floor fin- 
ishes are 1-in. boarding 
on insulated “ Bulldog” 
floor clips, with grano- 
lithic finishes on landings 
and stairs. Heating and 
domestic hot water are 
from central boiler house, 
and refuse disposal is by 
Garchey installation. The 
cost is £943,368, excluding 
siteworks. 


Structural engineers are 
Messrs. W. V. Zinn and 
Partners, London; quan- 
tity surveyors, Messrs. 
L. C. Wakeman and Part- 
ners, Birmingham; and 
consultants for heating 
and hot water, Messrs. 
Oscar Faber and Partners, 
London. General contrac- 
tors are Messrs. George 
Calverley and Sons, Ltd. 
(Contractors), Ltd., Leices- 
ter. Matthew Hall and 
Co., Ltd., are responsible 
for the Garchey Refuse 
Disposal; and Modern 
Heating Co. (Button), Ltd., 
for central heating and 
hot water. 


Typical flat plans. 
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architects to allow the quantity surveyors 
to take over too large a proportion of 
their work, and cases exist where the 
quantity surveyors write the specification, 
deal with the party wall awards and do 
other extraneous services for which the 
architects are paid. The profession 
should not allow these encroachments to 
tuke place and should insist upon carry- 
ing out the work which proper control 
of buildings demands. 

Completed Drawings.—The _ builder 
cannot possibly organise his building 
unless he has complete drawings and a 
specification. The difficulty of producing 
such drawings under adverse conditions 
has become more and more acute. The 
first fundamental difficulty is that of 
local authority approvals. The present 
method of giving approvals in London 
requires drastic overhaul, so that they 
are much clearer and given in a much 
horter period. 

Building Organisation—There can be 
ittle doubt that the building industry as 
1 whole has failed to adjust itself to the 
‘ar more complicated organisation and 
administration which the sub-contract 
system of building has imposed upon it. 
Somehow the building industry must 
produce many more men of a high 
standard of technical knowledge, of 
broader outlook and a greater capacity 
for organisation. In this field there are 
a number of outstanding exceptions. 

Claims.—One of the biggest causes of 
complaint of the building public is the 
system of claims on contracts after the 
work is completed. It has been the 
custom of builders not to disclose these 
claims until final accounts are rendered. 
This system ought to come to an end. 


THE BUILDING INDUSTRY 


Sub-Divisions of the Industry.—The 
building industry employed pre-war ap- 
proximately 1,000,000 to 1,200,000 
people. It is considered to-day that the 
building and civil engineering industries 
combined are employing approximately 
one and a half million people. The in- 
dustry is, therefore, the largest single in- 
dustry in the country. Within this large 
field of employment there is clearly room 
for very widespread differences in skill, 
ability and experience, but the industry 
has three or possibly four main sub- 
divisions: 

(1) Civil engineering works, i.e., roads, 
bridges, railways, docks and _ har- 
bours. 

(2) Major contracting. 

(3) House building on an investment 
basis. 

(4) Small works, jobbing and main- 

tenance. 

Maintenance and jobbing present great 
difficulties in the control of men when 
they are scattered over a wide field in 
groups of two and three. Nevertheless, it 
is the widespread experience of building 
owners that time-keeping and tea-breaks 
represent a very low standard of morality 
on the part of many men, and a great 
deal of slackness on the part of the 
employers. 

House Building.—The house-building 
section of the building industry is the 
one section which creates a building and 
offers it to the public when it is finished. 
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Children’s Homes, Leeds 


R. A. H. LIVETT, OBE, ARIBA, CITY ARCHITECT 


W. R. STENNER, ARIBA, & P.R. WORCESTER ,LRIBA, CHIEF ASSISTANTS (HOUSING), 


[Eire homes of this type (each 1,960 sq. ft.) are provided by the 

Care of Children Committee to give orphaned and uncared-for 
children, in the charge of a foster mother, as normal a home-life as 
possible. Each home accommodates a foster-mother and eight children 
ranging in age from 5 to 15 years, and is built with the normal housing 
development on municipal estates. The cost of each home (built in 
normal traditional construction with facing bricks externally and sand- 
faced tiles) is approximately £4,200. 
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Ground- and first-floor plans. 
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The competition amongst individual 
house builders or developers is keen, the 
standard of article offered is generally 
high, and the value is often extremely 
good. As a whole, this section of the 
industry appears to be very highly organ- 
ised, very highly efficient, and probably 
produces a better house at a lower cost 
than its counterpart in any other country 
in the world. Attempts to compare the 
cost of house and flat building in this 
and other countries discloses that none 
can compare with those of English 
houses. The house builder is frequently 
criticised for lack of design capacity, and 
the houses are sometimes regarded as 
badly placed on site, while most archi- 
tects criticise the repetition of the semi- 
detached dwelling which architecturally 
produces poor composition and _ bad 
street pictures. It does not alter the fact 
that the average householder requires a 
semi-detached house and prefers it to a 
terraced house, and would like a detached 
house if he could afford it. It is a poor 
answer to say that whether the house- 
holder likes it or not, he ought to be 
forced to live in a terraced house because 
architecturally it is more effective. 


Building Contracting. —Building con- 
tracting is the section of the industry 
most closely in touch with the architect, 
and it is the section of the industry where 
the architect’s work is most commonly 
carried into execution. It is a remark- 
able feature of the industry that different 
building firms can establish a standard 
of work which is characteristic of the 
firm, and that an almost identical speci- 
fication can be interpreted into quite 
different standards of building. It is also 
remarkable that the same firm can tender 
on a not dissimilar specification and pro- 
duce one standard of building for a bank 
or insurance company and _ another 
standard of building for a shopkeeper. 
It is incumbent on the architect in in- 
specting and supervising the building to 
accept or reject building work of a 
standard which is appropriate to the type 
of client by whom he is employed, but 
these differences of standard exist and 
are recognised. It is clear, therefore, 


that in compiling lists of tenders the 
architect must exercise very sound judg- 
ment if he is to include in his tender lists 
builders of similar standards of quality. 





An American architect visitor to the Conference, Mr. John 
S. Gifford, of Pennsylvania, seen here at the Mayor’s reception 
with (1. to r.) Mr. James Cubitt, Mr. Fello Atkinson and 


Mr. W. J. Tillyard. 
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Mr. George 


Grenfell Baines and Mrs. 
Baines on the steps of the Royal Hall. 


Materials Ordering.—Materials order- 
ing reaches an extremely high standard 
of efficiency in a great many organisa- 
tions, but in many others shortages dis- 
close the most scrappy and casual method 
of obtaining scarce materials, lack of 
ordering with sufficient time for delivery, 
and other serious omissions which result 
in disorganisation of the work. Accurate 
materials ordering is closely wrapped up 
with the provision of complete informa- 
tion from the architect, which is fre- 
quently lacking. 

It may be that if schedules of material 
ready for ordering were incorporated in 
bills of quantities, early ordering would 
be facilitated. I think this point should 
be considered by the National Federa- 
tion of Building Trades Employers and 
the Royal Institution of Chartered Sur- 
veyors. 


Protection and Lighting——When I was 
Director of Works at the Ministry of 
Works I investigated the possibility of 
providing better cover for men at the 
early stages of the contract, the possi- 
bility of more extensive lighting both of 
the external works and of the interior 
of buildings, and the provision of pro- 
tective clothing. My investigations at 
that time convinced me that all of these 
provisions produced material results. I 
consider that in many ways conditions 
of work in building could be made to 
resemble more closely 
the conditions in in- 
dustrial factories. This 
would be a large factor 
in helping the building 
industry to recruit a 
better type of man. 


Research. — The 
building industry is 
casual about its re- 
search and has _ not 
subsidised it at all. As 
long as this state of af- 
fairs remains, it must 
be a fundamental weak- 


ness. It is still difficult 
for the industry to 
know in detail the 


problems upon which 
work is in progress and 
properly to absorb the 
results established. 


June 17 1955 


EDUCATIONAL SYSTEMS 


There can be no doubt that the basis 
of efficiency for the architect and the 
builder alike is education. Sub-divided 
into its respective categories, it is possible 
to give a few leading principles which 
must be worked out as educational sys- 
tems. 

The Architect.—The architect requires 
now, as he always did, to be an outstand- 
ing planner and designer, to have a sense 
of proportion, a knowledge of detail, and 
a high standard of taste. The medium 
through which these thoughts and ideas 
will be conveyed to other people is that 
of the drawing board, so that a substan- 
tial standard of draughtsmanship is still 
essential. No amount of technical know- 
ledge or application must be allowed to 
submerge these outstanding qualities of 
the profession. Added to the architect’s 
power of design must be a working 
knowledge of the principles of scientific 
construction, which has now become pari 
of building, and a substantial acquaint- 
ance with all the equipment which goes 
into modern structures. There must be « 
measure of first-hand knowledge of 
building practice, and this can be besi 
acquired by a period spent in a clerk of 
works’ office or in some capacity on the 
building itself. Outside this technica! 
equipment, power to grasp the cost, the 
implication of finance, the effect of build- 
ing law, and, above all, high qualities of 
administration are essential. 

The Builder—From ‘being a simple 
craft industry, building has become a 
complicated matter of organisation. 
While more extensive school and univer- 
sity education is unquestionably neces- 
sary, nothing can take the place of prac- 
tical experience which only contact with 
the work can produce. 


The Education of the Craftsman.—It 
is true that the industry still looks to 
apprenticeship as the principal method 
of recruiting its craftsmen, but it is a 
serious blot on the industry that some of 
its largest contractors expect other 
members of the industry to train their 
craftsmen for them. This ought to be 
impossible. It may be that the industry 
must train men who do not pretend to be 
fully fledged craftsmen, and it may well 
be that these men are better trained in 
training establishments than by an 
attempt to train them by apprenticeship. 
The industry is supposed to need about 
7,000 ‘or 8,000 more men per annum 
than it trains. It will never be efficient so 
long as this remains true 


SUMMARY 


To reach the standard of efficiency 
which the public demands from the pro- 
fession, essential qualifications may be 
summarised : 

(1) In_every architect’s office it is necessary 

to have 

(i) a high standard of planning and design: 

(ii) a knowledge of decoration and colour: 

(iii) an extensive knowledge of construction, 
especially of the basic principles which in- 
volve choice of method, optimum spans and 
relative costs: 

(iv) a knowledge of the principles which govern 
the engineering equipment of buildings in 
connection with heating, lighting, ventilation, 
acoustics and other essentials; 

(v) a wide knowledge of materials, including 
synthetic substitutes and suitability of appli- 
cation ; 
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(vi) a knowledge of the legislation which governs 
planning and building; 

(vii) a command of the means of dealing with 
sub-contracts and the administration of the 
nain contract; 

(viii) an appreciation of cost; 

(ix) ability to supervise and control work in 
progress. 

(2) The profession must ensure that it con- 

structs and retains 

(i) a comprehensive system of day and evening 
education with a wide choice of method. All 
educational courses to have a proper balance 
between artistic and practical subjects : 

(ii) the provision of adequate teachers and 
professors all having practical experience; 
(vi) a live organisation which constantly reviews 
the progress of construction and design and 
the best methods of administering contracts: 
iv) establishes conferences which ensure the 
principle of co-ordination between the archi- 
tect, consulting engineer, quantity surveyor. 

contractor; and sub-contractor ; 

) regular exhibitions which present world 

architecture and construction to the profes- 
sion. 

The Client.—The training and education of 

.e public to appreciate the work which is done 
the architect and ensure that clients as indi- 

duals, boards or committees are fully con- 

ious of the part they must play in successful 
building. 

The Press.—A live Press _ constructively 
critical. A Press which constantly analyses 
alternative methods of building, methods of 
administration of contracts, and covers a wide 
field of information embracing all factors in 
modern building. 


Mr. Woodbine Parish 


(THERE is nothing novel about the 

function of management, it has 
been practised throughout the world 
since the earliest days of mankind, but 
its full importance as a major factor con- 
iributing to industrial stability and a 
high level of productivity has not always 
been comprehended. 

These essential management functions 
in the constructional industries are not as 
clearly recognised or understood as they 
should be and they are seldom defined 
in precise terms. This lack of managerial 
precision and planning is one of the main 
causes of much of the adverse criticism 
so frequently levelled at those engaged in 
building. 

The Pattern of the Building Industry. 

-Within the building industry there are 
three main groups: the professional 
group embracing the architects, who with 
their specialist consultants are concerned 
with the planning, design and general 
direction of building work, assisted by 
quantity surveyors in the technical audit- 
ing and accounting functions; the indus- 
trial group, covering building trades em- 
ployers and sub-contractors, their crafts- 
men, technicians and other grades col- 
lectively concerned with organising and 
conducting the main construction and 
assembly processes; and the commercial 
group embodying the producers, sup- 
pliers and distributors of building mate- 
rials and components. In addition to 
these three main groups there are various 
ancillary groups. 


ROLE OF THE ARCHITECT 


Every association of individuals in any 
enterprise or field of activity needs a prin- 
cipal or leader at its head to ensure a 
successful organisation. The titular head 
of the polygamous building team, by 
tradition and calling, is indisputably the 
architect, whose responsibilities are cer- 
tainly manifold but not always manifest. 


~ 


no pepe 
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The role of an architect may be defined 
as twofold. Primarily by training and 
inclination he is a creative artist. Sequen- 
tially and too often in temperamental 
contradistinction, he is necessarily a top- 
level business executive, inescapably re- 
sponsible for initiating and directing the 
construction of his own designs. In this 
latter responsibility the architect should 
be able to rely completely and confidently 
upon the integrity and organising ability 
of each builder with whom he associates: 
while the builder, for his part, should be 
assured that the architect will provide 
complete information and concise instruc- 
tions in relation to his clients’ needs, in 
such a form and sufficiently in advance of 
actual construction that he has reasonable 
opportunity, economically and efficiently, 
to organise and co-ordinate the work of 
his own staff and that of sub-contractors. 
The builder also should be able to antici- 
pate that the forms of contract, so far 
aS payment and other relevant matters 
are concerned, are administered by the 
architect in a just and _ businesslike 
manner. 

Unlike most manufacturing industries, 
in building the primary management 
function is divided between the architect 
who is responsible for design and the 
general direction of building work, and 
the builder who is the architect’s manag- 
ing agent, responsible for the general 
organisation and administration and con- 
struction, to which is added the burden 
of the financial and commercial risks in- 
volved in undertaking building work. 
These two essentially complementary 
functions are regrettably, under current 
circumstances, kept entirely separate 
until a very late stage in the planning 
and development of most building pro- 
jects, and as a result are extremely diffi- 
cult to correlate completely. It is therefore 
of cardinal importance that while the in- 
dustry’s present casual and often fortui- 
tous system of tendering and awarding 


The Terrace Garden, Harewood House, 
scene of the Conference Garden Party. 
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Bolton Abbey. From an ink drawing by 
Martin S. Briggs, FRIBA. 


contracts exists, the basic principles of 
general management should be far better 
understood and practised by architects 
and all engaged under their direction, so 
that the level of managerial skill may be 
raised to that of the very high standards 
now existing in certain sections of indus- 
try in this country. 


THE NATURE OF MANAGEMENT 


Much of the prevalent thought upon 
the subject of building management 
seems to be misconceived and mis- 
directed because of the confusion 
between the tasks of management and 
the techniques of management. The con- 
fusion, which is due to an inadequate 
and narrow outlook on the matter, has 
led to dangerous assumptions, and it is 
therefore important to have the dis- 
tinction between the task and the tech- 
‘nique clarified. Defined in the simplest 
terms, the task or strategy of manage- 

ent is to bring about conditions under 
which the work of a team can come 
quickly and economically to good effect 
in the achievement of some co-operative 
objective. 

The paramount task of management is 
to determine policy and formulate pro- 
cedure, so as to establish a wholesome 
atmosphere in which a high standard of 
morale can be consistently sustained at all 
levels in the conduct of building opera- 
tions. This feature of management in 
industry profoundly affects the whole 
range of human feeling and experience, 
but so often it fails to excite the interest 
of architects and builders and therefore 
enjoys little priority in their direction and 
conduct of building work. 

The techniques or tactics of manage- 


(Continued on page 1000) 
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Bretton Hall College, New Hall 








HUBERT BENNETT, FRIBA, WEST RIDING COUNTY ARCHITECT 


‘iow new building is situated in the grounds of 

Bretton Hall and will become part of the Teachers’ 
Training College. It provides facilities for the practice 
of music, drama and for general assembly, and it will 
be possible to give stage productions there to an 
audience of about 200 persons. 

Traditional materials in keeping with the adjoining 
hall have been used and the new hall is built in plea- 
santly coloured natural stone. To provide facilities 
for games and gymnastics on the stage a removable 
soundproof screen to the proscenium has been in- 
cluded. Dressing rooms are mainly designed for use 
in conjunction with stage productions, but these will 
also be used for outside games. 

Sliding glazed doors to the east wall of the main 
hall will provide an opening 24 ft. by 16 ft. high, which 
can also be used as a proscenium for productions 
staged in the main hall or on the courtyard lawn. The 
basement under the stage level will also be used as a 
workshop for the making of “ props,’’ access being 
obtained from the rear and corridor steps and under 
the proscenium to the main hall. Tutors’ rooms have 
been provided adjoining the main entrance; the 
entrance hall,;-having two screens, can be used for class 
purposes. 

The fabric to the building is mainly composed of 
natural stone, the windows and sliding doors being in 
metal, purpose-made, and glazed to the tutors’ and 


dressing rooms with white “ Plyglass.”” The external 
wall over the proscenium is constructed of timber 
framework with western red cedar strip cladding and 
the roof is composed of ** Stramit ” boards with three- 
layer felt, finished with white limestone chippings. 

The hardwood strip floors to the stage and main 
hall and the wood block floor to the access pit to under 
stage are all in “‘ Ekhimi.””» The proscenium surround 
and the outside face of proscenium boxes are con- 
structed of “loliondo” hardwood and the main 
entrance screens of ‘‘ mansonia”’ hardwood. These 
are French-polished matt finish. Floors to the dressing 
rooms, etc., are finished in terrazzo and the floor to the 
main entrance vestibule in Hornton stone. Heating 
to the main hall is by Frenger acoustic ceiling and to 
the remainder of the rooms by low pressure hot water 
system. 

Building work was carried out by the West Riding 
County Works Department. Following is a list of 
the sub-contractors engaged on the scheme:— 

Tanking to basement, Tunstall, Seysell and Limmer, 
Leeds; duct covers, Meadow Foundry Co., Mansfield; 
metal windows and doors, Crittall Manufacturing Co., 
Braintree; structural steelwork, James Austin, Ltd., Dews- 
bury; wallstone, steps and cills, S. Marshall, Ltd., South- 
owram, Halifax; heating, G. N. Haden and Sons, Ltd., 
Manchester; entrance paving, Hornton Quarries, Ltd., 
Banbury; sanitary fittings, Adamsez, Ltd., Newcastle. 

Electrical, K. Longbottom, Wakefield; roof covering, 
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Wm. Briggs and Sons, Liverpool; fibrous plaster, L. Stead 
Teter and Sons, Bradford; flush doors, J. Sadd and Sons, Maldon, 


| Essex; hardwood strip floors, Hollis Bros., Ltd., Hull; 

Se as ; ironmongery, Dryad Metal Works, Leicester, and Jas. 

SOUTH ELEVATION Gibbons, Ltd., Wolverhampton; main entrance screens, 

Drake and Warters, Ltd., Wakefield; w.c. cubicles, Venesta, 

Ltd.; terrazzo floors, J. Senior and Son, Leeds; dressing- 

room screens, Drake and Warters, Ltd., Wakefield; WI 
railings, Patchett and Co., Ltd., Leeds. 
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Elevation to Paddington-street. 


“LUXBOROUGH HOUSE”, ST. MARYLEBONE, WI 


Architect 
O. GARRY, ARIBA 


Structural Engineer 
C. WEISS, DArch, AMIStructE 


TWENTY flats, with stores, have been planned 

in this building which has a reinforced con- 
crete framework with only 6 in. thick columns (a 
concrete vibrator was used). 

One interesting feature of the construction was 
the external cladding, which was commenced at 
the top floor and brought down in stages. In the 
same way all external work was completed, 
including glazing and paintwork and striking of 
scaffolding. Construction of the internal partitions 
was followed through again from the top floor 
down, so that by the time the ground-floor external 
brickwork was completed decoration of the top 
floor was finished. 


Builders 
W. E. & S. RUMPH (BUILDERS), LTD. 


The entrance steps and hall are finished in Traver- 
tine marble, and green marble was used under the 
name plate and on one side of the entrance door, 
with polished copper kicking plate and specially 
designed door handle. The staircase balustrading 
is of painted wrought iron, mahogany handrail 
and polished copper diagonals. 


Following is a list of sub-contractors: 


Stahlton floors, Costain Concrete Co., Ltd.; facing 
bricks, Hammill Brick Co., Sandwich, Kent; heating and 
plumbing, A. E. Malley and Co., Ltd.; electrical installation, 
A. J. Davies, Bromley, Kent; metal balustrading, Broad- 
mead Products, Maidstone, Kent; sanitary fittings, W. 
Darby and Co., Ltd., Bromley, Kent; woodblock flooring, 
National Flooring Co., Ltd.; kitchen and bathroom flooring, 
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Above: Typical treatment at each floor level. 


Right: Main entrance in Luxborough-street. 


Armstrong Cork Co., Ltd.; door furniture, Alfred G. 
Roberts, Ltd.; kitchen fittings, Peerless Built-In Furniture, 
Perivale, Greenford, Middlesex. 

Refrigerators, ‘‘ Electrolux ’’; marble, Marble Products, 
Ltd., Bromley, Kent; name plate lettering, Comyn Ching 


and Co., Ltd.; entrance door furniture, Artisans (London), “LUXBOROUGH HOUSE,” 
Ltd.; asphalt roofing, Technical Asphalte Co., Ltd.; 
insulating roof screed, MetaMica, Ltd.; metal windows and ST. MARYLEBONE, W1 


doors, Crittall Manufacturing Co., Ltd., Braintree, Essex; 
electric water heaters, Aidas Electric, Ltd., Northolt, 
Middlesex; lift Marryat and Scott, Ltd., Hounslow, 
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pa by J. Howard Leech. 
A GROUP OF COTSWOLD COTTAGES. J. Howard Leech, FRIBA, architect. 


ARCHITECTURE AT THE 
ROYAL ACADEMY, 1955 


THE COURTYARD, LEIGHAM 

COURT ROAD HOUSING SCHEME, 

LONDON, SW16. William F. Howard, 
FRIBA, architect. 





Drawn by F. A. Evans. 


THE ADMINISTRATIVE STAFF 

COLLEGE, GREENLANDS, HENLEY- 

ON-THAMES: new Residential Block. 
Geddes Hyslop, FRIBA, architect. 








Drawn by Frank A. Weemvys. 
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News of the Week 


NOTTS ARCHITECTURAL POLICY 


N OTTINGHAM SHIRE County 
CouNcIL approved at their meeting 
on June 7 an increase in the establish- 
ment of the architect’s department at an 
additional cost of £23,457 per annum. 

The Council intend to work on the 
basis that to clear off the existing backlog 
of work, private architects should be 
engaged, but afterwards the County 
Architect’s Department should be able to 
deal with about 75 per cent. of the Coun- 
cil’s work, leaving 25 per cent. to be com- 
missioned privately. The establishment 
will be increased from 126 to 153. 

The Council are co-operating with the 
Nottingham School of Architecture and 
giving it a small building project each 
year in order to assist the recruitment of 
assistant architects who have passed their 
final examinations but have not yet 
become qualified architects. The head 
of the school will be paid the normal fees 
and will be responsible to the County 
Council for the work. 

The Council are making lodging allow- 
ances and removal. expenses for their 
officers, in order to assist in the recruit- 
ment of quantity surveyors and heating 
engineers. 


NEW OXFORD BUILDING 


OXFORD UNIVERSITY’S projected 
Oriental Institute, which is to be built on 
a site adjacent to the Ashmolean, is being 
designed by Messrs. Easton and Robert- 
son, FF/RIBA, who are now reported to 
be engaged in the preparation of pre- 
liminary plans. 


“ BIGGEST BUILDING IN WORLD” 


FurRTHER details of the plans for the 
biggest building in the world, a “ Palace 
of Progress,” costing $100m., which will 
rise above the present site of Pennsyl- 
vania station in New York City, were 
announced on June 8 by the real estate 
firm of Webb and Knapp in conjunction 
with the Pennsylvania railroad, according 
to a report from a New York correspond- 
ent of The Times. 

While the architectural design of the 
proposed building has not yet been 
approved, indications are that it will have 
the shape of a vast rectangular skyscraper 
500ft. high, with nearly 7m. sq. ft. of floor 
space and with the railway station situa- 
ted underground, . At present the world’s 
biggest building is said to be the Pen- 
tagon at Arlington, Virginia, which has 
6,500,000 ft. of floor space. In terms of 
cubic area, the great pyramid of Egypt 
leads with 93m. cu. ft., while the proposed 
building will have 154m. cu. ft. 

Extending over two full city blocks 
between 7th and 8th Avenues, the build- 
ing will cover nine acres, and will house 
a permanent world’s fair on its lower 
floors, a merchandising mart on its 
middle floors, and an office centre for 
wholesale buyers on the upper floors. 


HARROW BOYS’ VISIT 


AT the invitation of the LMBA, a 
party of senior boys from Harrow 
School, under the charge of the Careers 
Master, is to visit the new headquarters 
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of the TUC, which is being built by Sir 
Robert McAlpine and Sons in Great 
Russell-street, off Tottenham Court-road, 
on June 21, in order to study modern 
building methods. They are afterwards 
to be entertained to tea by the president 
in the council chamber of the LMBA in 
Bedford-square. 


AMENDED TENDERS 


Tue Association of Municipal Corpor- 
ations thinks it would be unwise for local 
authorities to allow amendment of tender 
figures after errors have been discovered. 
They add, however, that it is customary 
in many places where an obvious error is 
discovered, for the tenderer to be given 
an opportunity of indicating whether he 
wishes to stand by his tender or to with- 
draw it. 


FIFTY YEARS OF TEACHING 


AFTER 51 years as a lecturer in archi- 
tecture at the School of Art, Huddersfield 
Technical College, Mr. Norman Culley, 
FRIBA, has resigned the appointment. 
Just over 12 months ago past and present 
students and architect friends held a 
dinner at which presentations were made 
to honour his 50 years’ association with 
the school. The appointment is still a 
part-time one for he has himself practised 
as an architect for close on half a century 
and he has resigned in order to devote 
more time to his practice. 


SCHOOL TO CLOSE 


Ow Inc to lack of pupils, the technical 
school of building crafts started in Bath- 
lane, Newcastle-on-Tyne, by the local 
education committee after the war, is to 
be closed. No more pupils are being 
admitted and those already attending will 
be transferred to other secondary schools 
where they will continue their instruction 
in the building trade. 

Commenting on the closure, Mr. 
L. S. D. Miller, northern organiser of the 
Amalgamated Union of Building Trade 
Workers, contended that the school’s 
scope had not been wide enough, and too 
much emphasis had been laid on joinery 
work, rather than on the trowel trades. 


STOLL THEATRE SITE 


THE Lonpon County COoUNCIL’s town 
planning committee have had under con- 
sideration two applications by Messrs. 
Lewis Solomon, Son and Joseph, on be- 
half of Stoll Theatre, Kingsway, Ltd. The 
first application was for redevelopment of 
the Stoll Theatre site for office and show- 
room use; the second for redevelopment 
of the site by the erection of an office 
and showroom building incorporating a 
theatre. 

The committee have decided to refuse 
town planning permission for the first 
application, but have decided to give 
general approval to the second appli- 
cation subject to certain conditions, in- 
cluding the submission of further detailed 
drawings and plans (including detailed 
elevations) for approval in due course. 


MR. LONGLEY’S APPOINTMENT 
Mr. Norman Lonc_ey, CBE, has been 
elected President of the International 
Federation of Building and Public Works 
Contractors. The office is a two-year 
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term and Mr. Longley succeeds M. Andre 
Borie, of France. The election took place 
in Brussels last week. The last British 
President of the International Federation 
was Sir George Burt, KBE. 


CORNWALL COUNTY ARCHITECT 

APPLICATIONS are invited by July 9 for 
the post of County Architect, Salary 
£2,200 rising to £2,450. Details adver- 
tised elsewhere. 


A LORD MAYOR 


ALDERMAN H. WALLER, a Newcastle-on- 
Tyne builder and contractor, has been 
elected Lord Mayor of Newcastle. 


APPOINTMENT 


Mr. Denys Hupson, BSc(Eng), 


AMICE, borough engineer and surveyor 
at Stoke Newington, is to take up a new 
appointment as borough engineer and 
surveyor of Hampstead, on August 2. 


PROFESSIONAL ANNOUNCEMENT 


Messrs. H. S. HAUGHTON AND PARTNERS, quantity 
surveyors, are moving their Plymouth office to the 


Roya! Building, St. Andrew’s Cross, Plymouth (Tel. : 


65094 /5) where they will be pleased to receive trade 
catalogues. 


FROM “THE BUILDER” OF 1855 
Saturday, June 16, 1855 


TURN-OUT OF CARPENTERS AT CUuR- 
RAGH.—The carpenters at the Curragh 
encampment, chiefly Englishmen, in the 
employ of Messrs. A. and G. Holme, 
left their work on Monday before last 
without notice, and demanded an increase 
of ay 2 in consequence of the working 
hotirs being reduced to from six a.m. to 
eight p.m. It appears that the men have 
insisted upon working from four a.m. to 
hailf-past eight p.m., claiming one and 
one-half day’s wages ; but Messrs. Holme 
found it impossible for the men thus 
to do justice either to themselves or their 
employers, and gave notice that in future 
the time worked should be from six a.m. 
to eight p.m.: for which they would be 
paid one and one-quarter day’s wages. 
..- The carpenters’ rate of wages is said 
to be 28s. per week, and none less than 
26s. and this amount is paid both by 
Messrs. Holme, and Messrs. Courtney 
and Stevens, the co-contractors. 


CRICKET 
LMBA Beat LCC Architects 


THE LMBA opened its 1955 season on 
election day with a victory by three wickets 
over the LCC architects at Kidbrooke. 

The LCC architects won the toss and 
batted first. They were all out for 151, W. E. 
Douglas carrying his bat for 43. J. Walker 
had 3 for 32 and S. Wright 4 for 33. 

For the LMBA, A. F. Wallis went quickly, 
but F. Vidler and E. Lessiter took the score 
to 68 by the tea interval. Lessiter went at 
82. Then Vidler (67) and Burn (40) went 
to 146 without loss. Disaster threatened 
the LMBA at this point, for the next four 
wickets fell with only two runs added. But 
that was the end, and the winning runs came 
without further accident. 

The LMBA’s annual match against the 
Blue Circle Club takes place to-day, June 
17, at Bromley. The LMBA Bowling Club 
is playing the Blue Circle Club the same day 
in a match of three rinks. 
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BRITISH ARCHITECTS’ 
CONFERENCE 


(Continued from page 993) 


ment, on the other hand, are the many 
detailed practices and methods of opera- 
tion which each individual must master 
and be able to use effectively if he is to 
be successful in the general or specialised 
functions of management, be they pri- 
mary, secondary or residual responsi- 
bilities. 
HUMAN RELATIONS 

Enlightened top-level management in- 
volves very much more than the simple 
ability to be agreeable, although courtesy 
and self-discipline are of the greatest 
moment. It is fundamental that there is 
a dynamic and intelligent appreciation of 
the separate role of each individual or 
group concerned in a joint venture and 
a capacity for establishing mutual respect 
and enthusiastic co-operation as well as 
an ability completely to control any un- 
foreseen situation that may arise. It is 
significant that well-trained foremen and 
craftsmen quickly detect a lack of 
managerial ability in an architect, and it 
is difficult, and often impossible, to en- 
sure that respect and co-operation will 
not languish when indifferent or cavalier 
direction is experienced. 

Until the full significance and import- 
ance of planned management in building 
is more fully appreciated and better 
understood, particularly at the top level 
of industry, it is doubtful whether many 
of the burning problems such as future 
architectural and building educational 
policy; the recruitment and training of 
adequate and suitable entrants to the 
crafts and supervisory grades; the im- 
provement of tendering and contract 
procedure; the introduction of better 
budgetary control; the reduction of build- 
ing costs; improved productivity; the 
development of work and method study; 
the greater use of mechanical plant; the 
better application of the results of re- 
search, can be more than tampered with. 
The architectural profession, trained to 
analyse and resolve the requirements of 
building owners, should not find it diffi- 
cult, with the practical experience of 
builders; carefully to analyse and plan in 
detail the optimum pattern of manage- 
ment by which building can be more 
economically and successfully conducted. 

There has been no significant united 
move to date to examine in detail or to 
analyse the complex field of management 
activities in the industry, with a view to 


establishing an acceptable “Code of 
Management Practice for Building 
Work.” 


Management can be broadly translated 
as meaning the whole range of functions 
that are brought to bear upon solving 
the problems involved in transforming 
needs into constructive and productive 
action. So far as building is concerned, 
the architect is inescapably involved in 
the management function from the mo- 
ment that he is appointed by the building 
owner until the settlement of the final 
accounts, and his responsibilities may 
well extend far beyond that period of 


time. The production of client require-° 


ment questionnaires, plans, designs, speci- 
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fications, bills of quantities, schedules, 
work programmes, forms of contract and 
sub-contract, are not final objectives, they 
are purely incidental instruments to 
achieve productive action. They are part 
of the whole apparatus by which general 
and detailed instructions are conveyed 
through a whole series of individuals to 
achieve actual building. 

The chain of command starts with 
those who instigate at the top and goes 
right down to those who ultimately re- 
spond by mental and physical action. All 
need specific and enlightened direction 
from top-level and co-ordinated integra- 
tion within a carefully determined and 
detailed management plan. 


DIVISION OF FUNCTIONS 


The administrative and operational 
procedures may with advantage be set 
out upon an organisational chart indica- 
ting the general structure and division of 
management functions on each building 
project, showing the various individuals 
concerned, their functions, their levels of 
responsibility and authority and their 
varied interrelated contacts. 

The practice of regular minuted meet- 
ings with frequent review of progress by 
both the architect and builder are the 
sole means of ensuring the necessary 
degree of flexibility and smooth flow of 
work by assessing and forecasting short, 
middle and long-term work programmes 
and checking actual results. The estab- 
lishment of sound lines of communica- 
tion and response between top-level 
management and everyone concerned on 
a building is a vital factor in the direc- 
tion and control of the process of assem- 
bly, and needs to be considerably 
developed in the future. Too often there 
is evidence of failure to keep everyone 
advised of the general picture, and this 
invariably leads to discord and counter- 
action which militate against the stream- 
lining of work programmes. It is not an 
exaggeration to say that the success or 
failure of a building project is, with few 
exceptions, a direct reflection upon the 
ability of the architect to exercise his re- 
sponsibility in choosing with infinite care 
the various members who are to form 
each building team. This selection un- 
happily is far too often quite fortuitous 
and haphazard and not infrequently 
results ‘in low individual performance, 
and consequent disappointment and 
frustration for other members of the 
team. 


THE CURRENT DILEMMA 


The importance of complete mutual 
trust and respect between client, architect 
and builder, and also between builder 
and craft worker, cannot be over- 
emphasised, for they are the very founda- 
tions upon which the whole organisation 
of good building depends, The elusiveness 
of these fundamental human qualities is 
the pre-eminent current dilemma facing 
the building industry and there can be no 
doubt that a marked improvement in the 
standards of management practice could 
achieve substantial reduction in building 
costs and a greater satisfaction for those 
engaged in a great and noble industry. 

The Conference may wish to discuss 
the advisability of setting up a Study 
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Group to examine the whole question of 
management practices with a view to 
establishing a Code of Management 
Practice applicable to the broad needs of 
the industry. ‘It might be appropriate for 
the question of closer collaboration be- 
tween architect and builder in the field 
of training and education to be discussed 
so that a common approach to manage- 
ment problems might be developed in the 
several syllabuses at schools of both 
architecture:and building. The future of 
building depends more upon the ability 
of the industry to recognise fully the 
fundamental importance of improved 
management than upon any other single 
factor. It would be a grave misfortune 
indeed if this, possibly unique, occasion 
were to be allowed to pass without setting 
under way at least a pilot study of the 
mechanics of building organisation and 
management with a view to introducing 
suitable training and practices. 


Thursday’s Proceedings 


PT}HURSDAY’S proceedings opened in the 

Royal Hall with an official welcome 
by the Mayor of Harrogate (Councillor 
Robert Riley). The President then called 
on Sir Thomas Bennett and Mr. Woodbine 
Parish to introduce the papers which had 
already been circulated and are summarised 
above. 

Mr. GEORGE GRENFELL BAINES, ARIBA, 
then opened the discussion by saying that 
all architects were workers within the build- 
ing industry and should always remember 
that. For himself he would like to see an 
end to talking about collaboration in the 
ed and a beginning to collaboration 
itself. 


All would agree on the responsibilities 
of the architect. We knew what they were, 
it was how we were to carry them out that 
confronted the profession. It had been 
asked: should we unduly bother ourselves 
about the organisation of the industry, since 
the mind has a limited capacity? And if 
the mind occupied itself with this kind of 
thing, where was the margin for poetry? 
“We are concerned with architecture as well 
as industry. I was glad to hear Sir Thomas 
introduce the word ‘ design,’ which hardly 
appeared in his paper,” added Mr. Baines. 

“Last year the conference to some 
extent was an easier one to grasp. The sub- 
ject was materials and their behaviour. It 
was all tangible. This year it is a much 
more elusive and slippery subject (no offence 
to the builders). We are trying to grasp 
human material—the structure of client, 
architect, builder.” 

The first responsibility. of the architect 
was to inspire a sense of partnership and 
not merely to pay: lip service to this, but 
by complete co-operation and understanding 


to get everyone to feel they were really con- - 


tributing to the job as a whole. That was 
fundamental. As a fundamentalist himself, 
he believed that the basis of building ser- 
vice was. design, in the fullest sense. One 
of the lessons of Sir Thomas’s paper was 
that we: must realise that economics was a 
factor in design that must rank with the 
other three—the useful, the beautiful and 
the buildable. Architects must recognise 
that. They must bring to bear their 
economic instincts as they did their others. 

“The industry is overloaded,” said Mr. 
Baines. “That is unavoidable. We must 
accept it and co-operate with it. Petter, the 
famous aircraft designer, said not long ago 
that too much was expected of the industry, 
too much promised and too much under- 
taken. I could well imagine that to apply 
to the building industry. Our responsibility 
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in this period of high social pressure and 
difficult economic circumstances is that we 
must design down to the bone, and we can 
get plenty out of it as far as poetry is con- 
cerned; and it mustn’t be imagined because 
we concern ourselves with the economic side 
that we are in any way likely to harm archi- 
tecture or ourselves, or spoil our capacity 
to produce the vital spark. This must be 
realised by the profession. By cutting down 
on bricklaying, cutting down the envelope, 
accepting components from other industries, 
working to bigger modules, tackling prob- 
lems of scale and detail—by accepting these 
we spread the capacity of the industry to 
meet the call upon it. 

“We have a major responsibility to our 
client and that, 1 am sure, is bound up also 
with building service. We have to help the 
client to discover his needs. Sir Thomas has 
said that there should: be no variations in 
the ideal contract, no changes of mind. Half 
the troubles are caused by hurried thinking 
at the start. Insufficient information is 
obtained from the client, not passed on to 
the quantity surveyor or builder, and the job 
starts without the basis of understanding that 
is essential We must be forthright with 
clients about the time factor. We must per- 
suade them that it is good business to give 
adequate time for obtaining information. An 
American client told us he didn’t mind how 
much time we spent, since he didn’t pay 
us for it anyway. It was when the contract 
pa out to the builder that he wanted time 
saved. 

“One reason why clients don’t start soon 
enough is that they are uncertain about costs. 
I would like to suggest we establish a cost 
information service, that we collaborate with 
the industry to do it, keep it up to date 
and give it publicity. It could go in with 
stocks and shares, fat-stock prices, etc., as 
a regular news item. I don’t see why we 
can’t give basic costs for building types. It 
would mean _ less_ disillusionment and 
disappointment,’ said Mr. Baines, who added 
that architects had found it best to use the 
quantity surveyor as a co-designer. For 
most of his time he should be in the archi- 
tect’s office. He was one of the most useful 
men to help bring the economic factor 
into balance. He was not used efficiently 
as a co-designer. : 


CONSULTANTS AND THEIR USE 


His firm (Mr. Baines continued) found 
that a combination of consultant service with 
specialist service which had ‘“ know-how ” 
and knowledge of materials had the best of 
both worlds. They called in the specialists 
and the consultant checked their designs. So 
they got both theoretical and practical 
advice. Where they used design services or 
specialists they took a 2 per cent. reduction 
in fee; that was allowed for in the pro- 
fessional code. 

Mr. Parish had said that the designers 
were outside the executive side of the indus- 
try. That did not obtain in many other indus- 
tries. Could architects not give better build- 
ing service if they were in it, employed by 
it? They could be, under certain conditions. 
Their status would have to be high. They 
would have to be at Jeast directors. There 
would have to be a safeguard on quality. 
An enormous amount of trouble was given 
to architects by bad workmanship due to 
poor supervision in the industry. There was 
no real system of inspection. It should not 
be the architect’s job to be a policeman as 
the client expected, and as some immoral 
builders had told him. To suggest only 
doing good workmanship if policed was a 
sign of very low morale. The alternative 
was a national system of building inspection: 
He was sure the builders wouldn’t like that, 
pir would rather put their own house in 
order. 


The RIBA should encourage experiments 
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in selected tenders. He saw no harm in it. 
Sir Thomas suggested competitive fenders 
were the only way, but if we had a price 
exchange system and constantly reported 
basic costs of building back to the public, 
we could take care of this matter of price. 
There would always be an authoritative 
check. 

To recap, the RIBA should try travelling 
symposiums to help people in the provinces. 
Architects should be realistic about costs 
and time requirements. He would like to 
see the Institute initiate joint bodies for 
research, price information, education and 
for simplification of documents. He under- 
stood there was joint machinery in existence. 
It needed a few more connecting rods and a 
few cranks perhaps. 

Carrying on the discussion, Mr. A. G. 
SHEPPARD FIDLER, MArch, FRIBA, said that 
he thought the most important part of Sir 
Thomas Bennett’s paper could be summarised 
as “time and money.” To-day, owing to 
systems of financial control and to the need 
to get a great many approvals, the whole 
process of design preparation had to be 
compressed into a much shorter period. 
While new methods of construction and 
assembly were greatly helping the provision 
of buildings in shorter and shortér time, the 
designing time still seemed unnecessarily 
long to the client. “Can we, as a pro- 
fession, organise ourselves to take account 
of these new conditions? ” asked Mr. Fidler, 
who added that he thought architects would 
have to if they were to hold their rightful 
place in the industry. Architects, he thought, 
would also have to be more businesslike 
in estimating wisely, keeping clients informed 
of running costs, and in not being afraid 
to speak their minds when discussing prob- 
able final costs with them. 


DISTORTED VIEWS 


Referring to the distorted views which 
were held by many about the scope of the 
work carried out by salaried architects, Mr. 
Fidler said that these should now be aban- 
doned and a more balanced picture substi- 
tuted of an official architect carrying out an 
interesting mixed programme of work, with 
private practising architects also sharing in 
the work in collaboration with the official 
architect. Where this arrangement was in 
operation, it worked well and excellent 
results had been obtained. 


On the question of the placing of local 
authority building contracts, Mr. Fidler said 
that while it should be remembered that 
local authorities were trustees for the use 
of public money and normally invited ten- 
ders in the public market, there was a vast 
difference between a contract for a standard 
commodity and for the highly complex 
modern structures required for our society. 
There was need for local authorities, 
nationalised boards and other similar bodies 
to understand the complexity of modern 
building and to be flexible in their inter- 
pretation of the principles and rules which 
they asked their technical officers to follow. 
They should know that the most satisfac- 
tory. and economical results were likely to 
be obtained by limiting the tenderers to 
those contractors known to be capable of 
doing a good job and of adhering to the 
time schedule. Collaboration at the pre- 
planning stage, which included the -contrac- 
tor, was not likely to be acceptable generally 
to local authorities because of their adher- 
ence to the tendering system, essential as 
giving a check on contractors’ prices. But 
that was not to say that experiments were 
not of value. 

In conclusion, Mr. Fidler asked for more 
symposiums on the lines of the multi-storey 
flats and hospital efforts to enable architects 
to keep abreast of current research and 
development. 

Mr. J. KEAN (MoW Scotland) supported 
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Mr. Fidler in his view that collaboration 
at pre-planning stage was not possible. The 
right stage, he thought, was towards the 
end of the preparation of the working draw- 
ings. But in any case it was impossible 
with Government departments. Neverthe- 
less, it was necessary for the architect, 
builder and client to get more together; he 
knew of an insurance company which did 
much building work using a_ glorified 
organiser of the work who acted as a middle- 
man. He did not think that was a good 
thing. 


TOO MANY TUNES 


Mr. Noev Hitt (Manchester) made three 
points. First, did the architect always know 
the relative value of various systems? 
Second, did advice always result in building 
in the most economical manner? And third, 
was the architect responsible for so arrang- 
ing things that the builder lost contact with 
his workmen? The architect, he thought, 
called too many tunes. Experiments had to 
be paid for. In the Manchester City Archi- 
tect’s office they had reduced the number 
of structural tunes played and had simpli- 
fied requirements so that builders got the 
job to themselves until the roof was on; 
the builder also had complete control of 
sub-contracts. As a result costs had coine 
tumbling down. 

Mr. JOHNSON BLACKETT (Newport, Mon.) 
said that the papers they had read were 
long overdue. What builders needed was 
good, clear information. As for the esti- 
mator, he should not make any attempt io 
prepare estimates which competed with the 
lowest likely estimate. Competitive tender- 


.ing was not a good thing. He personally 


was keen on the selective tendering system, 
and he had recommended his authority 
accordingly; selected lists were now used. 

Sir THOMAS BENNETT, answering some of 
the points so far raised, said that he agreed 
with Mr. Noel Hill that what was required 
was the relative cost of every system. Could 
not the BRS help here? Mentioning per- 
sonal experience, he had found that framing 
quoted for a building estimated to cost 
£300,000 had cost £30,000 less in reinforced 
concrete than in steel. 

Mr. ParisH thought that the negotiated 
contract might well be the means of helping 
to overcome the conditions under which 
operatives were engaged, and thus assist in 
making them happy and contented. There 
must be good leadership at the top under 
dynamic leadership of the architect, for if 
we didn’t get it at the top we wouldn’t get 
it further down the scale. 

Mr. H. S. Oppre (Institute of Builders, 
Liverpool), said that outwardly the building 
industry was prosperous, but inwardly it 
was sick. He pleaded for full information 
to be given at the beginning of the job in 
the shape of drawings intelligible not only 
to those who prepared them but to those 
who had to build from them. It would 
also be a great help if there could be some 
regularisation of the invitations to tender. 
Could not the local architectural societies 
do something to prepare a diary of coming 
contracts? Referring to the newly set up 
Board of Building Education, he expressed 
the hope that ‘when it was convened, the 
RIBA, RICS and the Board would come 
together to establish some joint form of 
training for education before students 
branched off into their several professions. 

On the question of how to improve 
human relationships, Mr. Oddie made four 
suggestions: 1, to distribute part of the 
profits to the men on a loose basis of 
co-partnership; 2, to institute supplementary 
pension schemes for those who had grown 
old in a builder’s service; 3, to set up 
work study groups; and 4, to institute a 
system of pupilage. 

Mr. REX PROCTER (Leeds) said that half 
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the problems of the industry were due to 
alterations and to lack of pre-contract plan- 
ning. He thought that competitive tendering 
was best, but that needed time, and if time 
was not available, then we must get a 
different system, fixed fee, schedule of prices, 
and so on. He regretted to say that the 
architect didn’t lead very often. Most arbi- 
trations with which he was concerned, said 
Mr. Procter, came about because the de- 
cisions which the architect should have 
given weren’t given at the right time. 


SPECULATIVE BUILDING 


Mr. M. B. TeTLow (Harrogate), while 
endorsing Sir Thomas Bennett’s remarks on 
house-building efficiency, was not happy 
about cottage-type housing. Now that 
national policy was linked to the single indi- 
vidual house, he hoped that those responsible 
would use influence to bring in the archi- 
tect on speculative work. 

Sir THOMAS BENNETT said that, in spite 
of everything, there were some contracts 
which had to be started without full details; 
properly managed, results should be satis- 
factory. More study should be given to 
the techniques of managing such contracts. 

Mr. R. P. HowGRAVE-GRAHAM (Crawley 
New Town) stressed the contribution made 
by the architects’ services to the community, 
and said that good architecture could be 
produced by a team, working right through 
from the architect to the operative on the 
site. As for the documents. we must always 
be looking to methods of simplifying expres- 
sion. It should ‘be remembered that a 
drawing was a means of communicating to 
the person who was to do the work just 
what was to be done. Specifications should 
be simplified. As to the value of confer- 
ences, this could be increased if it were 
someone’s responsibility to do some follow- 
up work, delegating to existing RIBA com- 
mittees the job of considering and reporting 
back to Council on the key points raised, 

Dr. R. E. BRapBury (Liverpool) said that 
it might not be enough to give the builder 
precise, complete instructions unless he took 
into account the conditions in which the 
industry was working to-day. A good deal 
had been said about alterations when the 
work was under way. He would remind 
them that there was the type of alteration 
which was an improvement. On tendering 
systems, Dr. Bradbury thought that public 
tendering must be let in such a way as to 
make clear that procedure was proper. But 
he would be in favour of using selective 
lists, especially if contractors could be 
graded, starting at the lowest levels, so 
that builders, as they proved themselves, 
could move up the lists. With regard to 
the training of architects, he would suggest 
to the RIBA that they should inaugurate 
training in office and contract management 
for post-graduates. 


Friday's Discussions 


HEN the Conference assembled on 

Friday morning, the four opening 
speakers recapitulated the previous morning’s 
discussion, after which Mr. RAYMOND 
WALKER said that the architect of to-day 
was beginning to accept the contribution 
of research in meeting the increasing 
demands made by clients. 

Mr. GRAHAM Crump (Croydon) asked why 
the architect should have to. mug up new 
processes and ways of doing things if the 
contractor was not going to take the trouble 
to learn to execute those processes. As 
for site meetings, too often such meetings 
were called only by the architect, which he 
thought was wrong. What architects needed 
was greater help on the site. 

Mr. Howarp Loss (London) said that 
all parts of the industry corresponded to 
the crew of a ship. There should be mutual 


THE BUILDER 


confidence in each other and in the skipper. 
Present conditions made that difficult. The 
client was careful about selecting his archi- 
tect, whose integrity he accepted. But the 
selection of the builder was more chancy, 
for architects had difficulty in deciding on 
builders in complete impartiality. Was it 
possible to “star” contractors according to 
integrity and ability? What could be done, 
also, asked Mr. Lobb, to get a much higher 
standard of foremanship? 


IMPROVING PRODUCTION 


He agreed with Mr. Parish on the need 
for improving human relationships, said 
Mr. Lobb. He personally used models and 
drawings a good deal in getting the craft 
sides interested in projects. He had done 
that on the Festival of Britain on the South 
Bank, where also, at a time when the con- 
tracts were running behind schedule, all 
work was closed down on one Sunday and 
the workmen were invited to bring their 
wives and children for the day to see what 
was going on. The effect of that on subse- 
quent progress was miraculous, said Mr. 
Lobb. 

Sir THOMAS BENNETT said that classifica- 
tion of contractors was not so easy. An 
important lesson to remember was _ that 
people liked to work with others whose 
methods they knew. It should also be 
remembered that firms varied from year 
to year with the coming and going of key 
personnel, and lists, if prepared, would have 
to be kept up to date. Far too many firms 
relied on good foremen, and head office did 
not exercise sufficient control. 

Mr. ParISH instanced the precise counter- 
part, and quoted cases where architects 
appointed young assistants to jobs who 
could not take decisions. He mentioned 
that his firm also had their lists, in this 
case of architects some of whose names 
when attached to an invitation to tender 
meant that five per cent. would be added to 
basic prices because the builder was unlikely 
to get an easy run or a fair deal. He was 
glad to say, however, that there was the con- 
verse side, where as much as 2} per cent. 
could be discounted! 


CLERKS OF WORKS — 
As for clerks of works, he thought the 


RIBA had a fundamental responsibility for , 


selecting and training new entrants. On the 
general question of management, there were 
specific directions in which the RIBA could 
take action, and he drew attention to the 
Ministry of Education (Urwick) Report on 
the subject. This was the standard book 
on management, and it could be the basis 
of that part of the architect’s training in the 
subject. He would like to emphasise (said 
Mr. Parish) that architects were part of the 
industry; those who thought of themselves as 
something outside it were denying them- 
selves. 

Dr. WESTON (BRS) endorsed the need for 
comparable data and costs of various 
systems. The Station had done some work 
of appraisal of the cost of various forms of 
construction in terms of thermal insulation. 
He thought, however, that it should be 
remembered that differing conditions made it 
difficult to get data that was strictly compar- 
able. Contractors and men varied, and these 
differences were reflected in price. But if 
cost was to become a factor in design, cost 
analysis was the best way. 

Mr. ALEX STEELE (Edinburgh) said the 
whole matter under discussion was one of 
education. Architects under training were 
given insufficient instruction on professional 
practice matters. Young architects ought to 
be able to write competent specifications. On 
the constructional side, no industry had failed 
so lamentably in the matter of education. 
Many large firms were training no appren- 
tices, and in any case insufficient incentives 
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were being given to them to become trained, 
There was also a shortage of good training 
courses for clerks of works. 

Mr. J. H. ForsHAW (Ministry of Housing) 
thought we were round the corner of many 
of our difficulties and we should be able to 
specify better materials and higher quality of 
work. But the latter, if the Queen’s Speech 
of the previous day was any guide, might 
have to be obtained by using inferior quality 
materials, for it was clear that the spend. 
ing of public money would be closely looked 
at. The answer partly lay in going op with 
research. Speaking of points which had been 
raised, Mr. Forshaw hoped that big autho;si- 
ties would be courageous enough to bring in 
private architects more than some had done 
in the past. On tendering, selecting firms 
was justifiable, but you must grade not the 
firm, but the work to be done. Mr. Noel 
Hill’s warning that it was possible to call 
too many constructional tunes should be 
heeded. As to training for management, 
he hoped the RIBA Board of Architectural 
Education would see to it that this subject 
was included in students’ curricula. Point- 
ing out that Germany had last year com- 
pleted 530,000 homes against our 350,000, 
Mr. Forshaw said that the difference was 
not altogether to be explained by the facts 
that standards of building and of accom- 
modation were lower. It was explained by 
the spirit which prevailed on the jobs, and 
Mr. Parish had laid his finger on the spot 
in suggesting that we needed more unity of 
fellowship over here. The absence of a 
member of the Operatives’ Federation ftom 
the Conference was, he thought, a pity. 

Mr. W. A. ALLEN (BRS) asked that there 
should be a follow-up of the Conference 
and suggested that principal points raised 
should be remitted to appropriate com- 
mittees whose reports should be made to 
Council. There had been some results from 
last year’s conference on materials, and an 
industrial liaison committee had been set up. 
Some industrialists had responded by say- 
ing in effect: “ Tell us what you want and 
we will try to meet it.” Industry, in fact, 
wanted to know what. architects needed. 

Turning to the contracting side, Mr. 
Allen said that nothing had been said about 
the smaller contractor, .the man who 
employed, say, half-a-dozen men; _ his 


experience was that a disconcerting number: 


went broke. Did it point to incapacity to 
organise his show, especially on the cost- 
ing side? The industry would have to 
learn that it would pay to train and pay 
costing staff. 

Mr. F. C. SAxon (Chester) suggested that 
discussion might be continued in the Allied 
Societies. 


SUMMING UP 


After Mr. A. G. Ling (Coventry), Mr. 
Eric Cole (Cirencester), Mr. J. Kean, Mr. 
E. Proctor and Mr. Norman Culley (Hud- 
dersfield) had spoken, SiR THOMAS BENNETT 
summed up. The conference had brought 
out (said Sir Thomas) the increasing sense 
of responsibility felt by the architect for 
the builder and by the builder for the archi- 
tect. That alone would justify the Con- 
ference. There had naturally been varia- 
tions in views, but there had been remark- 
able unanimity on some matters of import- 
ance, notably the needs for early drawings 
and accurate estimating. Attention should 
be given to the training of the clerk of 
works, and also to the insufficient pay of 
craftsmen, a factor which was preventing 
the best type of man from coming into the 
industry. Building, in spite of the 
changes it was undergoing, still needed a 
high standard of craftsmanship. 

Mr. PaRISH, summing up, said that the 
Conference had taken the first step in 
examining and laying bare the problems 
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which needed management. When those 
problems had been fully broken down, they 
should be resolved into terms of training. 
Management must operate in the full 
knowledge of design problems. He was 
delighted that there might be a Study 
Group set up, and could promise the fullest 
co-operation of the dnstitute of Builders 
and the National Federation. 

THE PRESIDENT said that the National 
Joint Consultative Committee of Architects, 
Quantity Surveyors and Builders might be 
the ” aceinaes body to consider the points 
raised. 

Proposing a vote of thanks to the principal 
speakers, MR. JEFFERISS MATHEWS (vice- 
President) made three points. First, he said, 
architects must become more aware of their 
economic responsibility without losing sight 
of their responsibility to achieve good archi- 
tecture. Second, builders must be more 
receptive to new ideas and new techniques. 
Third, there must be mutual integrity and 
trust between all sides of the industry. 
Suspicion bred suspicion, but trust in 99 
cases out of a hundred produced trust. 

Mr. R.A. H. Livetr (Leeds) seconded the 
vote which was carried by acclamation. 


THE CONFERENCE BANQUET 
A Call for Cheaper Churches 


(THE Conference Banquet was held in the 

Majestic Hotel on the Friday night, 
with the President (Mr, C. H. Aslin) in the 
chair. 

Proposing the toast of the Borough of 
Harrogate, Mr. Hubert Bennett, President 
of the West Yorkshire Society of Architects, 
paid tribute to the spaciousness of Harrogate, 
its clean moorland air, and its flowers. Re- 
sponding, the Mayor, COUNCILLOR ROBERT 
J. RILEY, said members of the Institute were 
playing a vital part in helping to restore old 
buildings in Harrogate, and thus preventing 
the centre of the town from becoming a 
rotting core. 

Proposing the toast of the Royal Institute, 
THE BisHop OF RIPON (Dr. George Chase) 
said it was fitting that someone connected 
with the Church should propose this toast. 
There had long been a close connection be- 
tween the two professions. . In the days 
when houses were made of mud and wattle 
it was in the building of cathedrals and 
churches that architects really got going— 
and how they enjoyed it. “One feels 
when one goes into a place like my Cathe- 
dral that they must have ibeen enjoying 
themselves. Even in places where people 
cannot see it, their work was thorough, and 
the work is carried through as though they 
enjoyed themselves. When times got quieter 
and people could build respectable houses 
to look nice, then came a wonderful chance 
for architects, and again they took it. And 
thus you get some of the wonderfully beauti- 
ful buildings which are a joy to see to-day.” 

But all the way through there had been 
this contract with the Church and he was 
happy to think it was still there. His ex- 
perience of architects was that when they 
got their teeth into a ‘building like a church, 
even though of the simplest propostions, 
there was something there which allowed 
them to show their individuality. There 
must be far more satisfaction than in build- 
ing just another house. 

The Bishop continued, ‘‘ We hope to use 
you, we want to build quite a number of 
churches. You can help ‘because they are 
so horribly expensive nowadays, Can you 
help us to make them a bit cheaper? I hope 
it is one of the subjects you have been talk- 
ing about; We oughi to try to use modern 
methods which make things easier and 
cheaper—not skimpy, but within the compass 
But even 
in architecture you have to draw the line 
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somewhere, so—not too modern, please! 

“We hope you will be able to experiment 
and help us by your experiments. I under- 
stand that, especially in the field of school 
architecture, your President has been a leader 
of experiments. I hope some of you will 
experiment in the way of churches—some- 
thing more quick, and cheaper.” 

Responding to the toast, THE PRESIDENT 
asked the Bishop why he should want cheaper 
churches, ‘but not too modern please? * You 
cannot have cheaper churches and not have 
them modern,” said the President, who added 
that this was one of the best annual meet- 
ings they had ever had, in part due to the 
charm of Harrogate, but also due to their 
good friends who had started off the dis- 
cussions, Sir Thomas had given them a 
great deal to think about and a great deal of 
inspiration. 

He continued: “In the past month we 
have been told by young members of the 
profession that we ought to form a trade 
union. They are not old enough to realise 
that trade unions are on the way out, or that 
this is a profession and an art. Iam not 
going to pretend that we do not care what 
we get for it, but the RIBA has no intention 
whatever (as far as I am concerned) of hav- 
ing any form of trade union inside the RIBA. 
The incentive of architects to do ‘first-class 
work is sufficient without any trade unions. 
All architects produce good work and have 
the satisfaction of serving the community 
and their clients. 

“ The RIBA will pursue a policy of seeing 
to the needs of the young people without any 
sort of recourse to the provision of any kind 
of trade union. Next week we have a Coun- 
cil Meeting and then we shall give some 
thought to the requirements of the people 
who have been so vocal.” 

Mr. Aslin said he had obtained great ad- 


‘ vantages from three days in Harrogate. They 


had been indicative that architects had not 
lost sight of the great opportunities they had 
before them, and, what was more encourag- 
ing, their friends the builders obviously were 
equally ready to take part in the tremendous 
opportunities which they all possessed. “ We 
can go back to the days when everyone had 
one object in view: that is to provide fine 
buildings,” he added. 

Mr. KENNETH M. B. Cross, Honorary 
Secretary of the Institute, proposed the toast 
of the guests felicitously, and the LorpD 
Mayor oF LeEeps (Alderman Sir James 
Croysdale) responded. 


Among those present were: Lady Croysdale, Mrs. 
R. J. Riley, Mrs. C. H. Aslin, Councillor John T. 
Gee (Mayor of Huddersfield) and Mrs. Gee, Alder- 
man H. J. Bambridge, Sir Thomas and Lady Bennett. 
Major J. H. Hudson and Mrs. M. Hudson, Mr. and 
Mrs. J. R. Miller, Mr. J. Nicholl (Mayor of Halifax) 
and Miss M. Nicholl, E. Ambrose, Fello Atkinson, 
Mr. and Mrs. Grenfell Baines, E. Bird, Mr. and 
Mrs. D. Booth, F. H. Booth, Dr. and Mrs. R. 
Bradbury, Mr. and Mrs. E. Brown, Mr. and Mrs. 
F. Chippindale, Lt.-Col. F. Cole, Mr. and Mrs. 
H. Conolly, Mr. and Mrs. H. G. Coulter, Mr. and 
Mrs. G. Crump, Mr. and Mrs. J. W. A. Cubitt, 
Mr. and Mrs. N. Culley, Mr. and Mrs. C. Culpin, 
Mr. and Mrs. J. W. Davidson, Mr. and Mrs. W. H. 
Glen Dobie, Mr. and Mrs. H. A. Dod, Mr. and 
Mrs. E. A. Ferriby, A. G. Sheppard Fidler, G. H. 
Foggitt, J. H. Forshaw, Mrs. M. J. Gerrard, Mr. 
and Mrs. J. S. Gifford, Mr. and Mrs. J. Greaves, 
Mr. and Mrs. W. G. Harper, J. Kennedy Hawkes, 
Mr. and Mrs. A. Graham Henderson, Mr. and 
Mrs. Allanson Hick, Mr. and ‘Mrs. H. A. Hickson, 
Mr. and Mrs. G. Noel Hill, Mr. and Mrs. G. B. 
Howcroft, Mr. and Mrs. L. C. Howitt, Mr. and 
Mrs. W. A. P. Jack, G. Lacoste, Mr. and Mrs. 
R. P. Lay, Mr. and Mrs. Ian Leslie, A. G. Ling, 
Mr. and Mrs. R. A. H. Livett, Mr. and Mrs. H. V. 
Lobb, Mr. and Mrs. W. McCrea, Mr. and Mrs. 
C. Mardall, E. D. Jefferiss Mathews, Mr. and 
Mrs. J. Nelson Meredith, Mr. and Mrs. C. W. C. 
Needham, Mr. and Mrs. C. A. R. Norton, Mr. and 
Mrs. F. J. M. Ormrod, Mr. and Mrs. D. E. Woodbine 
Parish, Mr. and Mrs. Pyman, A. Rankine, 
C. A. Richards, Mr. and Mrs. T. Roper, E. Rosen- 
berg, Mr. and Mrs. F. C. Saxon, E. Scherrer, Mr. 
and Mrs. R. S. Shapley, Dr. and Mrs. W. A. 
Singleton, C. D. Spragg, F._R. Steele, Mr. and 
Mrs. M. B. Tetlow, W. J. F. Tillyard, Mr. and 
Mrs. W. Tocher, Mr. and Mrs. H. J. Walls, H. R. 
Williams. Mr. and Mrs. J. Gilchrist Wilson, and 
Mr. F. R. S. Yorke. 
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RIBA 
Council Election Results 
T a general meeting of the Royal 


Institute of British Architects held on 
Tuesday, June 14, the results of the annual 
elections to the Council were made public. 

Mr. Charles Herbert Aslin, CBE, was re- 
elected President. The other results were’ 


RIBA COUNCIL, 1955-1956 
PAST PRESIDENTS : 

Sir Howard Robertson, MC, ARA, SADG, and 
Sir Percy Edward Thomas, OBE, LL.D, DL, JP, 
MTPI (Cardiff) (unopposed). 

MEMBERS OF COUNCIL : 

Elected : E. Maxwell Fry (1,918 votes), J. Murray 
Easton (1,627), F. R. S. Yorke (1,620), C. G. Stil- 
man (1,420), Edward D. Mills (1,406), Gordon T. 
Tait (1,318). 

Not elected: Hubert Bennett (Wetherby), J. H. 
Forshaw, Harold Conolly (Chelmsford), H. T. 
Cadbury-Brown, Eric A. Lyons (East Molesey), T. 
Cecil Howitt (Nottingham), S. Rowland Pierce, F. B. 
Pooley (Aylesbury), Archibald G. Jury (Glasgow), 
A. D. Jones (Birmingham), F. H. Crossley (Derby), 
Prof. H. Miles Wright (Liverpool), M. Hartland 
Thomas (Sittingbourne), j Fairhurst (Man- 
chester), George Fairweather, S. V. Goodman (Bed- 
ford), A. R. F. Anderson, F. J. M. Ormrod (Liver- 
pool), T. W. Haird (Leicester), T. E. North, C. F. 
Bates (Newport, Mon.), L. R. Gower (Cardiff), 
A. E. Geens (Bournemouth). 

ASSOCIATE MEMBERS OF COUNCIL: 

Elected : Peter F. Shepheard (2,372 votes), J. L. 
Womersley (Sheffield) (1,900), Tom Mellor (Lytham 
St. Annes) (1,090). 

Not elected: Charles H. Pike, L. H. Wilson 
(Canterbury), R. Llewelyn Davies, N. P. Thomas 
(Cardiff), J. G. Woollatt (Nottingham), Alexander 
Steele (Edinburgh), J. T. Castle (Reading), E. F. 
Smith (Hull), A. Drew-Edwards (Leicester), R. E. W. 
Fer (Chorley Wood). 

LICENTIATE MEMBER OF COUNCIL: , 

Elected : R. W. Toms (Bexleyheath) (1,529 votes). 

Not elected: S. L. Whitehouse (Birmingham), W. 
Norman Oliver (Bridport). 


HOUSING PROGRESS REPORT 
Figures for April 


The Housing Summary presented recently 
to Parliament as a White Paper jointly by 
the Minister of Housing and Local Govern- 
ment and the Secretary of State for Scotland, 
shows that the number of permanent houses 
completed in Great Britain during April was 
21,496 compared with 27,261 in April, 1954. 
In the first four months of 1955, 103,729 per- 
manent houses were completed compared 
with 105,351 in the same period of 1954. 


A LIVELY NONAGENARIAN 


THE Commons, Open Spaces and Foot- 
paths Preservation Society is 90 years old 
this summer. The society, which was 
founded in 1865 by Lord Eversley, in- 
cluded John Stuart Mill, Lord Mount 
Temple and Professor Huxley among its 
early members. Its initial activities in- 
volved law suits to save the commons in 
and around London and from these be- 
ginnings it has progressed as_ the 
champion of common land and open 
spaces throughout the country. 

The society also has much solid 
achievement to its credit in its rdle of 
watchdog over public rights of way, and 
recently it has been pressing the Govern- 
ment to look into the problem of the 
better agricultural use of commons, con- 
sistent with their growing importance as 
public open spaces. 

We wish increasing strength to this de- 
voted society whose work grows in value 
from year to year and to whom we: are 
all indebted. 








IN PARLIAMENT 


Long and Heavy Session Expected 


MPHE 630 members of the new House of 
Commons, elected on May 26, assem- 
bled on June 7 for the traditional ceremonies 
of electing a Speaker and swearing-in. They 
met in less fortunate circumstances than 
had been the case of the new Parliament 
in 1951, although there was something 
analogous in the crisis. At that time the 
difficulties had arisen from balance of 
payments and were economic and financial; 
this time they were economic, but had arisen 
from domestic causes, namely, the industrial 
disputes in the railway and dock industries, 
The general election had provided the 
Government, led by Sir Anthony Eden, with 
an increase in their majority over all parties; 
they now have a margin of 60, the kind 
of working majority that all Governments 
hope for. The result of the election was 
a national vote of confidence in the policies 
which the Conservative Government had 
pursued since they were returned to power 
in 1951 under the leadership of Sir Winston 
Churchill. 

The new House includes many old faces 
—566 of those who sat in the last Parlia- 
ment have been returned, some with in- 
creased, some with perilously decreased 
majorities. Several of the newcomers have 
been seen in the Commons before; indeed, 
one was first elected in 1931, losing his seat 
in 1950. No Minister was defeated at the 
polls. although Sir Gurney Braithwaite, who 
was at one time Parliamentary Secretary to 
the Ministry of Transport, lost his seat in 
Bristol. 

The railway strike, with its damaging 
effect on the national economy, had caused 
the Government to declare a state of emer- 
gency at the end of May. The need to 
obtain Parliamentary approval of the Orders 
in Council reauired to make that decision 
effective, so that essential supplies and 
services would be safeguarded, led to Par- 
liament meeting at an earlier date than had 
been proposed. Having elected Mr. W. S. 
Morrison as Speaker for another term, 
members began to take the oath, a ceremony 
for which only one day, instead of the 
normal four or five, had been allocated. 

On June 9 the Queen drove to Westmin- 
ster to open the new Parliament. A long 
and heavy session was foreshadowed in her 
speech. THE PRIME MINISTER, during the 
debate on the Address in the Commons, 
said that this matter had been carefully 
considered by the Government. The choice, 
he indicated, after the election, was either 
to have a brief session to the end of the 
summer or to plan for a longer one. They 
had come to the conclusion that the latter 
course was the better. ; 


THE QUEEN’S SPEECH 


In her speech from the Throne, THE 
QUEEN announced that among the proposals 
of her Ministers would be “such further 
action as may be required in the public 
interest to deal with abuses in the field of 
monopolies and restrictive practices.” It 
is not yet known how far this will go. or 
whether it will include the question of 
identical] tenders, several examples of which, 
relating to cement and steel, have been 
brought to the notice of the House. 

The report of the Monopolies Commis- 
sion on exclusive dealings and collective 
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boycott and the use of private trading courts 
has, the PRIME MINISTER said, now been 
received by the Government. It would be 
published within the next three weéks, and 
would be of crucial interest and great public 
importance, provoking controversy. 

Housing and education also figured promi- 
nently in the Government’s future plans. 
In addition to maintaining a high rate of 
house-building, Ministers would encourage 
action to secure a more rapid clearance of 
slums in town and country and to relieve 
urban congestion. Legislation to further 
those objects would be introduced as it was 
found necessary. There would be a con- 
tinued expansion in the building and im- 
provement of schools, particularly in rural 
areas. 

Other legislation which it is proposed to 
introduce during the session includes a Bill 
to reform the law of copyright in accordance 
with the report of the Copyright Com- 
mittee, and one to reduce the pollution of 
air by smoke and other causes. The latter 
was promised during the last Parliament by 
Mr. Duncan Sandys, Minister of Housing 
and Local Government, when replying to 
Mr. Gerald Nabarro’s private member’s Bill 
to deal with the subject on the lines of 
the Beaver Committee’s report. It is 
expected that the Government’s Bill will 
follow the recommendations of that commit- 
tee, which they have accepted, and the date 
of its presentation will depend on the pro- 
gress made in the talks betwen the Govern- 
ment and the interested parties. 


HOUSING POLICY 

Dealing with the proposals of the Queen’s 
speech, Sir ANTHONY EDEN said that in 
the ten years since the end of the war 
two million permanent houses had been 
completed in Britain. That was a satisfac- 
tory achievement, however one might con- 
sider it. The Government were proud of 
the fact that more than half that total had 
been completed in their 34 years. Now 
the time had come for a determined attack 
on the slums. They had set themselves a 
target—as they had done in housing—to 
clear 200,000 persons every year from the 
slums in Britain. That had been the figure 
reached just before the war; it took many 
years to reach, and he hoped they would 
get to the target more rapidly. 

The first step had been taken. Housing 
authorities had been given some responsi- 
bilities, and were already at work compiling 
estimates of their slum houses and drawing 
up proposals to deal with them. The 
Government expected the returns later in 
the summer, and when these had been 
received they would be able to measure 
their task. It would be a heavy task,. but 
they intended to press on with it until 
everyone. now in slum property would be 
housed in decent conditions. 


SCHOOL BUILDING 
Education would have a high place in 


the Government’s plans. The _ school- 
building programme was now growing 
steadily, and smaller classes could be 


expected, first in primary and later in 
secondary schools. Last December county 
councils had been invited to prepare plans 
for new buildings to reorganise their all-age 
schools. The response had far exceeded the 
Government’s expectations, and there would 
be some sorting out to be done. The Minis- 
ter of Education was confident that most 
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of those authorities would keep to the time- 
table to which he had asked them to work. 

It was encouraging that local authorities 
were taking advantage of the freedom to 
spend more on improving existing schools, 
and he hoped it would not be long before 
a start could be made on replacing schools 
which were too old to modernise. Local 
authorities had submitted ambitious schemes 
for technical colleges. Everything could not 
be done at once, but the Government were 
determined to make a big advance in this 
sphere of education. 

In Scotland the school-building pro- 
gramme had increased markedly. There, 
it had been possible to make a start ahead 
of England with the replacement of unsatis- 
factory schools in some areas. 

During the debate which followed, Mr. 
Horace KING said that in spite of what 
the Government proposed to do about slum 
properties there had to be set the fact tha: 
they had steadily reduced the building of 
houses for letting according to need. In 
Southampton the council allocation had 
been cut to 600 this year. He had heard 
rumours of a change of mind, but he would 
urge the Government not to cut down 
the council house ‘part of the building 
programme. 

Mr. ErIc JOHNSON said that slum clear- 
ance was a serious matter in Manchester, 
where it was estimated last year that there 
were 68,000 houses unfit for human habita- 
tion which needed pulling down and 
replacing. The progress of demolition was 
governed by the rate at which new houses 
could be built to replace the older ones. 
Manchester was hoping to increase its 
building rate from 3,000 to 5,000 houses a 
year, but the maintenance of that rate 
depended on the ability to obtain sites out- 
side the city or building multi-storey flats, 
which were not only expensive, but 
unpopular. 

When it was considered that the city had 
the needs not only of slum clearance but 
also of about 13,000 people still living in 
lodgings it might well be that they would 
have to go outside the city for sites and 
build multi-storey flats as well. He hoped 
the Minister would have plans to help the 
city with new sites. If such help was not 
forthcoming there was danger of the hous- 
ing and slum-clearance programme break- 
ing down before many years had elapsed. 


RESTRICTIVE PRACTICES 

Mr. ROBERT EDWARDS, a new member, in 
a maiden speech, referred to the examples 
quoted recently of restrictive practices, and 
said that at Bristol seven tenders for 
cement were the same; the London County 
Council received ten tenders for steel 
girders for the building of schools and they 
were all for the same amount. At West 
Hartlepool] the local council received sever 
tenders for steel girders for the building of 
schools, and each tender, to the very last 
penny, was the same as all the others. 
When the council asked a local firm why 
it had not tendered they said it was not 
able to do so because it had some agree- 
ment with the ring. 

If the price of steel girders for school- 
building was high, the cost of education 
was higher than it should be. If the cost 
of steel girders was higher than it should 
be, the cost of every house that was built, 
every bridge, ship and every machine for 
export built was dearer than it otherwise 
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would be. People were paying more for 
the goods than they would otherwise have 
to pay or should have to pay. 

Mr. Davip Jones, the member for Hartle- 
pool, said that the question of monopolies 
had been exercising the minds of the Asso- 
ciation of Municipal Corporations for some 
time. Recently the association had had 
a report from the principal official of one 
of the biggest municipal corporations in the 
country, who indicated that the municipali- 
ties, so far as it was possible to judge, were 
being subjected to restrictive and monopoly 
practices about a whole range of articles 
which they used in substantial quantities. 
If those authorities were being called on to 
pay higher prices for cement, steel and other 
commodities, the ratepayers would be called 
on to pay higher rates. 

The West Hartlepool Town Council, con- 
cerned with building a secondary school, 
invited tenders from a series of firms fabri- 
cating steel and received six tenders, five of 
which were identical to the last penny. If 
action was to be taken about abuses in 
monopolies and restrictive practices, what 
was it to be and when would it be taken? 
Would there be action in 1955, 1956, 1957 
or 1958 before the next appeal to the 
country? 

AIR POLLUTION 
Mr. ELLis Situ, referring to the plans 


. for dealing with air pollution, said that far 


too long had the country tolerated this con- 
tamination of the air in industrial areas. 
His greatest regret was that the matter was 
not being given the urgent attention it 
merited. The Opposition must insist on 
100 per cent. implementation of the Beaver 
Committee’s report without any compro- 
mise. 

Mr. CHARLES Hopson said that smoke 
was not the greatest nuisance; the greatest 
menace was smoke which was coloured and 
diluted. On the periphery of London there 
were four power stations in Willesden which 
put out fumes which were white in colour. 
People said that it was a pretty sight. The 
same occurred at Battersea. The smoke 
was washed with water, and its sulphur 
content, plus the oxygen in the water, gave 
off an excretion of sulphuric acid gas which 
caused great damage. 

There had been complaints from residents 
in Chelsea and Willesden about the corrosive 
acids which were dispersed and which fell 
from the gaseous effluent and had the action 
of acid in rotting gutters. That was an aspect 
of the question the Government had not yet 
begun to consider. Not only were there 
sulphuric acid gases, but in many cases a 
large percentage of carbon monoxide gas. 
That was serious. The antidote to the gas 
was not yet known. It was a menace to the 
health of those who lived: in industrial areas 
where there were many power stations con- 
suming up to 1,000 or. 1,500 tons of fuel 
a week. Something drastic would have to 
be done in this matter about which, he sub- 
mitted, sufficient research had not yet been 
carried out to form even the basis of 
legislation. 


Atomic Power Stations 


JYURTHER details about the Govern- 
ment’s £300m. programme for the con- 
struction of atomic power stations in the next 
ten years were given by the Minister of Fuel 
and Power in the Commons on June 13, when 
the debate on the Address was continued. 
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Mr. Geoffrey Lloyd had been questioned 
by Mr. Gerald Nabarro, who was critical 
about the progress so far made, suggesting 
that it was far too leisurely; What, Mr. 
NABARRO wanted to know, were the limita- 
tions? If they were financial he suggested 
that the supremely important form of invest- 
ment in the civil field would be the con- 
centration of financial resources on the 
objective of providing nuclear power at a 
date earlier than that indicated in the pro- 
gramme which the Government had outlined 
to the House. 

The limitations, the Minister said, were 
technical and the lack of skilled personnel. 
But engineers trained by the Atomic Energy 
Authority had started work and were begin- 
ning to produce ideas of their own, some- 
thing which was encouraging. The actual 
work of designing these new power stations. 
for which firms would quote to the Central 
Electricity Authority, would take place in the 
second quarter of 1956, and the physical 
work of construction would begin early in 
1957. 

While the work of designing the power 
stations was in progress time would be lost 
if the Government did ‘not attend to the 
question of siting the new stations. Ordinary 
power stations had not been popular locally 
in the past, but there had been a change of 
heart, and Members of the House had been 
queueing to get atomic stations in their 
constituencies. 

Unlike the ‘conventional station the 
atomic-powered ones did not need water 
access or elaborate railway sidings. One 
requirement did remain—that of large quan- 
tities of cooling water. Thus coastal sites or 
sites near rivers were likely to prove most 
suitable, but all types of soil could not stand 
the weight of the reactors, so that before a 
site was chosen careful boring had to be 
carried out to make sure that it could take 
the weight. Work on the sites was going 
ahead fast and the authority was well on the 
way to making a choice of the first two. 


These new additions to the atomic pro- 
gramme, in addition to the £300m. pro- 
gramme announced in February, included 
six more atomic reactors of the same type as 
those being built at Calder Hall, which 
would be constructed to produce fissile 
material for military and electricity purposes. 
Two would be sited at Calder Hall, and four 
on a site to be chosen for its suitability and 
proximity to the chemical processing plant 
at Windscale. This work was to go on at 
full speed and would produce a useful con- 
tribution of electricity to the grid within the 
lifetime of the present Parliament. 


LCC 


Tenders for Steelwork 


IN THE CouRSE of the Council’s debate ‘on 
May 10 on the motion for the reception of 
the establishment committee’s report, refer- 
ence was made to the fact that ten identical 
tenders had been received for the supply 
and delivery of the steelwork required for 
the completion of the north block of the 
County Hall. The general purposes com- 
mittee, in their report to the Council last 
Tuesday (June 14), announced that they had 
drawn the attention of the President of the 
Board of Trade to these identical tenders and 
had informed him of the opinion expressed 
that effective steps should be taken by HM 
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Government to secure the freeing of the 
steelwork industry from monopolistic and 
restrictive practices. With this in view the 
committee had urged him to refer to the 
Monopolies and Restrictive Practices Com- 
mission, for investigation and report, the 
matter of the supply, i.e., the fabrication, 
delivery and erection, of structural steel- 
work. 

The General Purposes Committee have 
also informed the President of the Board of 
Trade that in the event of a reference being 
made to the Commission the Council would 
be prepared to offer both written and oral 
evidence. 


RESEARCH AND 
DEVELOPMENT 


The Work of the MoW Advisory 
Council 


HE Advisory Council on Building Re- 
search and Development was appointed 
by the Minister of Works in 1947 to replace: 
the Scientific Advisory Council which had 
been set up immediately after the war. On 
the transference of the Chief Scientific Ad- 
viser’s Division of the Ministry to the 
Building Research Station of DSIR, the 
Advisory Council on Building Research and 
Development was reconstituted to advise on 
the Ministry’s responsibilities in reviewing. 
research and disseminating its results. 
The Council has thus 
(1) to keep under review the whole field 
of building research and technical 
developments and the results obtained; 

(2) to suggest subjects of further research 

and development with regard to their 
relative importance and urgency; and 

(3) to advise on methods of securing the 

use by the industry of the results of re- 
search and technical development. 

In the 1954/55 Report now presented to 
the Minister of Works, but not published, 
more than 400 research projects in progress 
have been examined. Subjects particularly 
recommended for further research include 
sound and heat insulation, the use of space 
in houses and flats, and the design of chim- 
neys in medium and large ‘buildings—studies 
of reinforced and prestressed concrete aimed 
at saving materials and reducing costs— 
many aspects of concrete including problems 
of chemical attack—mechanisation, site or- 
ganisation and the economics of building 
operations with particular regard to higher 
productivity and lower costs—and the study 
of modular co-ordination. 


HOW THE COUNCIL WORKS 


The Council works through two Com- 
mittees—the Programmes and Review Com- 
mittee, responsible for the functions of the 
Council summarised under (1) and (2) above 
—and the Publicity Committee which is re- 
sponsible for (3). The Programmes and 
Review Committee works through four 
Panels, whose scope is roughly indicated 
by the designation of each Panel: Require- 
ments (which deals with layout of buildings 
and their required services); Structures; 
Materials; Building Industry (dealing with 
such subjects as mechanisation, site organi- 
sation and the economics of building opera- 
tions). 

Studies ‘are made of the programmes of 
the various research agencies concerned with 
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building and of the comments of profes- 
sional institutions and industrial organisa- 
tions. Lines of research are suggested or 
encouraged, gaps in research facilities are 
pointed out, and guidance is given to re- 
search agencies. 

In reviewing the activities of the past year 
the Council’s Publicity Committee also fore- 
casts some of the measures to be tiken in 
the year 1955-56: — 

Exhibitions: This year’s Plant Exhibition 
held at Queenslie Industrial Estate, Glasgow, 
June 8-15. : 

Six Open Weeks in 1955-56, viz.:— 
Grimsby, May 5-11; Torquay, June 17-23; 
Doncaster, July 11-16; Dundee in the 
autumn. Venues of two others have still 
to be decided. The Ministry of Works is 
preparing a new Exhibit for this year’s Build- 
ing Trades Exhibition at Olympia. 

Publications. An Appendix to the Report 
lists 36 advisory leaflets prepared and issued 
by the Ministry of Works since 1949, Nearly 
1,600,000 copies were sold. Work is now 
going ahead for the preparation of further 
leaflets. 

Lectures. In the 1953-54 series of winter 
lectures and discussion meetings, 267 talks 
were given to audiences of 22,952, an aver- 
age of 86 per meeting. 

Films. Progress was made during 1954 in 
the production of films initiated by the Min- 
istry with the help of Conditional Aid funds, 
and most of the shooting was completed by 
the end of the year. It is expected that the 
films will be ready for use in the current 
year. 

Technical Information Service. There has 
been little change, says the report of the Pub- 


licity Committee, in the volume and general 
pattern of inquiries handled by the Ministry’s 


Regional Technical Information Service, 
“but there is a growing interest in new 
methods and materials for their intrinsic 
merits instead of as substitutes for conven- 
tional practices. There is encouraging 
evidence of local organisations of the indus- 
try developing their own interest in this field 
both independently and in co-operation with 
the Ministry’s Technical Information Ser- 
vice.” The Committee notes that the joint 
LMBA/MOW Technical Information Ser- 
vice is “ working well and becoming widely 
recognised throughout London.” The hope 
is expressed that its pattern will be developed 
and adopted throughout the country. 
THE RE-APPOINTED COUNCIL 

The Minister of Works has re-appointed 
the Council for a further two years under 
its former Chairman, Sir George Gater. The 
membership of the new Council is as 
follows : —Professor J. D. Bernal, Sir George 
Burt, Mr. D. N. Chester, Mr. H. E. Comben, 
Sir Richard Coppock, Professor I. G. Davies, 
Professor R. H. Evans, Mr. C. T. Every, Mr. 
Nigel Hannen, Mr. S. F. S Hearder, Captain 
A. M. Holbein, Sir Lancelot Keay, Mr. H. B. 
Kerr, Dr R. P. Linstead, Professor C. A. 
Mace, Mr. D. C. Mallam, Professor W. T. 
Marshall, Professor Robert H. Matthew, Mr. 
J. H. Mills, Mr. G. L: Orchard, Mr. F. S. 


Snow, Mr. C. G. Stillman, and Professor 


F. A. Vick, with assessors from Government 
Departments. 

The chairmen of the four panels are:— 
Requirements: Capt. A .M. Holbein, CBE; 
Structures: Professor Robert H. Matthew, 
CBE: Materials: H. B. Kerr, OBE; and 
Building Industry: D. N. Chester, CBE. 
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A BUILDING INDUSTRY BRAINS TRUST 
Lively Discussion at LMBA Event 


(THE annual Brains Trust of LMBA 
Central Area No. 1, which was held 
at Derry and Tom’s Restaurant, London, 
W2, on June 8 following a luncheon, was 
the usual lively affair of wit and wisdom 
subtly spiced with home truths directed 
at the architectural and quantity survey- 
ing professions, or the builders, as 
occasion demanded. Mr. L. J. Bradshaw, 
chairman of the Area, presided. 

The Question Master in charge was 
Mr. Noel Musgrave (editor, Architect 
and Building News), whose team com- 
prised Messrs. A. R. F. Anderson, 
FRIBA; M. H. Thackray, vice-chairman, 
quantity surveyors’ committee, RICS; 
A. J. Chapman, builder; and E. G. Dean, 
of the MoW technical advisory staff. 

The first question related to the alleged 
reluctance of architects to use new 
materials, for various reasons. Mr. 
Dean thought there was no such reluc- 
tance on the part of architects, and he 
instanced the large-scale use since the war 
of plasterboard. Mr. ANDERSON thought 
that the architect was not so concerned 
by the cost factor but rather at the ability 
of craftsmen to use the new materials 
properly. Mr. CHAPMAN attributed any 
reluctance of architects to use such 
materials to the fact that the materials 
had not yet stood the test of time. 


ARCHITECTURAL COMPETITIONS 


The next question asked whether, in 
view of the RIBA’s well-known views on 
competition between contractors, the team 
thought it would be equally desirable for 
architects to tender for work. Mr. 
THACKRAY Said that architects said they 
did not believe in competition on a fee 
basis, but that builders said that they did 
believe in competition among themselves: 
if this was so the builders should stick 
to competition and avoid the London 
Builders’ Conference, and similar organi- 
sations. Mr. DEAN thought that the time 
would come when jobs would be placed 
more on the ability of a building firm to 
do a job. Mr. CHapMan said that if the 
market was thrown open for architects 
to quote lower fees it would detract from 
the dignity of the profession and lead to 
a tendency for an architect, if he was 
successful in securing one assignment, to 
please the client at all costs. 


DELAYS IN PLANNING 


Should civil servants be regarded as 
parasites and should they be sacked was 
the gist of the next question. Mr. CHap- 
MAN Said he couldn’t agree more! More 
seriously, he thought that the proportion 
of civil servants to the rest of the popu- 
lation might well be reduced. Mr. DEAN 
drew attention to the “ awful lot of grim 
jobs” that fell to civil servants to per- 
form in looking after the interests of the 
community. He shuddered to think what 
would happen if builders had a free run 
of Government offices! Mr. ANDERSON 
referred to the “ appalling waste of time 
in trying to build new buildings in the 
City of London.” It was essential, he said, 
to have dispassionate control and admini- 
stration in this matter, but with the im- 


pact of new Acts, and the difficulties of 
lining up the ideas of the LCC and the 
City Corporation, the need for some siin- 
plification of procedure was apparent. He 
suggested that some sort of conference 
was necessary as the planning machine 
was obviously “ creaking badly.” 

No building brains trust could be com- 
plete without some reference to the next 
question—why were so many building 
contracts started in a “ half-baked ” state 
before the plans were ready? Mr. THACK- 
RAY thought that things were improvir.g, 
but Mr. CHAPMAN saw no great improve- 
ment from the majority of architects in 
getting their plans complete, but this he 
thought was largely the fault of the client, 
The American system was the ideal with 
everything cut and dried before work 
began on the site. Mr. ANDERSON said 
it was easy to blame the client, but after 
all he was the only man who mattered 
as without him they would all be out of 
business! Mr. DEAN said he thought that 
most architects were fairly good at their 
jobs otherwise they would not get the big 
jobs. The client should be persuaded to 
give a reasonable time for the preparation 
of plans, 


RETENTION MONIES 


The next question dealt with retention 
monies — should the percentages be 
halved? Mr. THACKRAyY said that that 
was not the right answer to this worry. 
They must get firms’ accounts settled up 
more quickly, but in this the builders 
must play their part. Mr. ANDERSON 
agreed that the speed of settling final 
accounts was the crux of the matter. His 
first plea here was for the elimination of 
rise and fall clauses. Mr. THACKRAY said 
they must fight the idea that it took sub- 
contractors'and suppliers months to get 
in their accounts. 

Plasterboard and skim coat ceilings 
cracked and were too noisy, alleged the 
next question. What was the alternative? 
Mr. Dean said that, for domestic work, 
he could not think of anything else that 
was as cheap. The answer was. for 
builders to learn how to put up decent 
plasterboard ceilings — the job could be 
done well. Scrimming of joints was im- 
portant; the boards must be fixed with 
galvanised or rustless nails; and the 
boards should have the chance to get 
acclimatised to the site, and not used 
straight away. One and a half inches of 
sand on top, with closer joists, would 
deaden sound. The plasterboards often 
cracked because of the shrinkage of tim- 
bers—they should: not be fixed to really 
wet timber. Mr. ANDERSON thought the 
trouble all arose from the obsession with 
speed. Cracking might be accentuated by 
plasterboard, and he thought the diffi- 
culty was that they were trying to do 
what was technically impossible. Tech- 
nically (though he would not do it in 
practice) plasterboards should be treated 
in panels, with some form of jointing. 

The Brains Trust ended in true BBC 
style with a “quickie” on tea breaks, 
which reminded members that by then it 
was almost time for their qwn teas! 
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BUILDING EDUCATION 


Decoration and Painting 


HE Brixton School of Building, Fern- 

dale-road, SW4, has issued a prospectus 
and leaflets giving details of courses avail- 
able in decoration and painting during the 
1955-1956 session. 

The Art Department provides courses to 
suit the requirements of students preparing 
for or already occupied in decorative work 
and related trades. The courses are designed 
to provide students with the opportunity of 
securing training and qualifications to fit 
them for work of the highest quality. 

Full-time courses are available for the 
training of students as fully qualified artist 
craftsmen capable of carrying out the skilled 
and specialised work which makes up the 
craft of decoration. The courses are in- 
tended to provide a background and training 
fo- entry into the decorating trade and, after 
experience in industry, of obtaining respon- 
sible posts such as managerial and super- 
visory positions in the decorating industry; 
specialised artist craftsman’s work (e.g., 
leitering and signwriting, mural painting); 
practical work in connection with schemes 
of interior decoration and furnishing; and 
craft teaching in technical and art schools. 

After completion of a probationary period 
the student is advised of the most suitable 
course to follow, either the Final Examina- 
tion of the City and Guilds of London Insti- 
tute, the Ministry of Education National 
Diploma in Design or the Associateship 
Examination of the Incorporated Institute of 
British Decorators and Interior Designers. 

Part-time day and evening courses are also 
provided leading to the Final City and 
Guilds Examination and the National 
Diploma in Design in Painters’ and Decora- 
tors’ work, and short courses in specialised 
subjects relating to decoration are given 
which vary from 12 weeks to one year’s 
duration requiring attendance for periods 
varying from one day to one evening per 
week. 

The following special evening courses are 
included in the school’s 1955/56 session: 
Foremanship course for painters and decora- 
tors; colour and design for painters and 
decorators; short courses in paperhanging; 
courses in spray painting for craftsmen with 
industrial experience who wish to broaden 
their skill; and special courses in graining 
and marbling and signwriting. 

Further details relating to the decoration 
and painting courses available at the Brixton 
School of Building may be obtained from 
the Head of the Art Department. 


Apprenticeship Awards 


THe EASTERN FEDERATION of Building 
Trades Employers will again be making 
annual awards to apprentices of ability in 
the Eastern Counties to encourage them in 
their training and enable them to proceed 
further with their studies. 

This year up to five awards of £25 each 
will be made, the conditions laid down being 
as follows: Subjéct to a satisfactory stan- 
dard being reached there will be a minimum 
of four awards of £25 each in 1955, at least 
one award being to an apprentice in each of 
the four federation areas (a) Norfolk (b) 
Suffolk and Essex (c) Beds and Herts (d) 
Cambs, Hunts and Peterborough. Awards 
will not be tied to any particular craft and 
will be announced before the commencement 
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of the autumn term. They are given to 
enable apprentices of ability to continue 
their studies for the Ordinary or Higher 
National Certificate or other course 
approved by the Federation. 

Awards will be made on the following 
basis: (a) Results of City and Guilds of 
London Institute Intermediate Craft Exami- 
nations (or equivalent) each spring. (b) 
Recommendation of Principal of technical 
school or college. (c) Recommendation of 
Master. (d) Interview by committee of 
Federation (if it is thought necessary). 

Candidates must be. bound apprentices 
under the National Scheme and must not 
have reached their nineteenth birthday on 
January 1 in the year of the award (i.e., 
January 1, 1955). The Master must be a 
member of the Eastern Federation of Build- 
ing Trades Employers. The technical educa- 
tion provisions of the deed must have been 
fully observed. 

Application forms are available from the 
Federation Office, 95, Tenison-road, Cam- 
bridge, and must be submitted to the 
Director not later than first post on July 31, 
1955. 


ASSISTED WIRING 
SCHEMES 


London Boroughs’ Petition to Housing 
Minister 


NE of the first jobs which the new 
Minister of Housing and Local Govern- 
ment will have to consider is a petition from 
London’s 28 borough councils that legisla- 
tion be introduced to enable assisted wiring 
schemes to be worked by electricity boards, 
writes a correspondent. 

The Metropolitan Boroughs Standing 
Joint Committee reports that for 18 months 
they have been campaigning with the Lon- 
don Electricity Board for the early intro- 
duction of an assisted wiring scheme. The 
committee wants this scheme to be as near 
as possible the same as the schemes formerly 
operated by the borough councils who 
owned electricity undertakings before 
nationalisation. 

First plea for action came from Stoke 
Newington Council who were concerned at 
the number of cases reported where the 
London Electricity Board had found that 
electrical wiring was defective and the con- 
sumer was informed it must receive atten- 
tion. In some cases the landlord or his 
agent had refused to pay and the tenant 
was faced with either a bill for repairs or 
no electricity supply. 

In the absence of any agreement relating 
to repairs there was no legal liability to com- 
pel the landlord or tenant to repair the wir- 
ing and in cases of hardship the National 
Assistance Board were unable to assist. The 
LEB had informed the committee that they 
were unable to help such tenants. 

Further discussions with the LEB had 
resulted in the Board stating that any 
assisted wiring scheme would have to be a 
national one. The scheme could not be 
limited to certain districts or to certain 
classes of consumers, such as old age pen- 
sioners. It would have to be available 'o 
all consumers throughout the Board's area. 

The Board stated that the financing of 
such a scheme would involve heavy expendi- 
ture which the Board could not provide from 
their limited capital allocation. The cost 
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of operation of an assisted wiring scheme 
to-day would be at least three times as heavy 
as before the war, and unless the scheme was 
self-supporting it would have to be financed 
at the expense of consumers generally. 

In some districts in which changes of 
tenancy were frequent it would be difficult, 
if not impossible, to induce succeeding ten- 
ants to take over liability for the outstand- 
ing balance of the cost of installation. 

The Board emphasised also that the wir- 
ing installation of a building ultimately 
became the landlord’s fixture whether he had 
provided it or not. Its maintenance in 
proper condition should be his responsibility. 

The Standing Joint Committee decided 
the Minister of Housing and Local Govern- 
ment should be pressed to bring in legisla- 
tion to authorise electricity boards to intro- 
duce assisted wiring schemes. 


SMOKE ABATEMENT AND 
COUNCIL HOUSING 


The Need for More Smokeless Solid 
Fuel 


A PAPER on the “ Economic Heating of 

*“ Council Dwellings in Relation to Smoke 
Abatement” was given jointly by Messrs. 
PHitip V. MARCHANT, MICE, MIMunE, 
and W. H. Beestey, ARIBA, FRICS (both 
of the Borough Engineer, Surveyor and 
Architect’s Department, Wandsworth MBC), 
at the annual regional housing and planning 
conference of the National Housing and 
Town Planning Council, held at Wandsworth 
on June 7. 

The speakers said that until such time as 
increased demands for smokeless fuels could 
be met, the continued use of domestic coal 
in a large proportion of the existing open 
fires must be accepted. It was necessary, 
however, that every attempt should be made 
to minimise the emission of smoke from 
all new heating installations. 

The paper went on to compare the cost 
of heating by coal, coke and the more expen- 
sive smokeless fuels, which, it was claimed, 
cost only about the same as coal per useful 
therm. “The architect, however, is involved 
in the question of storage arising from the 
considerable increase in bulk of these fuels 
over coal...” * 

On costs and economy for different 
methods of heating the speakers commented 
that “practical experience shows that the 
use of individual space heating and hot water 
appliances, where a tenant has to pay for the 
actual cost of what he uses, invariably leads 
to economy of use, whereas frequently 
those tenants blessed with heat and hot 
water supplied from a central boiler house 
(for which a price is included in their rent) 
are apt to agitate for high room tempera- 
tures and to use hot water too liberally.” 

The authors concluded their paper by 
stating that as supplies of solid smokeless 
fuels were limited, it would be impracticable 
for all local authorities to install solid 
smokeless fuel burning appliances in all their 
existing housing estates in addition to their 
new estates. A condition in the tenancy 
agreement that only smokeless fuels should 
be burnt would lead to an acute shortage 
of these fuels with the result that the con- 
dition could not be immediately obeyed. 
whilst the cost would probably rocket. It 
was hoped, however, that by degrees these 
aims and objects would be achieved. 
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Decentralisation from Big Cities 
NEW TOWNS AND THEIR OPPORTUNITIES 


(THE need for decentralisation of office 

and commercial businesses from the 
big cities was stressed by Mr. Henry 
Wells, Chairman, Hemel Hempstead New 
Town Development Corporation, and 
Mr. Arthur Ling, ARIBA, until recently 
Planning Officer, LCC, in talks given at 
a meeting of the Town and Country Plan- 
ning Association last spring at the 
Planning Centre, WC2. The chair was 
taken by Sir George Pepler, vice-presi- 
dent of the Association. 

Both speakers stressed the mounting 
difficulties of business life in the large 
conurbations such as London; and Mr. 
Wells outlined plans for the construction 
of offices in new towns. Extracts from 
the papers are given below: 


TRAFFIC PROBLEMS 


There is, without question, Mr. WELLS 
said, a need to do something about traffic 
congestion in the great urban areas of 
this country: The solution could only 
be the decentralisation of sources of em- 
ployment. This is not only industrial 
employment but, more particularly in the 
case of London, is office employment. 
It should be noted that in war-time, de- 
centralisation had, as a matter of defence, 
to be adopted and it worked tolerably 
well in difficult conditions, and some 
firms have, in fact, made it a permanent 
feature of their set-up. The possibility 
of a future war is unfortunately a live 
argument for moving offices out of 
London. It should also be noted that in 
America the decentralisation of offices is 
already beginning to take place, as yet on 
a relatively small scale from New York 
to the suburban area of New Jersey, 
while the decentralised departmental 
store is now an established feature. 


The commercial undertakings must be 
persuaded to see that there is, in fact, no 
other cure for the problem of London’s 
traffic than that they should move out of 
London; that it is in their own interests 
so to do from three points of view. First, 
in the interests of national economy; by 
remaining in London they are damaging 
that economy. Secondly, that they are 
damaging themselves by unnecessarily 
loading their overheads; and thirdly they 
are causing unnecessary wear and tear 
on their staff. Perhaps the most remark- 
able comment made by the residents of 
the new towns is the almost universal 
one of how much better the children are 
since they moved out of London. 

There are, of course, certain commer- 
cial undertakings which have to be in 
London, but there are many who could 
either move in their entirety or who could 
move the “ routine element,” leaving the 
nerve centre of their undertaking in 
London. This partial decentralisation 
has the advantage of the retention of a 
London address and London contacts 
but it enables the “ routine element” to 
be housed in cheaper offices and the staff 
to be better housed. 

So far as London is concerned, the 
new towns offer in varying degrees 
admirable opportunities for office decen- 


tralisation. They are all within an hour’s 
travel of Central London so that in cases 
of urgency, material and information can 
be sent, or employees on the outlying 
staff can go to London at short notice. 
From the new towns’ point of view, we 
are anxious to encourage office decen- 
tralisation, both big and small, as we 
who are concerned with new towns 
believe that this helps to achieve a proper 
balance in the towns’ new populations. 
Furthermore, new towns have young 
and vigorous populations and indeed, 
their children will soon be seeking further 
employment, often in clerical work, so 
that concerns considering moving théir 
offices to new towns can be assured of 
adequate and suitable labour. 

Is it unreasonable to imagine that with 
the increasing rate of car ownership in 
this country, the day is not far off when 
the big London stores may also find it 
worth-while to have large branches in the 
new towns where adequate provision for 
car parking can be provided? I think 
all new towns are planning on this near 
certainty. 

So far as the London new towns are 
concerned, the plans are there and the 
construction of the town centres has 
started, or is about to start. Hemel 
Hempstead, which is advanced in this 
respect further than any other, has 
already one large free-standing office 
building and is constructing office space 
over shop units. Negotiations are pro- 
ceeding with the London Retail Stores 
and some of the office space, in course of 
construction, has been let. Mr. Wells 
concluded by emphasising that what now 
was needed was a realisation by the office 
and commercial businesses in London 
that it is in their interest to decentralise 
as much as possible. 


OVER-EMPHASIS ON INDUSTRY 


In his paper, Mr. Linc said: The 
majority of employment in central 
London is in offices. It is a remarkable 
fact that in all discussions that have taken 
place during the Jast 15 or 20 years on 
decentralisation, office employment has 
been omitted and the emphasis has been 
on industry. This over-emphasis on 
industry has influenced planning legis- 
lation since the war. 

Some of the London Transport sur- 
veys have shown that where there are 
centres of industry, a large proportion 
of industrial employees live, or try to 
live, locally. It is the offices in central 
London which cause the congestion on 
the London Transport system. It is a 
fact that every day a million people come 
into the central area of London and half 
of that number come from outside the 
county. In central London only 10 per 
cent. of employment is concerned with 
manufacturing industry. The other 90 
per cent. is employment in offices. The 
Distribution of Industry Act and all our 
efforts of decentralisation to new towns 
has only been dealing with 10 per cent. 
of the problem of decentralisation of 
employment. 
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If all the sites for redevelopment in the 
1947 Survey (including the City of 
London) were redeveloped for office 
accommodation, and _ essential recon- 
struction of old buildings, the total office 
accommodation provided on these sites 
would give increased office employment 
in central London to something like 
375,000 workers. With their families this 
would probably mean a total population 
increase in London of over one million 
persons. 


LONDON OFFICE BUILDING 


A great office building drive in London 
could completely ruin all the efforts that 
have been made so far to decentralise 
work and people to the new and expan- 
ded towns. About £150 million is being 
spent by the nation on new towns. Could 
we afford to throw away in another direc- 
tion the worthwhile results of this 
expenditure by allowing employment ‘to 
increase in central London? Mr. Ling 
emphasised that when it came to decen- 
tralisation, much more is achieved by the 
removal of an acre of offices than an acre 
of industry. An acre of industry only 
employs 120 persons but an acre of 
offices employs 1,200—ten times as many. 

The purpose of decentralisation, as Mr. 
Wells had said, was to cut down daily 
travelling, prevent congestion, reduce 
demands for car parks, and remove 
threats to London squares and public 
parks. This would help not only London 
but the rest of the country. London 
grew only at the expense of the other 
commercial centres, smaller market 
towns, and agricultural areas of the 
country. 

Mr. Ling concluded by saying that he 
would like to see more spaciousness in 
the rebuilding of London. He considered 
that the Royal Commission on Distri- 
bution of~Industrial Population should 
be recalled to issue an interim report but 
their terms of reference should include 
office as well as industrial employment. 


COUNCIL HOUSING POLICY 


Minister's Request to Sale BC 


SALE BOROUGH COUNCIL, on June 7, agreed 
to a request from the Minister of Housing 
and Local Government to reconsider its 
decision to end the building of municipal 
houses. 

In November last the Conservative-con- 
trolled council, against strong Labour op- 
position, decided to stop building council 
houses when the land it now owns— 
sufficient for 400 houses—is exhausted in 
about three years’ time. Some of the 700 
applicants on the waiting-list, backed by the 
Altrincham and Sale Divisional Labour 
Party, petitioned the Minister to hold an 
inquiry into the council’s decision. 

In a letter considered by the council on 
that date, the Minister said no case had 
been made out for this, but he told the 
council that its decision was ‘ premature,” 
and asked it to review its housing needs 
nearer the completion of its present 
programme. 

Labour members urged the council to 
reserve more land immediately so that the 
housing programme can be continued, but 
the council agreed to review the housing 
needs of the town in twelve months’ time. 





June 17 





A VI 
Ae 
tion of 
comple 
Soviet . 
ing are 
Not « 
due to 
Germai 
are bei 
The fi 
produc 
not on 
buildin 
tries, b 
buildin 
The 
devote 
industr 
materi: 
associa 
were p 
jects n 
the Gi 
ally sp 
availa 
Apa 
ing col 
not af 
able u 
policy 


The 
of bui 
storey 
to thr 
and d 
houses 

Ap 
fhousit 
gover! 
and tl 





7 1955 


t in the 
ity of 
Office 

recon- 
il office 
se Sites 
oyment 
g like 
lies this 
ulation 
million 


NG 


-ondon 
‘ts that 
ntralise 
expan- 
3 being 
Could 
- direc- 
f this 
ent to 
. Ling 
decen- 
by the 
mn acre 
y only 
ore of 
many. 
as Mr. 
- daily 
reduce 
emove 
public 
ondon 
ondon 
other 
narket 
f the 


rat he 
ess in 
idered 
Distri- 
hould 
rt but 
clude’ 
ment. 


> 
IC 


igreed 
using 
er its 
icipal 


>-con- 
r op- 
uncil 
wns— 
ed in 
e 700 
yy the 
arbour 
d an 


il on 

had 
1 the 
ure,” 
needs 


esent 


il to 
t the 
_ but 
using 
me. 











June 17 1955 





THE BUILDER 





A scraper-loader for moving bomb-damage rubble. 


Building in Eastern Germany 


FUSION OF SOVIET METHODS WITH TEUTONIC 
SKILL AND THOROUGHNESS ; 


By Neil Stewart 


A VISIT to the lively Leipzig Fair in 
“Eastern Germany and the examina- 
tion of some building sites and recently 
completed buildings indicates that in the 
Soviet Zone the Soviet systems of build- 
ing are being gradually adopted. 

Not only are they being taken over, but, 
due to the high standard of skill of 
German workers and technicians, they 
are being improved upon in many ways. 
The finish of blocks of flats mass- 
produced according to Soviet technique is 
not only far higher than similar types of 
building in other Eastern European coun- 
tries, but a substantial improvement on 
building finish in Russia. 

The Leipzig Fair had a large section 
devoted to the East German building 
industry, covering new methods and 
materials, and various types of machinery 
associated with building. Also presented 
were plans for a number of housing pro- 
jects now being put into operation under 
the Government’s new policy for radic- 
ally speeding up the amount of housing 
available. 


Apart from a few show pieces, dwell- 
ing construction in Eastern Germany does 
not appear to have been very consider- 
able until the end of 1953, when the new 
policy began to get into its stride. 


TYPES OF DWELLINGS 


There now seems to be a large amount 
of building going on, mainly six- to eight- 
storey blocks of flats in city centres, two- 
to three-storey blocks in smaller towns 
and detached and semi-detached private 
houses in suburbs and villages. 

Apart from the owner-built houses, all 
housing is constructed by State or local 
government. Both the building industry 
and the planning of building are centrally 


controlled, with all projects conforming 
to a national plan. The industry, of 
course, has to take into account in its 
planning of the availability of labour and 
materials, particularly metals. 


Steel, in fact, is little used. Steel- 
framed buildings are not made, apart 
from industrial purposes. Most blocks of 
flats, up to eight storeys or more high, are 
built with load-bearing brick walls and 
precast door and window frames, stair- 
cases and beams. 


The Soviet method of bricklaying in 
gangs, with several unskilled labourers, 
often women, assisting a skilled brick- 
layer, has been generally adopted. Mortar 
is pumped to the work-site by compressed 
air, and bricks are lifted in batches in 
containers by tower cranes on fixed rail 
runs. Some of the older bricklayers have 
resisted the new methods, but as payment 
is on piecework the majority prefer a 
system that thickens their wage packet. 

The bricklaying appears very rough by 
our standards, but is justified by the East 
Germans on the ground of higher output 
and the need for rapid building. The 


bricks are afterwards covered with rend- - 


ering, which appears to be of rather high 
quality compared with some _ recent 
rendering the author saw in Hungary, 
which showed signs of deterioration. 


Facing with ceramic bricks is becoming 
popular, and such bricks are sometimes 
used in public buildings. Although the 
initial expense is high, they are claimed 
to have a very long life. 

The construction of large buildings 
with load-bearing walls is now considered 
obsolescent, and considerable attention is 
being paid to construction with precast 
concrete units, which are already used for 
buildings of up to 14 storeys. 
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The problem is being studied with typi- 
cal German thoroughness, and it is held 
that a general use of prefabricated parts 
will put the industry on a new basis, make 
the building worker an assembler, and do 
away with the need for heavy manual 
labour. Headway has already been made 
in the prefabrication of standard wall- 


_ sections, plumbing units for bathrooms, 


staircases, girders, rafters and so on, of 
which many examples were on show at 
the Fair. 

One interesting exhibit was a machine 
for the manufacture of prestressed con- 
crete slabs of about three feet wide and 
any desired length. It consisted of a 
mobile cement container running on 
parallel rails about 30 ft. apart and 600 
to 750 ft. long, according to size. 

This machine lays 10 lines of 3 ft. wide 
concrete slabs along the entire length of 
the runway. Wires reeled out in its path 
are pulled to the necessary stress. The 
slabs are automatically compacted by 
vibration, and as soon as one layer is 
finished another is started, until there is 
a pile about 6 ft. high. 

A gantry crane equipped with an auto- 
matic saw then cuts the slabs into the 
required length, and lifts the. batches into 
waiting rail or motor trucks. The whole 
process operates continuously. 


NEW MATERIALS 


The metal shortage in Eastern 
Germany, which precludes the use of 
much steel in building, has also had its 
effect on the plumbing arrangements. 
Here plastics have come to the aid, and 
all cold-water pipes are of PVC. Other 
piping is of iron. 

Guttering and rainwater pipes of 
welded PVC were also on show. Although 
they looked fragile, the manufacturers 
claimed that they had a longer life than 
metal ones, and were not affected by 
corrosion. A plastics tap was exhibited; 
welded to an iron butt with a screw 
thread, it was claimed to be quite as last- 
ing as the normal type. 

Plastics wall panels were shown, but in- 
tended more for railway carriages and 
ships’ cabins than for houses. A floor 





The type of small house being built to-day. 
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covering of plastics backed with fabric 
was claimed to be non-cracking and very 
hard wearing. 


The use of plastics in building, it is 
claimed in East Germany, does not mean 
substituting an inferior material for a 
traditional one, but the introduction of 
new materials which in many respects are 
better than ones in use. 


Particular emphasis was placed at the 
Fair on encouraging people to build their 
own homes. Help ranged from interest- 
free State loans to expert advice on brick- 
laying and other trades. The prospective 
house-builder can have his home de- 
livered in bits on the plot along with plans 
and instructions on how to put them to- 
gether. 


A prototype house was on show and 
certainly attracted a great deal of atten- 
tion. Consisting of two rooms and 
kitchen downstairs and two attic rooms 
above, it was brick built with precast 
concrete staircase, beams and rafters. It 
had a pitched roof, which is considered 
more suitable for the climatic conditions 
and is also in the German building tradi- 
tion. 


MECHANISATION 


The East German planners hope to see 
machinery used on the largest scale, and 
consider it to be the secret of modern 
building, when combined with prefab- 
rication. Tower cranes are to be found 
on every site and a standard type had 
been evolved. 


Known as the Baumeister, it is light 
for its size and capable of lifting three or 
four tons, depending on the type. Easily 
dismantled, it is also used for industrial 
purposes and has been exported to 
Poland, Hungary, Czechoslovakia and 
China. 


A number of these cranes have recently 
been sold in Egypt, and sales are expected 
in Finland, India and Indonesia, countries 
where East Germany has good trade con- 
nections. Delivery dates are from one to 
three months and prices are claimed to 
be competitive. 


On every building site are to be seen 
a number of transportable belt conveyors, 
used for every purpose where material 
has to be moved. These are now stan- 
dardised into five different sizes, powered 
by electric motors ranging from 1.5 to 





Type of wheelbarrows on view at the Leipzig Fair. 
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5.5 h.p. Electric power 
is to be found on 
all big building sites, 
although the bigger 
equipments are sup- 
plied with, alterna- 
tively, diesel - electric 
power, or a straight 
electric motor. 


The standard belt 
conveyor has_ been 
combined with a buc- 
ket-excavator and put 
on tracks. Known as 
the BST-60, it has a 
working capacity of 
35-40 cubic metres of 
material an hour. 


A rather unusual 
product was _ the 
Bleichert rotary- 
headed _ excavator. 
This consists of a con- 
veyor belt encased in 
a tube, at one end of 
which is fixed a series 
of rotating scoops, 
which pick up from 30 
to 90 cubic metres an 
hour, and it is capable 
of moving up to 70 


tons of earth, or 
gravel, an hour. 
The belt deposits 


the material, on a 
second and _ indepen- 
dently-swivelling con- 
veyor which carries it 
to a dump or truck. 
Mounted on a crawler 
base, it can move 
under its own power. 


Another product on 
show was a rotary 
scraper - loader, for 
moving bomb-damage 
rubble. On the lines 
of a coal-loader, it is 
electrically operated 
and can be controlled by one man. 


Two ditchers were exhibited, one of 
which was a large affair on crawler tracks 
with a bucket-excavator line digging a 12- 
foot ditch at a rate of 108 feet an hour. 
The other, mounted on a crawler tractor, 
was powered by a 60-h.p. engine, and 
consisted of a seven-foot wheel fitted with 
digging-teeth. It cut a trench a foot wide 

and 3 ft. 6 in. deep at 
a rate of 1,150 feet an 
hour. 


OTHER 
EQUIPMENT 


Other equipment 
included cement 
mixers, compressors, 
cement and mortar 
pumps, earth compac- 


tors, brick-making 
machinery, lifts and 
hoists and _ various 


types of scaffolding. 
Timber is generally 
used for all scaffold- 
ing, although it is 
considered to be out- 
dated. On exhibition 
was a quick-erecting 
boltless scaffolding 
with slot joints, in- 
tended to be moved 
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One of the East German exhibits at the Leipzig Fair was a 
machine for mass-producing prestressed concrete slabs. It 
can make series of concrete slabs one metre wide and up to 
250 metres long. 
machine, which runs on rails, is followed by a mobile saw and 
gantry crane which cuts the slabs into the required length and 
loads them on to waiting trucks. The picture shows the slab- 
making machine from the rear, with the reels from which wire 
is stretched and fixed at the required tension. 


When sufficient strips are made, the 


up a wall rapidly for the application of 
rendering. 

This year the East Germans had the 
opportunity of comparing some British 
products with their own exhibits at the 
Leipzig Fair. A number of the 93 British 
exhibitors were manufacturers of build- 
ing and contractors’ equipment. 

The general impression was that the 
East German building industry under- 
stands all about the modern technique of 
building. With the skilled and industrious 
workers and technicians at its disposal, 
it is quite capable of surpassing the Rus- 
sians at the highly mechanised form of 
building which the Soviets have developed 
in recent years. 





An excavator-loader. 
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THE BUILDER 


CURRENT PRICES OF/ MATERIALS 


for The Builder and is copyright. 


[T= information given on these pages has been specially compiled 
It is the intention that the 


details given should indicate fair average prices of materials, not 


necessarily the highest or the lowest. 


The prices apply to large 


quantities of materials loaded at works, delivered at London Stations 
or at site in London Area as stated. Prices for smaller quantities 
-ex merchants warehouse will necessarily be higher so as to include 
the stocking and handling costs involved. Due to the exceptional 
circumstances now prevailing it is recommended that the prices of 
materials should be confirmed by inquiry from suppliers and merchants. 


AGGREGATES AND SAND 
Delivered site in full lorry loads. 


Average of prices for 


Boroughs of Westminster, Paddington, Holborn and 


St. Pancras. 


Pit Ballast 
Pit Sand Si 
Washed Sand . 
Zin. Shingle... 
# in. Broken Brick 
Pan Breeze oe 
Fine or Coarse Foamed Slag ‘Aggregate 
2 yds. of fine and 2.6 yds. of coarse per ton 


CEMENT, etc. 


Including non-returnable jute sacks or paper bags. 

Best British Portland Cement. Standard Specifica- 
tion delivered Charing Cross area. 
6-ton loads and upwards, site 
1 to 6 tons, site - 

Rapid Hardening Cement in 6-ton | Toads and up- 
wards to site 
lto6ton do. site 

Aquacrete Water Repellent Cement. 32s. 6d. per 
ton on ordinary cement prices. 

Red, Buff or Khaki Colorcrete in 6-ton lots 

Other colours according to colour. 

In 4-ton lots from 211s. 9d. to 435s. 9d. - ton. 

White wpa Cement “om 
Under 

417 - rel “Ultra Rapid Hardening) in 6-ton lots 
and upwards 

Super Cement (Waterproof), 32s. 6d. ‘per ton above 
Portland Cement. 

Cullamix Tyrolean Finish, £9 4s. 3d. to £10 17s. 9d. 
(1-ton loads and upwards ). 

Lightning and Ciment Fondu Brands High Alumin- 
Ous cement, 6-ton lots andup . 

Stourbridge Fireclay, 6-ton — at Railway Depot, 
London ane aie aa 


BRICKS 


Full Loads. 

First Hard Stocks , 

‘Second Hard Stocks ... 

Mild Stocks... 

All loaded free into lorry at the works. The question 
of haulage is still very difficult and prices must 
be obtained from job to job. 


2% in. Nominal Fletton Bricks to sites in W.C 
District Commons . 
Cellular GOs. | sss aaa 
Keyed do. 4 


Rustics es ia 
Cellular Rustics wea 
Single Bullnose do. 
Sandfaced ... 
Best Blue Pressed Staffs (London Stations) 
Do. Bullnose (London Stations) : 
Blue Wire Cuts (London Stations) . 
Midhurst Lime Bricks (London Sites) 
Uxbridge Whites (London Sites) _... 
‘Special Purpose Sandlime Bricks (London Sites) . 


24 in. Best Stourbridge Fire ana (London 
Stations) “ ‘ 
3 in. do. (London Stations) 


2% in. Machine - made Sandfaced Red ‘Facings 
(London Sites) 


.2% in. Machine-made “Multi ‘Red Facings (London 


Sites 
2% in. , Sandfaced Red Facings (London 


Sites) 


2% in. Hand- made Sandfaced Multi-Colour Facings 


(London Sites) 
Hand-made Sandfaced Cherry Red Facings. Berk- 

shire district (London Sites) 
Hiarnd-made Sandfaced Multi- Colour 


Facings. 
Berkshire district (London Sites) .. ” 


per yd. 


per ton 


. per cwt. 


per ton 
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£ 
Rubber Bricks for gauged arches (London Sites)... per 1,000 41 
23 in. Surrey Clamp Burnt Multi Stock Facings 
(London Sites) Pa 13 
2% in. Surrey Kiln Burnt Multi Stock Facings 
{London Sites) ‘ 14 
Glazed Bricks (London Sites), \ White, Ivory, B Brown— 
Stretchers... ” 64 
Headers : ed aed = 63 
Quoins, Bullnose and 44 in. Flats ai ee Fi 80 
Double Stretchers ... sa a? ae ed p 85 
Double Headers... as ‘a oa saa ‘i 77 
One side andtwoends_.... a Sea ei eo 87 
Two sides and oneend ..... ah af wai soe 
Splays and Squints oni aa 83 


Cream and Buff £3 extra over White. Other 
colours, hard glaze, £8 10s. Od. extra over White. 
All above prices plus 173 % for Best quality and 
plus 173% less 10% for Second quality. 


PARTITION SLABS, etc. 


Delivered Central London Area. 
HoLLow Cay PARTITION BLocks (Keyed) 


Minimum 
lorry loads. 
pf) eee 140 yds. , - = yd. sup. 
*2t in. ... 140 yds. ope ; ps 
*3 in. 120 yds. poe ? 
BUILDING BLOCKS (Keyed) 
*4 in. (6 cavity) 95 yds. - o 
6 in. (8}” x 53”) 1250 Blocks per 1000 25 
*Half blocks at no extra charge. 
CLINKER CONCRETE 
2 in. 100 yds. aa . per yd. sup. 
7 ‘és aga 85 yds. ee — = 
ae Sa ay 75 yds. ae es a 
Cees oa 55 yds. zau poe o 
CRANHAM 
Sits -«s hind was roe acs ig Ppa oa | 
,/ tae tee aan oa aaa —_ pee a 
3 in. es a ia Pee sen ies wae a 
-4in Po aie ‘sea aa pe 
4h in. Load bearing quality rae ae; a 
FLoor Biocks and Nesein Ties 
3 in. Floor Blocks 12 in. ‘ante 12 in. ne in full 
lorry-loads ... per 1,000 32 
4 in. ae ena poe aby aa oe a 34 
5 in. thin “ass aw pe ee oa ras ah 41 
6 in. re san Sag pre na a wi 46 
7 in. & Sig dig es wad ia a a 56 
8 in 66 
10” x 3” x 17 Filler Tiles in multiples of 10tiles per 1, ,000 multiples = 
xs? x ‘ do. do. = - 
10° x4" x do. do. = 2 @ 


STONEWARE DRAIN PIPES, etc. 


_ 
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The following are the percentages to be added to the Standard List prices 


delivered London Area. 


Over 100 Pieces Under 100 Pieces 
Over 2 tons under 2 tons under 2 tons 
Best A sang +674% +974% +1073% 
B.S.S. Best do. +10%° +673% +10% +974% +10% +107}9 
Tested Quality +374%4674% +374%+978% +37$%+1074% 
B.S.S. Tested do. +47$%+673% +474%4974% +474% “of 101k 
s. 
3 in. Land Drain inal bats ar in. sancigaiatha per 1,000 11 3 6 
4in. oO. ion “ 14 14 6 
STONE 
Bath Stone— 
Monks Park . per ft. cube 7 10 
St. Aldhelm Box Ground — 8 10 
Delivered in railway trucks at South Lambeth 
B.R. Western Region 
Doulting Stone Random Blocks. Delivered wagenant area ,, 8 7 
Beer Stone. Delivered London area ee ae 8 0 
Portland Stone— 
Brown Whitbed in random blocks, 20 ft. average 
delivered in railway trucks at Nine Elms, B.R. 
Southern Region = os 8 It 
Yorkshire Stone—Blue Robin ‘Hood Quality. 
Delivered to site London in 6-ton lots. 
9in. X 3in. Rubbed, eaaarcanied ae - 
stooled cills aa - Sam cube 3 10 8 
12 in. X 6 in. do. do. a ‘i 210 6 
12in. x 3 in. Plain coping, twice throated _ fh 119 0 
12 in. x 3in. Weathered and twice throated coping »» 212 0 
14in. x 6in. do. do. ia ‘a air le 
43 in. X 9in. Plinth, rubbed on top. ‘and face... fa 426 
3 in. sawn two sides Slabs, random sizes . per ft. sup. 7 6 
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STONE—continued <8 
Templates ‘and Cover Stones, 3 in., 4 in. and 6 i brig i i i £ sd 
D n. Sin. < 44 in. : F P - d 
thick, 6 dos tat on rendered brickwork perft.cube 1 5 9 6in. x aa 24 in. 5 3 og Ra ee 2 . : 
brichwosk ie air one : oo for fair faced 6in. x 44 in. 7 in. X 4 in. Sin. x 4in. °.. i i's 0 
9in. x 4 - 
Hard —-. ae roe = 1 106 Fale rf a Pop . a mr ee ve 100 
in. x 2 in, Square Steps, rubbed on top and a x Fe ge 
ge ‘Be ~ Round-nosed Steps, rubbed whe =n pas 14 ie. x aya 14m x Gin io : 9 
n - 2S eee in. in. in. X 8 in. 
12 in. x 6 in. Plain Steps, rubbed top and front . pret 3 5 0 ie im x gin or cee = 1 oe - 10 0 
2 in. Rubbed and Jointed Paving, given sizes per ft. sup. 8 6 18 in. x 8i og - oe. {8 in. x 7 in 
2 in. Sawn Paving, edges squared, in random sizes peryd.sup 2 19 3 Seal snaies Gotaias sorte Ripped a ee 
TILES AND PANTILES meme 2 et ot. wae 
Delivered London area by road in 6 tons or over per 1,000 Fabricated work delivered London— = = 3 = 5 
Machine-made Pantiles and French pee Tiles from R.S. Joists cut and fitted 
Lincolnshire district y 20 8 0 Compound girders ee dere earene 6 USS eel ae 55 10 0 
me§ -made Pantiles Berkshire district - ee vi 49 18 0 — ss 6 oe te a ee 66 10 0 
net made Double Roman Bridgwater district :.. eos 58 13 6 Compound stanchions * = ~ oo’ 0 
es made 10} x 64 tiles Berkshire district ee ie 13 18 9 In Roof Work—Trusses and Purlins « sah ~~ gan’ 
achine-made 10$ x 64 Staffordshire district... 13 8 9 Average prices not for awkward work. == = = 
Hand-made Hip and Valley tiles per doz. dss 110 0 Mild Steel Ferro-Concrete bars to BSS785 Lond 
| aw nfade ogg and Valley tiles do... 00 6. see Pes0 peng? & in. diam., —_ men bavi 6 0 
les x a hs 53 ; pt . ox 
do. iniertoctiing (49S)... os s : : ye in. do. oo wee in ry geen 3 : 3 
Nore.—Breakage in transit, purchasers’ responsibility. gin. do. sel 23 el. sadecca “beac aah . 29 ¢ 
SLATES sin. do. +x sis ¥. eas ne a 112 0 
First-quality Slates from Penrhyn or Portmadoc i ° 
Re er : , Carriage . MILD STEEL TUBES 
paid in full truck loads to London Rate Station. Per Tubes to BSS1387 and Fittings. List prices and following discounts: 
ual Galvanised Tube— W.1._F itti 
24 x 12 i? seaianbic ClassA + 4% 1. Fittings Malleable Fittings 
22 x 12 Class B 94° i ° 
oS 103 13 8 + 94% Light + 284% Malleable List—324% + 40% 
Ace Sig | gage e + 281% lt 3h eile 
ee m7 9 | Glas B 10% Light + 158% Malleable List—324% 
se ge (A eable List— 
ie x r “ ClassC + 13% erg + 234% 4% 
16x 8 HALF-ROUND GUTTERS 
Note. —Breakage i in transit, purchasers’ responsibility. " Cee Saen eet ya in 6-ft. lengths 
TIMBER Sto 
Sationd.. 3in Gutters Nozzles Ends 
Deer aii eaecsiee idee 3h ia. = ea oes ae w. = 3/44 3/- /10 
Carcassing quality ag Me a | Sm oe ae a 4/9 3/8 3. 
in on d ” . oe eee eee eee 
on Grooved Flooring do. a £108 0 ra ver oa “Nie gee ee 5/24 4/1 1/6 
Mahogany—African S.E. ssc NB: perft.cube 110 0 re} re ay + 5/98 4/5 1/10 
Honduras do. se do. 4 3 5 0 : C.1.0.G. GUTTERS 
— European do. a a. ” 330 3 in. BES iam wee nee ‘inte 4/43 3/11 1/- 
~ cena ae. a 5 ee. > eae) Gobe Janes )-iubabetees a 3/11 1/3 
do. English Logs sawn ... do. . i rhe fa oe 2 ei oe 4/1 1/6 
Teak 8 in. average cn. do. ” 3 5 0 Pe In. see ee eee ove one 5/94 4/8 1/10 
Walnut African Logs sawn ... do. as a jie a 6/44 3/5 2/l 
DOORS (in Lots I-1!) “Cl. RANE-WATER PIPES 
Delivered London area. ps cine ft. cae Pipe Bends Branches. 
l}in. 4 ogre Panel Pattern 4 in. —_ a re Lay a vo 7/24 3/8 /4 
> ft. Oin. X 6 ft. 6 in. sal oe + ag aes es se ae ico 4/1 7/1 
2 fi. 3 in. x 6 ft. 6 in. af ot ene iis 0 | 3 Aa ee a 5/2 7/8 
eee hee G ED. yl aii 6/1 9/3 
~ 2 ft. 9 in. x 6 ft. 6 in. ee a ot = 1 16 : toe, ae ve wee 10/8 7/4 10/11 
in. do, but tos top ayaa Pattern 4 x G in deal —_ L. C. C. CoaTep Soit Pipes 
as... UC E22 1 Ge SS. OS : fs 7/8 
2 in. yy bay mee ge Pattern 2 x G in deal n : in. ie oer se : “ 9/8 118 1/7 
mx t in. ao re In. eee eee ass at 
2 ft. 9 in. x 6 ft. 6 in. cand “ae ae tae $36 ain. is 12/4 10/8 13/8 
SUNDRIES Pe Above prices for gutters, rain-water and soil pipes for under Son. I 
Delivered London area pone Lots over 5 cwt. see List No. 3300 dated February 1, 1955, plus Deer 
1 in. Wood Wool Slabs, 6 ft. O in. x 2 ft. Oin. in and tonnage allowance. 4-ton lots 5 per cent, 2-ton lots 24 per cent. 
uantities t / 
iS wees CO. GG mienees: seaplane 
2 in. do. (52 yds. tol ton)... se : 8 114 cwt ar : Ib 
23in. do. (45 yds.tolton) ... — ... de 10 3 4 in. ! ie a 17 foe yd. Bends Branches 
3 in. do. (39 yds. to 1 ton) “ 11 5 6 in. Ce ilk a AOC ae 18/3 32/6 
Quantities under 1 ton add 1d. per 3 in. of thickness. ” i ; Me Te ome wis 719 
3 in. imported insulation Board, quantities over 5,000 sq. ft. All less 174 moore RAIN-WATER PIPES AND FITTINGS 
‘in ee Ge:. .<: es og ~ sain sites 5 i é etiam 2 in 23 in 3i 4 
mn. o do. i ie a ae Pipes 6-ft. length : . in. in. 
# in. Asbestos Flat Building $ Sheets per yd. su . : Shea ae ng ia 3/3 PP pag 6/5 
Roofing Felt, I-ply ... ; , nee wit % r 1s Single Branches _ ae ; 3/9 rh ae 4/3 
do. 2-ply ee ap Ww 19 Bends square or obtuse 7 2/8 2/11 Mir 
Best Scotch Glue, in slabs : perdewt. 5 0 0 —_— Necks 4} in. proj. ;, 2/11 3/9 4/3 sit 
ear 26 we . | 
Croid Glue F = Sees eee si ie we 39 = 4/105 
Cut Nails 3 in. (1-ton lots) ... s ae in ence Aspestos O.G. GUTTERS AND FITTINGS 
do. 4 in. and up (i-ton lots) . a 54.15 0 in. 4h in. 5 in 6in 
Wire Nails, 3 in. (4-cwt. lots) : a en oe ac 7 Gutters 6-ft. sat ... per yd. 3/7 3/11 4/8 . Siri 
= cana. -. 2 we as pn ond a . each , 2/10 3/4 3/10 ane 
METALS Stee. Joists, Etc. Ms ww el Tg itt ‘5. i = 
Basis Joists— Nowies a aoe ” sI10 3/5 4/1 4/10. 
6in. x 5in., 8 in. x Sin., 8 in. x 6in., 10 in. xX 6 in. Union Clips... a . 1/5 ie gg pu 
12 in. x 6 in. te cut to tits delivered London a I _ 2/5 
ny mele as -. perton 39 0 0 ASBESTOS monies GUTTERS AND FITTINGS 
in. : ‘ 
ca x eee. (Sin KE. Gutters 6-ft. lengths ...per yd. 2/6 iit a> 5 in. 6 in. 
cn ate PEEL ere ” 310 0 Dropends ...  ... each 2/1 2/5 2/8" ai an 
4 in. x 3in., 10 in, x 43 in. “ ie nee ” ¢ os 0 Stop ends eee ee ” /9 /10 ‘ /ll ‘i. py 
Sax tin, Smxin ... : soe »» 0 Angles ... oe aa. ste 2/8 2/11 3/2 ie 
4zin. x iZin... ta Alfie 2 vd 24 4 paren aa ae 2/5 2/8 tt 43 
” nion Clips... erie ee) | 1/1 1/2 1/4 = 
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METALS—continued 
Per ton basis 
in London 
£s. d. 
Jron—Staffordshire soca bears ues ay uae 4217 6 
Mild Steel Bars va ae aa . 3714-0 
Mild Steel Hoops ... “ns see ee ben 39 1 0 


Ex Merchant's 
Stock per ton 
Two-ton lots 


Soft Sheets C.R. we ia A— £-s. d. 
20 gauge ... F ann ee an ae aoe 
24 gauge ... Re. eae pe: cen aaa pt ots SF 6 
26 gauge . dae ake ove” owe 16 *@ 

G chaliens Corrugated sheets 6 ft. to 9 ft.— 

20 gauge ... P 2 : eae aaa icgae @..6 
24 gauge =e Ae aes és ena aa ea ess 7a 16 «6S 
26 gaug ane nay int CO eo 
Gabvuniala Flat sheets c R. and C.A.— 
20 gauge ... et eae we ‘sa ace Te 16 6 
24 gauge ... itn Bas ne ANF xen ies ica Oe OG 
26 gauge ... sc», (Oe eG 
PLUMBERS’ BRAss Work, Copper, “Zinc, ETC. 
elivered in nes area. 
M.O.H 
All per doz. $ in. } in. lin. I}in. 14in. 2in. 


Screwdown bib cocks cam 


head for iron 87/— 128/8 

Toilet bib cocks for iron . 109/— 158/5 : 

Screwdown stop cocks for iron 66/— 95/9 188/— 363/— 522/6 917/6 
do. with two unions for lead 89/— 132/— 234/4 472/— 623/6 1389/6 
Double nut boiler screws 18/8 26/5 47/6 48/6 67/- 93/6 
Heavy Croydon ball valves 7T7/— 193/6 312/5 568/8 734/10 — 
Plumbers’ union brass lead ‘to 

iron & ee 19/6 23/6 38/6 ~ 52/10 70/6 165/— 

lf in. 1}in. 2in. 3in. 34in. 4 in. 

Caps and screws 33/- 40/8 59/6 92/5 118/10 155/3 


31/11 31/11 56/2 74/10 91/5 
"14 x 61b. 1¢ xX Gib. 2 x FIb. 3.x TI. 
Lead P. trap with brass dgmmaien 


Brass sleeves 


screws 63/6 79/6 127/- 217/3 
Lead S. trap do. 71/- 95/- 156/3 281/- 
Solder a: 

Plumbers’... FEE wae ae per lb. a @ 

Page nae <e ies ‘ei eee ne u 3 3 


Blow pip 
Copper oe BSS 659/ 1944 on the basic price of 394d. per Ib. plus gauge 
and manufacturing extras as follows. Minimum quantities, 3 cwt. 


Extra 

‘ d. d. 
in. x 19 gauge pee we Nae Total per Ib. 51% 
Stax 19 at» seer ep ee 504 
fin. 4 18. ae. we Se sd oa 483 
iin cs. a oe SG rite 484 
iin. x: 18: ae) | pe ag Agen 48} 
2 in. x 17 10§ je 493 
Rolled Copper sheets up ‘to 48 in. wide, basic price £*e,.4 
plus gauge and manufacturing extras_... ae Penton 347 15°06 
— Zinc 10 gauge (25 SWG)-5 cwt. _ iniaiand per cwt. 810 O 
12 gauge (23 SWG) - s.$-3 
— 14 gauge (21 SWG) = ‘“ SF 3 

Brass tubes basic = | iad wen manufactur- 4 
ing extras per Ib. 2 7 


LEAD SHEET AND PIPES 
Basis selling price in minimum one-ton delivery to one address in London 
or Home Counties. 


£ d. 
Lead Sheet, English, 33 lb. substance and upwards perton 140 5 0 
Lead Water Pipe in coils a - 41 10 0 
Lead Soil Pipe 10 ft. or over 2 in. to 4 in. dia. |... é 143 0 O 
do. over 4 in. dia. ‘aay bed a 145 0 0 
Lead Gas or Untinned Compo pipe kas pe 143 0 0 
Extras over Basis for quantities under 1 ton 
5 cwt. and under 1 ton a per cwt. 2 0 
3 cwt. do. 5 cwt. BS vi eas aaa ee 40 
1 cwt. do. 3 cwt. “Se pal 6 0 
Smaller quantities than 1 ewt. ‘priced ‘specially. 
Supplying sheet lead and lead pipe to less than basis 
weights and cutting to sizes less than basis charged 
extra according to current trade schedule. 
Allowance for Old Lead, collected £99 Os. Od. per 
ton weighed at buyer’s ‘works. 
PLASTER, etc. 
Coarse Pink in 1-ton. loads and over Delivered on ™ ‘per ton 711 9 
do. White do. do. ‘ 719 6 
Sirapite Coarse do. do. ces i 714 3 
do. Fine do. do. ae “a a2 3 
Blue Lias Lime in 6-ton loads nee ae ia oS 6 9 6 
Hydrated Lime do. ‘ae eee “ee ve - 126 
Lump Lime do. a + $2 0 
White Keen’s or Parian Cement in i-ton loads =. es 10 12 0 
Pink Keen’s or Parian Cement in 1-ton loads__... a 10 6 6 
Granite Chips in 6-ton loads ~ nas ” » Ey Se 
Hair per cwt 417 6 
Gypsum Plaster Lath or Base Board i in. thick 600 
yds. and over in one delivery.. Delivered site ... per yd. y ae 
1,200 yds. ” 2 2% 
Gypsum Plaster Wall Boards, '3 and 4 ft. wide 6 to 
12 ft., $ im. thick, 600 yds. and over in one 
delivery. Delivered site... ie Sie aug Pa 2 6 
1,200 yds. ... ana a dea aes ak ea 2 5} 
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PAINT AND DISTEMPER 
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Delivered London area $e. é. 
Ceiling Distemper .... Poe Be aes oe percwe.' 2 7 6 
Washable Distemper a am waa aaa 4 3-3-9 
Gloss Paint... .. pergal 210 0 
Snowcem cement paint ‘(in 1 cwt. drums) . percwt. 311 0 
LEAD PRODUCTS AND OILS. 
Ground White Lead, 1 cwt. kegs percwt. 818 0 
Genuine White Lead Paint, 1-19 gal. ‘ots in 1 1 gal. tins per gal. i SS 
Genuine Red Lead, Dry, 1 cwt. keg percwt. 619 3 
Genuine Linseed Oil Putty, 1 cwt. keg in 211 0 
Size XD quality, 28 !b. per tin . 
Raw Linseed Oil (5 gal.) drums extra Ba --. per gal. 7 oe 
Boiled Linseed Oil (5 gal.) do. ... on aos aa 12 6 
SUNDRIES. 
Turpentine substitute (5 gal.) drums extra ... aie ae 5 $ 
do. do. (40 gal.) do. do. ... ae a 4 8 
Solignum, Brown (5 gal. cans) Exterior ... in pe 6 6 
Creosote (40 gal. barrels) ; = ; naka mo y 
Paste Powder (1 Ib. gargendh per Ib. 1 6 
White Lining Paper per piece 10 
VARNISHES, etc. 
Delivered London area 
Oak Varnish, Outside or Inside aa --. per gai 3 2-6 
Oak Pale Copal do. oe ie cad ee a 118 0 
Hard Drying Oak for Inside ‘ We a fe 200 
Crystal Paper Varnish do. aad aia aa ae 2 G6 
Eggshell Flat Varnish do. ... saz ae ia yi 214 0 
Finest Carriage Varnish ep ae za aaa pe 210 O 
Front Door Varnish ... as eau ae ree PS 200 
Japan Gold Size <a sis oa a axe ‘a 112 6 
Black Japan... Ae oe ‘fie sna ate pe 114 0 
Brunswick Black me iz dive oe <a “ 110 0 
Berlin Black ... wea fod <a pep ane a | ee 
Terebene sae oS ‘aes aa 1 8 0 
Knotting (1 gal. bottles free)... ead ade “ad a y a 
French and Brush Polish (do.) oe aa aa ai 118 O 
GLASS 
Delivered London area Per ft. we 
a 
18 oz. Sheet Glass Ordinary Glazing Quality. Cut Sizes 53 
24 0z. 5, ” ” 9 99 % 1% 
26 0Z. ,, ” %» » 9 ” 10 
re oz. ” ” ” ” 1 
; in. Rolled Plate yes ae aay ona 9 
#; in. and }.in. Rough Cast oe 1 0 
4 in. Figured Rolled and Cathedral, Standard patterns: 
White ae a 9 
do. Standard Tints is - 1 4} 
do. Special Tints ... ssi ore ead aa 43 
+ in. Pinstripe, Hammerstripe, Reeded, Reedlyte and 
Luminating was ee ae ad Ben 
in. Wired Cast ‘i a4 
4 in. Georgian Wired Cast 1 2} 
Hollow Glass Blocks— Each. 
P.B.2. 52 xX | 3} in a 
P.B.3. it x 4 ¢ 3g in. <a aaa aaa ae 42 
P.B.32 7} < 3$ in. he <i ‘aad 42 
Radiused om pale bs to match up with— 
P.B.2 és > oe 
P.B.3 6 9 
P.B.32 a 6 9 
3 in. Polished Plate Glass, G. G. Quality— Per ft. super 
In plates not exceeding 2 ft. sup. 4-4 
* * % 5 ft. sup. 4 5 
99 ‘es - 45 ft. sup. 5 1 
pe 99 100 ft. sup. 5 6 
din. Polished Plate, extra sizes, j.e., plates enetlinn 100 ft. 
sup. or 160 in. one way or 96 in. both ways. G.G. quality 
—Not exceeding 135 ft. ~~ or 250 in. one rite or 135 in. 
both ways gh 
Not anetes 180 ft. sup. ‘or ditto” ane aad aaa j | ae 
Not exceeding 200 ft. sup. or ditto ae 16 0 


Plates exceeding 200 ft. sup., prices on application 
Substances other than } in. Polished Plate at Special Prices. 
Quantity Tariff—Sheet and Sundry Glass. 


The following prices apply to minimum quantities of one size and one- 
pattern delivered by the manufacturer to one site at one time. 


Minimum Per ft. r 


Description of Glass quantity 

18 oz. sheet O.Q. fi 

2402. 5 - ce. vide” | taal ataae ive ae 

yt s aad “an oni ase an 2000 

32 oz. - ead aa a ... 2,000 
1,000 


tin. Rolled Plate 


+ in. Figured Rolled and Cathedral Standard 
Patterns, White 1,000 
} in. Pinstripe, Hammerstripe, Reeded, Luminating 
and Spotlyte 1,000 
#; in. and } in. Rolled Plate or Rough Cast. 2,000 
} in. Wired Cast, Hexagonal... eee eee «. 2,000 


tin. Georgian Wired Cast ... aco ese ee 
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CURRENT RATES OF WAGES 


AS FROM APRIL 18, 1955. (Every endeavour is made to ensure accuracy but we cannot be responsible for errors.) 




















































































































































































































Town. Grade. 
Aberavon Par Pra.- A ne KEY TO SCHEDULE OF GRADE RATES. PR ar Grade 
berdare ...... A rade Cl ORCA cs .cpbeedenerigsse. ; 
Abergavenny ay Fn sooving assification. A Al A2 A3 Shrewsbury M.B. fs ; r. 
Abingdon 2 Lab oo . wee 4/- 3/113 3/11 3/103 Sittingbourne A2 
Accrington A abourers ... _ = 3/53 3/5 3/44 3/4 Skegness U.D. “At 
one o =e Grad 7 a ES oA 
eburgh ..... eX % de. own. rade. Town. eator .D. A 
Aldershot District. AD Burton-on-Trent C.B....... A PRURTMIREE cmc cvcciesssacene A2 kon ey eee =e Slough .............. a: 
Alfreton U.D...... ney * ous Felixstowe Al Lyneham (Devon) Capa A2 Smethwick C.B. tA 
Alnwick ....... Al Filey U.D. ee a ie a ee en Rs rT oe Snettisham _.......... A2 
yo al a ea emma aaa A Fleetwood ae Macclesfield — ...........s000++. A Somerset, County of ......fA2 
Amble....... met Flint ....... A Maidenhead .. Al Southampton ................. A 
Amersham .. wees Folkestone ; Maidstone .. Al Southend-on-Sea Dist. ...... A 
Aonmenford .............ccossscs ih Calder Valley Frinton .... we ee rt WOUNIIIORG . ccassseprddscsnvece A 
Andover ..... “A2 Cambridge ....... Zs OO EO: Maldon (Essex) .. Al South Shields C.B. ce 
Ardingly ... AAS Cannock U.D. : i Malvern U.D. . Al Spalding U.D. .... nce 
Arundel ... A> Canterbury .... , Gainsborough U.D. ......... A Manchester .... ey’ Stafford M.B. Rey 
etre core arsed “A? NAR soos cp teespeccenge scenes Gateshead ,........... om Manningtree ..... my y Staines ....... wk 
Ashby-de-la-Zouch U.D....A Cardiganshire,County of Gillingham (Kent). Mansiicid WEB. .i....00.5.405¢ A Stamford M.B. Al 
Ashby Woulds U.D.......... ry Carlisle ........ sesssveseseees osnesi CFU sv oscccsesien a j March.............. ice Stantonwick hi 
‘Aatford (Kent) ......:.. "A2 Carmarthenshire,Cnty of tA2 cn ee Oe — IS A2 Stevenage . A 
Ashford (Middlesex). ay Caernarvonshire, Cnty. of {A2 Gloucestershire, Cnty. of {A2 Market Harborough U.D. A Stockport. sscveecss rN 
Ashington ........... aa MOREMEOCU 5 scesc<ssepsuce-so ere A Godalming .............+.0000++ A2 |, Maryport — ......-sc.cccsseoees | Stockton R.D. LA 
IR ast dex Castleford.. cM ASOON “DED... i. 00ses0<spneseusoee A | Matlock U.D. ... fa Stockton-on-Tees . on 
Ashton-under-Lyne .........A Caterham . ; wk Gosport ........ .A | Melksham cea Stoke-on-Trent C.B. oA 
Aspatria and Brayton ...... A2 Chapel-en-le-Frit aA Grantham M.B. A | Melton Mowbray U.D.....Al Stoke Orchard ....... Al 
Atherstone R.D. (parts of) A Charmy Down ........ wr Gravesend ......... OY an Sa oe A Stourbridge M.B. A 
Aylesbury ......c.ccsssesesecs: A2 Chatham & District Al Great Yarmouth ............... A | Middlesbrough a Stourport U.D. A 
MUAMHBIS. (oss. sokcecsc ee A2 Cheadle (Staffs) R.D. ......... A Grimsby C.B. & R.D.(part) A | Middleton ...... ee Stowmarket ............. ‘Al 
Seathoe : KGET cscssecssesesecusssns A Grimsby R.D. (remainder) A2 Middlewich ... A Stratford-on-Avon M.B.......A 
Babowell CII esi cssccicciecsesence A Guildford District ............ A2 Milford Haven 1 Sunderland District a" 
ee Chepstow Al Halesowen M.B Morecambe .... Sunningdale .......... Al 
vec | eee — A Halifax - ed aceon — Coldfield M CA 
y CS ie eS eee eee I Pe undesley . w. 2 
Barnoldswick U.D. ..... Chesterfield M.B. .. mw Halstead ...... A2 . Swanage e Ai 
Barnsley C.B. ........... Chesterfield R.D. 1... A | Haresfield ...... A | ee. Swansea eer 
Barrow-in-Furness ...........- Chester-le-Street U.D. ...... A Harlow .......... 7 Ee ORE Swindon ney 
Barrow-upon-Soar R.D. ROUSCIIIOE 5 <0ssenccbesecoceee A2 Harpenden A | Newark-on-Trent R.D.. Swinton U.D. a 
(exc. Thrussington A2)...A Chippenham (inc. Chippen- Harrogate A ee ee ca 
MI oo ncegenprasessicsccsiessanes A ham Within and Harden- Hartlepool A Newcastle-on-Tyne gemma MMB, A 
Basford R.D.(exc. Willough- BAG) sssescictecnaseasees A2 Harwich A Newcastle-under-Lyme ...... A Tenterden ... A2 
by-on-the- Wolds Add. A Chorley Haslemere A2 New Forest District......... Al Tewkesbury ..... ey | 
Basingstoke {i HEE Al Clacton ...... | Hastings ......... A2 Newmarket ............. sat Thames Haven ear’ 
ES Ks Cleethorpes . | Hatfield (Herts.) ... Ad Newport, Mon. ... er Thetford ........ A2 
noes M.B. . Clevedon | Haywards Heath .... A2 Newport Pagnell ............A2 Thorpe Bay ........... ok 
Baxterley_ ........ Sbeaee Cleveleys .... : | Hemel Hempstead ... A | Newton Abbot ....... Al Thurrock U.D.C. Area ...... A 
Beaconsfield & District...... Clitheroe _...... | Henley-on-Thames A2 | Northallerton Dist.... eae .» North of, to Billericay A 
ED esc oy sect parc aacies ee Coalville U.D. . a | Hereford ..........0..s0.s00 A2 | Northampton C.B.... vA TiDUry  seeeseeesseeeeseeseseees A 
Beccles... Cobham (Surrey) — | Herefordshire, Cnty. of...$A2 North Shields .... sk Todmorden se A 
Bedale R.D.. seer rang peal ee eee A2 | Norton Radstock Al Tonbridge Al 
Bedford .... elie oo.sc:.: “A | Hertford .... oe Norwich ...........+++. abe. Torquay . Al 
Bedlington ak Colwyn Bay ... pee | Hexham U.D. A Nottingham C.B. ... = Totnes _ ...... Al 
ES TALES A Congleton Heysham .......... A - Nuneaton M.B...............-4 Trowbridge _........ 2.2 
Beeston & tee U.D. A Consett High Wycombe .. Al Tunbridge Wells Al 
owed U.D.. mY CONWAY. xo5.<0055- A en _— r Oidhan an een 1 icpaimsantier - 
2a ter Pe A aa al eo Tee eer ree 
Berkhamsied a Soa td OL s.ec283 a ae . Ongar ..... er yepmams Boten) - Al 
Berrington ........ ae Cranbrook 5 sehen Horley ...... A2 Ormnsleiric «..--0-----0+- A -yanelingay ile r mot te ae 
Berwick Borough. Pane % Cranleigh ......... Horsham A2 Ossett and Horbury “A Wakefield ...s.sseeeeeeeeeees A 
Beveriey .......... Fe Cur iene Horwich .. x NORD Seveisecssevossens eee Wallsend B. ..  § 
Bexhill-on-Sea A2 EERE. sacsasesseces Huddersfield A — ool Walsall C.B. .. A 
Biggleswade ..... ..A2 CHOICE 5. «05. .osseencsevees iy Hull ......-00 A Paignton .... Al Walsden. .......... vA 
Billericay ..... ook Crook and Willington Hunstanton ........ A2 Peterborough . A Walton-on-Naze Al 
Billing .......... vA RAD: os sscesssescunesbontetov A Huntingdon (Staffs). A ” Al Ware weseseceesees vA 
Billingham U.D.. A Crowborough ms oe Ilkley PACKOGINR: o.5.06csu0s AZ Warminster --A2 
Bilsthorpe A SC ss csscaseccasseact I om a. * Plymouth ..... A Warrington | .... vA 
Birchington A2 : a ar Bie ccc on Pontefract ....... A Warwick M.B._ . A 
Birkenhead x- Dalton-in-Furness ............ A Isle 2 f heppey .. -A2 Pontypridd District. A Wellington U.D. A 
Birmingham C. A Darlington District A Isle of Thanet... A2 Portishead ............ A Wells (Norfolk) A2 
Bishop Auckland...... A Darwen illness ENR pare BIE OE WAGNE: ..5.csicescesasee A2 Portland Stoneyards v% WHINE sisscess, 055% ane 
Bishop’s Stortford... Gr a 2 eS Sae A2 Jurow NED: re Portsmouth ............ A Welwyn Gar. City .. A 
BMRDMAID cies.ss0csecen A Denbigh Town A2 os os ama a acc Port Talbot .. ita West Bromwich C.B. coe 
Blackburn... ok - rby C.B “A Keighley i‘ Preston ..... A Westbury. ..,..:-..0. .-A2 
Blackpool .......... x CS ee ae ..A2 Kendal . nA Pudsey ........ ery Westcliff-on-Sea WA 
Blackwell : * Devon, County of . A2 | Kenilwort! ee A PRIGOROUGN  ..0<6cceccss i Westerham _ ..........+.. Al 
Blaydon U.D..... A Dewsbury ......... “A | Kettering M.B. . A Rednocsha Weston-super-Mare AL 
Blidworth ....... A Didcot | ...... ..A2 | Keynsham .......... A Ra norshire, County of $A2 Weybridge A 
ee eee ~ A Ss eae Kidderminster M.B. A Reviech” ease Nie a sali ile sactalaes A2 Weymouth Al 
Bognor Regis... Doncaster C.B. eS King’s Lynn ........ Al Resdie veo Whitby U.D. Al 
Boldon U.D. . ES A Kingskerswell Al Red ee z vA Whitstable and District ...A2 
Bolsover U.D.. Dorset, County of (except- Kingsteignton er CACAar DB. woos. vA Wickford... A 
Bolton ..... ing Poole, Swanage and Kirkham ..,....... ; Redditch U.D. ...... A Widnes A 
Bourne End ... Wimborne Al) ............ A2 Knaresborough U.D...... ey Redhill and Reigate A Wigan ‘A 
Bournemouth D fax ee eee ..A2 pr Ripon ..... AZ Wigton .... wy: 
~ fey a e Dovercourt .. ry RRNA occ sects -oxcan dd A Rochdale ... vA Wilmslow _....... wer 
ee : Driffield U.D. ae Leamington M.B. . eae Rochester .... Al Wilts. County of. “$A2 
eT oe a = Droitwich MB. ce Leatherhead ....... mes Rotherham ..... cae Winchester ......... kt 
Braintree ..........-0..+. oe: Dudley C.B. sak caus sais bsknnye anal Rugby M.B. .... eae Windermere ........ A2 
Breconshire, County of...$A2 Dunstabie_ ..... me picester C.B. ....... soe Saffron Walden A2 Windsor and Eton . cou 
Brent Knoll ........0c...+0«. ‘A2 Durham City .............00.. A Leighton Buzzard.. Al St. Albans .. a WHEDON cco. senccaces A2 
Brentwood at ieaienniis a Eaehwrenth opiates re = Helens ... me — es Al 
ridlington .. weeeA | EASCDOUFNE ........eeeeeeeeeee A | Pe pe ra ass he SO oking (District .- 
Brierfield ... es s Glam. & Mon. Val. ...... A — M.B. iceoik Salisbury City ... “a3 Wokingham a aliases wy 
Brighouse ... aes ast Grinstead District ... A2 incoln C.8. ee Salisbury Plain ... A2 Wolverhampton C.B. A 
Brighton ok Eastwood (Notts.) U.D. ...A Littlehampton ay. ¥ Sawbridgeworth Tex Woodbridge ... A2 
Bristol ... on — Vale & District......... A pies an Seeauee ee Saxmundham c a Worcester C.B. ok 
Broadstairs . ey — pacetitcies SA? eed R Al Scarborough ay Workington oy * 
Bromsgrove rami - ae Ae 4 — A Scunthorpe .. Rey. Worksop M.B. . A 
Broughton, Flint A Epping Soak pony Seneca oe Saby 2... ae Worthing” -:..(3:.0-23-5 A2 
ey a des ae A a soseeewees Re Sevenoaks . Al Wrexham (incl. Cefn).........A 
GS oo ac ce A2 ii a2 fen orough M.B. A Sheerness SA. Wroughton ........... Al 
I sensresseasersinn naa Fakenham ..seeessseess Louth M.B. ........ Al Sheffield on Wylam a... tee 
REG. tas an A Rarchain ” : westoft ... sen Shipley .. rr Wymondham _.............6 A2 
ge rs -A2 Shoeburyness .. A York A 














For Birkenhead, Liverpool and London the r. — 
ws Labourers, 36. 6b. h gtr on er working day. 3 This the County rate and pone Sanee pent = alae pews a ds vahesalicrecapret star ot soe vex 
sats et day, when employed on other building J a eet aa in ee operating under the Supplementary Rules for Woodworking Factories and Shops, receive 
oe nse 2s. 94d. ee the country the rate of wages for women engaged in craft processes is 3s. 14d. per hour. Women engaged on work other than 
For Building Trade Wages in Scotland see page 1018- 
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June 17 1955 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


FIDOR OFFICERS 


At the second annual general meeting of 
the Fibre Building Board Development 
Organisation, Ltd., 47, Princes Gate, SW7, 
held at Oslo on June 7, Mr. C. Geoffrey 
Cullen was re-elected chairman of the 
governing council. Mr. Cullen is chairman 
of Bowaters Building Boards, Ltd., and is 
also a Liveryman of the City of London. 


PRODUCTIVITY IN THE USA 


A productivity team from John Laing and 
Son, Ltd., 4, Regent-street, SW1, left Lon- 
don Airport on June 8 to study building and 
civil engineering methods and practices in 
the United States. The team of 11 senior 
executives of the company will be in the 
United States for three weeks. 


TOOLS ALLOWANCE 


A Ministry of Health circular dealing with 
allowances for building trade employees in 
hospitals, states that the tool allowances 
payable to plumbers who provide and main- 
tain the tools prescribed in the list approved 
by the Joint Councils for the Building Indus- 
try shall be increased from 2d. to 3d. per 
day as from April 4, 1955. 


ENGINEERS’ GUILD 


The Engineers’ Guild have informed the 
Prime Minister of their readiness to give 
him any assistance within their power in 
his “ efforts to safeguard the interests of the 
community during the present national 
emergency.” 


BRIDGE OVER OUSE 


York City Council has approved the first 
stage towards building a new bridge over the 
River Ouse—the biggest project ever under- 
taken by the Corporation. It will be between 
Salisbury-road and Water End, Clifton, and 
it is estimated to cost, with the approach 
works, £440,000. 


SURVEYING CAMP 


The Brooklyn Farm Technical College, 
Aldridge-road, Great Barr, Birmingham, 
held a surveying camp at Llandrindod Wells 
from May 7 to 14. The aim of the camp 
was to give building students full opportu- 
nity of applying the principles of surveying 
to work in the field. The students were 
drawn from the Ordinary National Certifi- 
cate courses specialising in general building, 
quantity surveying, and structural engineer- 
ing. The work of the survey camp, together 
with the course of lectures in surveying con- 
ducted at the college, has been designed to 
give a thorough grounding for the student 
surveyor. It is intended, therefore, that the 
camp shall become an annual event, with 
direct benefit to such students studying for 
the examinations of the professional institu- 
tions. 


FURNACE BRICKWORK COURSE 


The City and Guilds of London Institute 
has prepared a two-year part-time final 
grade course in furnace brickwork which is 
intended for journeymen and apprentice 
bricklayers whose work is largely concerned 
with refractory and other brickwork in con- 
nection with the construction, maintenance 
and repair of furnaces, kilns and retorts and 
their ancillary structures. Students entering 
for the course will normally be expected to 
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have successfully completed the intermediate 
stage of the Institute’s course in brickwork, 
or a course of equivalent standard. The 
scheme will come into operation in the col- 
lege session 1955-56 and the first examina- 
tion will be held in 1956. Full particulars 
of the course con be obtained from the City 
and Guilds of London Institute, Departmeat 
of Technology, Gresham College, Basing- 
hall-street, EC2, price 6d. 


THE LATE MR. E. M. MEDWAY 


The death has occurred of Mr. Ernest M. 
Medway, of J. and E. Hall, Ltd., lift and 
escalator engineers. Mr. Medway had been 
connected with the lift business for over 60 
years and with J. and E. Hall for 30 years. 


PRIZE DISTRIBUTION 


The secondary technical school of the 
Brixton School of Building will hold its prize 
distribution at the Lambeth Town Hall, 
SW2, on June 30. The prizes will be dis- 
tributed by Lieut.-Col. Marcus Lipton, MP. 
An exhibition of students’ work will also be 
on view. 


DISTRICT SURVEYORS’ VISIT 


A visit of 18 members of the District Sur- 
veyors’ Association to the Hounslow works 
of Concrete, Ltd., 16, Northumberland- 
avenue, WC2, took place on May 19. They 
were shown the processes of manufacture 
of reinforced concrete and prestressed Bison 
floor units. The visit included a demon- 
stration to show the handling of prestressed 
products in an experimental bay and a slab 
was tested to destruction in the slab-testing 
bay. Experimental tests were also carried 
out on a composite plank floor and members 
were shown the erection of the first test 
‘specimen of a new type of flat prestressed 
slab which is in the course of development. 
In the laboratory, routine tests of slabs, con- 
crete cubes, sand and gravel, and high- 
tensile stee] wire were also carried out. 


WIND EFFECTS ON BRIDGES 


The latest in the series of Notes on Applied 
Science (No. 11) is now published. Based 
on wind tunnel research at the National 
Physical Laboratory, it deals with wind 
effects on bridges and other flexible struc- 
tures. In recent years the Laboratory has 
carried out extensive investigations on the 
oscillatory effects of winds on two proposed 
suspension bridges—the Severn bridge be- 
tween Beachley and Aust and the Runcorn- 
Widnes bridge over the Mersey. Most of 
the booklet is concerned with the oscillatory 
effects but static wind loads are also men- 
tioned. Much of the content applies in 
principle to other flexible structures such 
as tall chimney stacks, transmission lines, 
buildings and so on. The booklet, “ Wind 

* Effects on Bridges and other Flexible Struc- 
tures,” is published for DSIR, by HMSO, 
price 1s. 74d. by post. 


OEEC REPORT 


A report on the first meeting of technical 
information officers which was held at the 
DSIR, London, from September 27 to 
October 1, 1954, has been published by the 
European Productivity Agency of OEEC. 
Copies of the report which is entitled ‘* Tech- 
nical Information Services in Europe,” can 
be obtained from HM Stationery Office, 
price 2s. each. 
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TRADE NEWS 


More than 9,000 spectators’ seats at the 
Centre Court, Wimbledon, have been fitted 
with Delaron “ post-formed” plastic backs, 
under the direction of the architects, T. 
Mortimer Burrows and Partners. These 
plastic backs, produced by Thomas De La 
Rue and Co., are understood to neither warp, 
rot, nor need painting or replacing. They 
have been screwed to the existing backs 
using four Delaron blocks to allow for the 
curvature. No power tools are necessary, 
and one man can fix a seat back in approxi- 
mately five minutes with an ordinary ratchet 
screw-driver. 


CONCAVE PANELS 


The range of “ Concavo ” flush doors and 
panels produced by Crackerjack Models, of 
Rustington, Sussex, is built up of hardboard. 
The normal core is omitted and a certain 
area of each of the opposing faces is glued 
together under applied pressure when the 
faces and stiles and rails are pressed. This 
produces a slightly concave surface which 
counteracts any tendency to swell or “ wave ” 
in the event of the hardboard taking up any 
degree of moisture. This form of construc- 
tion is understood to be suitable for low-cost 
panels for prefabricated buildings, and if re- 
quired can be adjusted to accommodate 
sound and heat-absorbing material. 


SOCKET-OUTLETS 


A new range of flush and surface-mount- 
ing 13 amp. socket-outlets to British Standard 
1363 have been introduced *by J. A. Crab- 
tree and Co., Ltd., of Walsall, Lancs. 
These accessories, in switched or un- 
switched patterns, are available in both 
shockproof and metal plate units, and 
particular attention has been paid by the 
manufacturers to such considerations as 
easy wiring and durability. 


PERFORATED HARDBOARD 


The Five-Star hardboard manufactured by 
Celotex, Ltd., North Circular-road, NWI10, 


H 
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is now to be available in perforated form. 
This rigid high density wood fibre board is 
supplied in lengths of 4, 6, 8 and 12 ft. with 
perforations of ;in. diameter at 3 in. centres. 
It is a double sided board—on one side it 
has a smooth surface suitable for various 
applied decorative finishes, and on the other 
it has a “ canvas ” texture. . 


GLAZED PARTITIONING 


A simplified type of ‘“ glazed barrier” 
screening is now being marketed by Roneo, 
Ltd., 17, Southampton-row, WCl1. This 
system of glazed barrier partitioning is de- 
signed so as not to obscure the architectural 
features and general spaciousness of public 
areas in banks, insurance offices and similar 
buildings. About 5 ft. 6 in. in height, it needs 
no top horizontal member and is suitable for 
island enclosures, semi-private offices, or in- 
terviewing rooms. It is all steel to a height 
of 3 ft. 6in., above which it is glazed. 


BUILDING MAINTENANCE 


Revised pamphlets entitled ‘ Building 
Maintenance, Roofs, Rust Prevention and 
Weatherproofing ” and “ Paint Cleaning the 
Easy Way ” are available free from the Max- 
well Advisory Service Bureau, Maxwell 
House, 6, St. Paul’s-square, Liverpool, 3. 
They deal with the preservation and protec- 
tion of all types of structures, roofs, felt 
and metal, and the importance of efficient 
preparation before any maintenance or 
painting work takes place. 


BUYERS’ GUIDE 


A bound buyers’ guide to the range of 
heads and threads available on the market 
in 1955 has been issued by the British Bolt, 
Nut, Screw and Rivet Federation. It lists 
those associations involved in their manu- 
facture and distribution. Copies from the 
Joint Secretaries: Heathcote and Coleman, 
69, Harborne-road, Edgbaston, Birmingham 
15, or Peat Marwick, Mitchell and Co., 
Queens-square, Middlesbrough. 


CONCRETE VIBRATOR 


The specialist concrete division of Cable 
Covers, Ltd., St. Stephen’s House, Westmin- 
ster, SW1, are now marketing the CCL- 
Tremix concréte vibrator. This vibrator is 
of the electrically-powered immersion type, 
and weighs about 60 Ib. It has a vibration 
rate of frequency of 17,000 impulses per 
min., obtained by the centrifugal action (with 
a consequent reduction of moving parts) of 
a rotating impeller moving at 3,000 rpm. The 
poker is 13 in. in diameter, but a 24 in. head 
can be made available if required. A speci- 
ally designed lubrication system allows 12 
months’ operation before re-oiling is neces- 
sary. 


FIRE EXTINGUISHERS 


A pamphlet outlining the applications of 
their non-chemical fire extinguishers may be 
obtained from Nu-Swift, Ltd., Elland, 
Yorks. It describes and illustrates various 
fires which might have been averted with 
the application of their extinguishers. 


ELECTRIC FENCE TESTER 

A pocket-sized shock tester to enable the 
user to accurately check the intensity of an 
electric fence line, has been produced by the 
Wolseley Sheep Shearing Machine Co., Ltd., 
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Electric-avenue, Witton, Birmingham, 6. 
This tester consists of a plastic cylinder with 
an adjustable wheel and hook mounted at 
one end and at the other end a flexible cable 
leading to an earth spike. The reading on 
the wheel will indicate the condition of the 
line insulation. An additional feature enables 
the operator to use the instrument to short 
the fence out and thus effect any adjustments 
without switching off. 


ELECTRIC HOISTS 


All models in the range of “ Wizard” 
electric hoists marketed by the Yale and 
Towne Manufacturing Co., Wednesfield, 
Wolverhampton, Staffs, in capacities up to 
one ton will now be available with either 
a three-phase motor or a single phase 
(capacitor start) motor. All standard supply 
voltages and frequencies are catered for. 


REDUCED LIGHTING COSTS 


A study made by Crompton Parkinson, 
Ltd., Crompton House, Aldwych, WC2, of 
the cost of industrial fluorescent lighting 
over the years 1949 to 1954, has indicated 
that provided conditions allow maximum 
value to be obtained from the latest types 
of equipment, a modern installation should 
cost considerably less than an installation 
which had equivalent lighting value in 1949. 


SWEDISH EXCAVATOR 


Sole concessionaire’s rights in the British 
Isles for the Swedish ABS U25 Universal 
Excavator have been granted to Ernest Doe 
and Sons, Ltd.,-Ulting, Maldon, Essex, who 
will market it under the trade name of 
the “ Domobile Universal Excavator.” This 
truck excavator is powered by a 40 hp diesel 
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engine, and fitted with a hydraulic-powered 
turntable with a 270 degrees swing. 


AIRING RAIL ATTACHMENT 


A polished chrome towel and airing rail 
attachment for Hurseal’s oil-filled electric 
safety column radiator is now on the market, 
It is suitable for airing delicate fabrics and 
for 


nursery clothes, clothes cannot be 








scorched on this attachment. The attach- 
ment bolts on to the radiator, overhanging 
it at each end and at the sides. The purpose 
of the polished chrome is to provide a 
smooth surface which will not catch or dam- 
age clothes. 


OIL BURNERS 


Following an agreement with Tedd Oil 
Burners, Ltd., of London, Bennis Combus- 
tion, Ltd., Little Hulton, Walkden, Man- 
chester, are now able to execute complete 
oil burning installations for shell type and 
water-tube boilers. 


LONDON AIRPORT 


In connection with the recently completed 
new buildings at London Airport (illustrated 
in our issue of April 29), we have been 
informed by RIW Protective Products Co., 
Ltd., of Croydon, Surrey, that their RIW 
liquid asphaltic composition was used ex- 
tensively on this scheme. It was employed 
as the permanent vertical waterproof mem- 
brane to the superstructure of the central 
control building, passenger handling build- 
ing and the Eastern Apex Building prior to 
the erection of the exterior cladding. 


EXTENDED RANGE 


The plastic emulsion coating, “ Pammas- 
tic,” is now being produced by Blundell, 
Spence and Co., Ltd., in black and “ Oriental 
Blue,” as well as “ Pammatt,” the flat enamel, 
and “ Pammelette,” the eggshell enamel. 


PERSONAL COLUMN 


Mr. A. E. Porter, sales director of Expandite, 
Ltd., Chase-road, NWI10, has left for an extensive 
tour overseas which will include a visit to the South 
African subsidiary company—Expandite (S.A.) (Pty.) 
Ltd., Johannesburg, and will cover Rhodesia, Turkey 
and other countries in the Middle East. 
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OVERSEAS BUILDING 


[From Our Own Correspondents} 


AUSTRALIA.—A spinning plant is to be 
built near Melbourne, Victoria, by British 
Nylon Spinners, of Pontypool, Monmouth- 
shire. About £3m. will be spent on the 
venture. It will be built on a 92-acre site 
and is to be ready for production in two 
years’ time. General Industries, Ltd., of 
Sydney, is joining with a large American 
company to form a subsidiary to make 
radios and television receivers for which a 
new plant will be built at Bankstown, one 
of the suburbs of the city. 


PERSIA.—A contract has been signed 
with a German firm (Demag Krupp) for the 
preparation of a project for the creation of 
an iron and steel works at Chamsabad in 
Persia. The project, which is to be scrutin- 
ised by a firm of consulting engineers, will 
later be put out to international tender... . 
A Danish firm (Kampsa) has been appointed 
as consulting engineers for the improvement 
of the ports of Khorramshahr and Bandar 
Shahpur. Negotiations are proceeding for 
the appointment of another firm of consult- 
ing, engineers for the remaining ports of 
the Persian Gulf. 

The framework for handling development 
projects in the future is now beginning ta 
take shape. On the technical side the Seven 
Year Plan Organisation is to be strengthened 
by the adjunction of a small number of 
foreign engineers who are to be recruited 
through the intermediary of the International 
Bank. These engineers will form an integral 
part of the Plan organisation. They will 
help to draw up broad plans and to scrutin- 
ise any projects that may be submitted to 
the Plan Organisation. 

Detailed studies will be left to firms ot 
consulting engineers which the plan organisa- 
tion will appoint with the advice of the 
International Bank. These firms of consult- 
ing engineers will also be responsible for 
the issue of international calls for tender 
and the superwision of the subsequent work. 
Consulting engineers may be appointed 
either for a single project, if it is sufficiently 
large, or to handle a group of projects, e.z., 
a number of irrigation schemes, or all muni- 
cipal projects within a certain area. 


TANGANYIKA, — Survey and design 
work is now in hand for a scheme to bring 
a domestic water supply from the Ruvu 
River to Dar-es-Salaam in Tanganyika. The 
scheme is being designed to supply 3,250,000 
galls. a day in the first stage and will be 
developed in stages as the demand for water 
rises. It is expected that the first stage of the 
scheme will be in the region of £14m. 
Tenders for pipes, pumps and treatment 
plant from the UK are now under considera- 
tion. The scheme will involve the laying of 
45 miles of steel pipe and is scheduled for 
completion in 1957, 

In Dar-es-Salaam the main avenue 
between Smuts-street and Railway-street is 
to be reconstructed. Works will include the 
laying of kerbs, construction of footpaths, 
parking lay-bys and carriageways. Road 
drainage works are included with the recon- 
struction of certain existing sewers. 

The Dar-es-Salaam Municipal Council 
has decided to give priority to street lighting 
in the town’s commercial area in its pro- 
gramme for the development of traffic, fire 
and lighting services over the next three 
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years. Nearly £105,000 allocated for capital 
works under the new plan is likely to be 
spert on roads, storm-water drainage and 
street lighting. Other items include sewerage 
work and a new abattoir. 


VENEZUELA .—The Venezuelan Govern- 
ment’s public works programme for 1955-57 
has now been published. There are several 
schemes in the programme which should 
offer substantial opportunities for United 
Kingdom industry. Full details about the 
individual schemes are obtainable from the 
Venezuelan Government Works Department 
or through the British Embassy in that coun- 
try. 

One plan called the Special Plan includes 
14 large blocks of flats comprising 2,100 
and 544 housing units respectively in 
Caracas; four blocks comprising 590 hous- 
ing units in La Guaira and the first section 
of the cable-car system to El Avila. Under 
what is termed the National Building Plan 
school compounds are to be built in Alta- 
gracia de Orituco, Chacao and Rio Caribe 
for 1,000 students each. A General Hos- 
pital is to be built at Porlamar, a TB Hos- 
pital at Barbula, a Health Centre in El 
Tigre, and medical units in Puerto Cabello, 
San Felipe and San Fernando de Apure. 
Hotels are to be constructed in Coro and 
Porlarmar. 

For the National Plan of Telecommunica- 
tions, telephone exchanges are to be built at 
La Florida and Caracas as well as Carupano, 
Cumana, Merida and Porlamar; first stage 
of the network of long-distance radio- 
telegraph and radio-telephone exchanges 
with the buildings of exchanges are to be 
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erected in Arrecifes and Puerto La Cruz. 
Later telephone exchanges are to de 
installed at Barquisimeto, Ciudad Bolivar, 
El Valle, Maiquetia, Maracay, Maturin, 
Puerto Cabello and Valencia. 


Buildings for the Army include cavalry 
barracks in San Juan de los Morros, and a 
National Guard School for the training of 
officers which will be built in Caracas. In 
1957 building schemes include a steelworks 
for the production of 120,000 tons of manu- 
factured goods, and of the Caroni hydro- 
electric plant which will utilise the waters 
of the river for the production of power. 
A beginning is also to be made of the 
Puerto - Cabello - Barquisimeto railroad. 
Power stations are also to be built at Puerto 
Cabello, Puerto’ La Cruz and the State of 
Tachira. To further tourism, hotels are to 
be constructed on the shoreline of the 
Federal District, Calabozo, Puerto La Cruz, 
Caroni Region and Gran Sabana. A new 
horse-racing track is to be built in Caracas. 

Medical buildings to be built in 1957 
include the general hospital] at Valera, the 
finishing of the psychiatric colony of Bar- 
bula, and medical units in Barquisimeto, 
Ciudad Bolivar and Maracaibo. University 
buildings also come into the scheme and 
include main buildings for the Caracas 
University City, a physics laboratory, church, 
and building of civil and petroleum engineer- 
ing colleges for the University of Zulia. 


BRIDGES IN CANADA 


* Export Services Branch, Board of Trade, 
have been informed of the following forth- 
coming call for tenders for bridges to be 
issued in British Columbia, Canada :— 

Okanagan Lake: It has been announced 
that, on or before July 15, the Bridge and 
Highway Toll Authority, Vancouver, BC, 
will issue a call for tenders for a two-lane 
suspension bridge across the Okanagan Lake 
from Kelowna to Westside, having two 13- 
ft. traffic lanes and two 5-ft. sidewalks. The 
overall length will,be approximately 14 miles 
with two approaches of 642 ft. and a centre 
span of 1,604 ft. giving a maximum height 
of 50 ft. above the lake. The work is to 
be completed in 1957 and it is estimated 
that the cost of the bridge will be approxi- 
mately $8m. The consulting engineers are 
Messrs. Swan and Partners, Vancouver. 

Second Narrows: A second invitation is to 
be issued in July by the Bridge and High- 
way Toll Authority for a bridge across the 
Second Narrows on Burrard Inlet, Van- 
couver. This will be a six-lane deck-type 
cantilever structure having a centre span of 
1,000 ft. The estimated cost of the bridge 
is $12m. 

Fraser and Salmon Rivers: It is under- 
stood that the Pacific Great Eastern Rail- 
way may be issuing invitations for two ° 
bridges, one over the Fraser River just north 
of Prince George and the second over the 
Salmon River 15 miles north of Prince’ 
George. 

No further details concerning any cf 
these proposals are available, but copies 
of the documents, when issued, will be 
obtained for the account of any interested 
UK companies upon application to the 
Export Services Branch, BoT. 

Telephone inquiries to Chancery 4411, 
ext. 738 or 771, quoting ref.: ESB/10960/55. 


* From the Board of Trade Special Register In- 
formation Service. 
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PREFABRICATED BUILDINGS 
Opportunities in Salvador 
[From Our Own Correspondent] 


A GOOD MARKET is opening up in Salvador 
for imported prefabricated buildings. There 
are no import restrictions. Neither is there 
any local production. A number of pre- 
fabricated buildings were imported in 1954, 
but the demand has by no means been 
satisfied. As far as industry is concerned, 
buildings can be imported duty free as long 
as they are for new enterprises. 


Considerable building is in progress in 
Salvador. Few statistics are available, but, 
according to the Department of Statistics, 
345 buildings were put up in San Salvador 
City in 1953 with an overall measurement 
of 92,000 sq. metres at a cost of nearly 
£2m. These figures do not include build- 
ings put up in adjacent suburban districts 
nor for houses built by the Institute of 
Urban Housing, an official organisation 
charged with building housing for lower 
wage-earning groups. 


It is known that prefabricated buildings 
are being imported from Belgium, and a 
number of these buildings were erected on 
San Salvador airport during the early part 
of this year. Most of the potential demand 
lies with two government departments, the 
Public Works Department and the Institute 
of Urban and Rural Housing, but the 
Ministries of Health and Education also 
have considerable building programmes. 
In addition, there are buildings required by 
industrial enterprises, factories, warehouses, 
garages, and by private persons needing 
homes. There are two main building socie- 
ties—Inversiones Comerciales, SA Calle 
Arce, 35, San Salvador, El Salvador and 
La Constructor, SA, 3a, Calle Oriente 13, 
San Salvador, El Salvador. 


As far as design is concerned, prefabri-. 
cated building firms are asked to bear in 
mind that the climate is hot and humid 
and that termites are prevalent. A patio 
is an important feature to include when 
designing for this market. There are com- 
petent builders in the country, but they have 
not much experience yet in prefabricated 
structures. According to investigators con- 
nected with the British Embassy in the 
country, the market for prefabricated build- 
ings is potentially good because much 
building of many different kinds is in pro- 
gress, but the prefabricated structure has 
to be popularised. 


The cost of the buildings (not prefabri- 
cated) now being put up naturally varies 
enormously, but the following figures for 


the current average cost of several types | 


have been obtained from the Institute of 
Urban Housing: Hospitals, nearly £3 a 
sq. ft.; schools, just over £2 a sq. ft.; indus- 
‘ trial buildings, about 30s. a sq. ft.; working- 
class homes, just over £1 a sq. ft. 


It has been strongly recommended by 
British trade experts in Salvador that a 
specimen structure, whether a domestic 
residence or a public building, would attract 
much attention and would be a profitable 
advertisement. Points of advantage which 
prefabricated buildings are said to have over 
more conventional forms of building 
include greater resistance to earth tremors 
and resistance to the ravages of insects. 
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Glasgow Building Display 
YW HAT is claimed to be the largest dis- 

play of modern mechanical aids ir 
building ever held in Scotland was formally 
opened on June 8 at Queenslie Industrial 
Estate, adjoining the main Glasgow-Edin- 
burgh road some 34 miles from the centre 
of Glasgow. 

Over an area of 150,000 sq. ft. there 
have been set out almost 100 different types 
of up-to-date building equipment, besides 
a wide variety of powered and portable 
hand tools; and a further 50,000 sa. ft. of 
rough ground has been set aside for demon- 
stration purposes. 

Sponsored by the Ministry of Works in 
collaboration with the plant manufacturers. 
the exhibition has been designed to show 
building authorities and all engaged in the 
building and civil engineering industries the 
wide range of modern machines, equipment 
and powered tools now available. Some are 
particularly suited to builders engaged on 
small housing contracts. 


April Housing Figures 

THE NUMBER of new houses completed in 
Scotland in April was 2,278, bringing the 
total of completions since the war ended 
to 241,236. 

These figures are given in the monthly 
housing return issued by the Department of 
Health for Scotland and the Ministry of 
Housing and Local Government and pub- 
lished on June 9 by HM Stationery Office, 
price 2d. 

By April 30, completions for the year 
totalled 10,420. The monthly total of 2,278 
compares with 2,873 last year and with 
3,079 in 1953. Of April’s 2,278 new per- 
manent houses, 2,128 were built by local 
authorities and the Scottish Special Housing 
Association. 


Glasgow’s Overspill Problem 
GLasGow’s overspill problem may be 
relieved to some extent by the expansion 
of existing communities in towns and vil- 
lages in the counties round the city. Places 
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SCOTTISH BUILDING 
TRADE WAGES 


LLOWING are rates of wages 

authorised by the Scottish National 
Joint Council as from April 18, 1955, 
They apply to the whole of Scotland, 
including the islands of Orkney, 
Shetland, etc. 
Grade A: Craftsmen, 4s.; Labourers, 3s. 5id. 
For apprentices, the rates are: 


Percentage of For week of 
Year. Craftsman’s rate. 44 or @ 
s ¢& 
Ist - ‘6 <s ae 44 0 
2nd a oh < aoe 58 8 
3rd a ae conten 88 0 
4th oa ve -. 664 117 4 
5th 75 132 0 


For female labour, the rates are: 


Operatives on craft operations si end of s. d. 
probationary period) or a 
Operatives on labouring onions (at 
end of probationary period) ate 2 











in Lanarkshire, Renfrewshire and Ayrshire 
are to be inspected. 

At a meeting at Glasgow on June 7 of 
the Clyde Valley Planning Advisory Com- 
mittee, it was stated that the scope of the 
inquiries had now been extended to embrace 
Stirlingshire, including the town of Stirling 
itself. 

The committee agreed to a suggestion by 
the Secretary of State for Scotland that they 
should consider the expansion of such 
communities, and prepare a phased pro- 
gramme to deal with Glasgow’s immediate: 
overspill requirements. 


NEW BUILDINGS 

Bo’ness.—Plans have been approved for 100 houses. 
to be erected at selected sites. Architect, J. Austen 
Bent (A), 15, Palmerston-p!., Westend, Edinburgh. 

Dunbartonshire.—Plans are to be prepared for a 
home for the aged at Dunkenny-rd. Architect, Archi- 
bald G. Jury (F), Housing Offices, Glasgow Cross, 
The Trongate, Glasgow. 

Falkirk.—Plans have been approved for extensions 
and alterations (estimated cost, £12,000) at the Stirling- 
shire Works at Grahamston for the Grahamston Iron 
Co., Ltd., Ironfounders, Falkirk. 

Forfarshire.—Plans have been approved for the 
University of St. Andrews, and the Dundee Council, 
for the demolishment of Dundee College buildings at 
the Small Wynd, and the erection of new buildings. 
as an extension to the Dundee College. Architects, 
Robert H. Matthew (A) and Keith Marischal, Humbie, 
East Lothian. 

Glasgow.—Corporation has approved of sketch 
plans for a new community centre at Pollock. these 
being by the Architectural and Planning Department, 
Municipal Offices, Glasgow. 

Glasgow.—Plans are to be prepared for Protestant 
primary school at a site at Garthamlock (probably 
Barnaway-st.). Architect, John Macnab (F), Educa- 
tion Architectural Offices, Bath-st., Glasgow. 

Glasgow.—Plans have been approved for KLM 
properties, Ltd., 96, Renfield-st., for alterations and 
additions at Maryhill-rd. Architects, Will B. Wright 
& Kirkwood (F&A), 9, Woodside-pl., Charing Cross. 
Glasgow. 

Glasgow.—Plans have been prepared for Edward 
Macbean & Co., Ltd., for additions and alterations at 
The Wellington Mills, Mary-st., Port Dundas. Archi- 
tcet, Archibald Hyslop (Campbell & Hyslop) (F&F), 
United Kingdom Provident Institution Buildings, St. 
Vincent-st., Glasgow. 

Glasgow. :—Corporation is considering plans for new 
petrol station, garages and offices, and other addi- 
tions at the Victoria-rd.-gdns. North “—. Mitra-st., 
Dowanhill. Architect, M. R. R. Jones, , Monks- 
bridge-ave., Knightsbridge, Glasgow. 

Glasgow.—Plans have been approved for J. A. 
Macara & Co., Ltd., for alterations and additions at 


Cavendish-st.,- Eglinton Toll. Architects, Robert J. 
Walker & Smith (F&A), 180, West Regent-st., Blyths- 
wood, Glasgow. 


Glasgow.—Plans are to be prepared for new Gar- 
thamlock special school at Coxton-st. Architect, John 
Macnab (F), Education Architectural Offices, Bath-st., 
Glasgow. 

Kilmarnock.—Plans have been approved for the 
Saxone Shoe Co., Ltd., Titchfield-st., for new build- 
ings at Mill-st. and additions to their factory and 
offices. Architects, James Steel & May (F), 11, West 
Stewart-st., Kilmarnock. 

arkhall.—Lanarkshire CC has had plans approved 
for poo Protestant primary school at Craigbank site. 
County Architect, William G. Watt (F), Council) 
Offices, Albert-st., Motherwell-Wishaw: 
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Full details of Public Appointments open will be 
found in the Advertisement pages of this and 
previous issues. 


CONTRACTS OPEN 


_ For some contracts still open but not included in 
this list see previous issues. Those with an asterisk 
are advertised in this number. The dates at the heads 
of paragraphs are those for the submission of tenders; 
a dagger (T) denotes closing date for applications; the 
name and address at the end refer to the person from 
whom particulars may be obtained. 


BUILDING 


JUNE 14. 

*tMiddlesbrough Little Theatre.—Erection of pro- 
posed new theatre. Elder and De Pierro, F & 
ARIBA, 80, Wimpole-st., London, WI. 

JUNE 20. 

*t{Durham CC.—Erection of Family Group Home 
at Woodhouse-cl. estate, Bishop Auckland, and 
Watergate estate, Crook. County A, Court-la. 


JUNE 21. 

*tBirmingham City C.—Eight shops and 5 flats at 
Wood-la., Bartley Green. Contract 536. City A, 
Civic Centre. Dep. £2 2s. Tenders by July 20. 

*tOxford TC.—(a) 30 flats at Wood Farm estate; 
(b) 24 flats at Minchery Farm estate; (c) block of 10 
shops and two-storey maisonettes over at Northway 
estate with lock-up garages; (d) 6 houses at Wood 
Farm estate; (e) 4 pairs of houses at Town Furze 


estate; (f) community centre at Rose Hill. City A 
and Planning Officer, Town Hall. 
*tSmethwick CBC.—Clinic at Holly-la. BS&E 


Council House. Dep. £2 2s. Tenders by July 14. ' 


JUNE 24. 

*tWest Riding of Yorks.—Al! trades repairs to 
junior boys’, junior girls’ and infants’ conveniences at 
Stainforth Junction-rd. Sch. Divisional A, Bishop- 
garth, Westfield-rd., Wakefield. Dep. £2 2s. 


JUNE 27. 
*Chelmsford BC.—Sports pavilion at Coronation 


Park. BE, Municipal Offices. Dep. £2 2s. 
*tCoventry TC.—Seven two-storey shops with 
arcade in Central Area. City A, Bull-yard. Dep. 


£3 3s. 

*+Essex Court of Quarter Sessions and Essex CC.— 
Police station and court house at Harlow New Town. 
County A, County Hall. ‘ 

*Prestwich TC.—Ten brick garages at Carr Clough 
estate and 13 at Simister estate. BE, Town Hall. 
Dep. £3 3s. 

*{Suffolk and Ipswich Fire Authority.—Erection of 
fire station at Elmswell. E. J. Symcox, FRIBA, 
County Hall, Ipswich. Dep. £2 2s. 
July 12. 

*tWest Ham CBC.—Erection: of 15 flats and 10 
maisonettes at Stratford-rd. Contract 222. Boro’ 
A and Planning Officer, 70, West Ham-la., E15. Dep. 


Tenders by 





£2 2s. 
*tWest Sussex CC.—Central library, North-st., 
Horsham. County A, Chichester. 


JUNE 28. 

*+tBeds CC.—(a) Conversion of existing garage block 
into lecture room at County Police Headquarters, 
Bedford; (b) erection of Occupation Centre at Kemp- 
ston. County A, Shire Hall. 

*Glasgow Corpn.—Erection of two double and four 
single shops and eight maisonettes at Kyleakin-rd., 
Arden. Architectural and Planning Dept., 20, Tron- 
gate. 

*+tGreenwich BC.—Construction of Turkish baths, 
vapour baths, shampooing and shower rooms and 
waiting hall at the war-damaged former Ladies’ 
Swimming Bath Hall at Greenwich Public Baths, 
‘Trafalgar-rd. BE&S. 

*+Hampstead BC.—17 flats at Fortune Green-rd., 
NW6. TC. . 
NE 30. 


JU 
*+Cornwall CC.—Erection of County Sec. Sch. at 
Fowey. County A, County Hall, Truro. Dep. £5 5s. 
‘Tender by July 25. 
*Wem RDC.—Two bungalows at Stanton, 4 houses 
aat Grinshill and 6 at Hadnall. Hind & Brown 
4L&A), District Bank-chbrs., Hanley, Stoke-on-Trent. 


Dep. £2 2s. 
JULY 1. 


*tNorthampton CBC.—Boiler house, foundations 
and finishings to prefabricated gymnasium block and 
finishings to prefabricated classroom block at Barry 
Sec. Mod. Sch. H. A. Skerrett, Chief Ed. Officer, 
oe Cliftonville, Northampton. Dep. 


*+Wandsworth MBC.—30 flats on three sites. R. H. 
Jerman, TC. 
ULY 2. 


J 
*Chigwell UDC.—Public conveniences at (a) Church 
Hill, Loughton; (b) Chigwell-row recreation ground. 
E. & S., Council Offices, Loughton, Essex. Dep. 
£3 3s. each. 


JULY 4. 
‘Brighton CBC.—Two additional classrooms at 
a Prim. Sch. BE&S, 26-30, King’s-rd. Dep. 


Vincoln (Kesteven) CC.—3 pairs of police houses, 
‘n-av., Grantham. County A., Sleaford. 


*Luton BC.—Block of 4 shops with flats over at 


Yeovil-rd., Ashcroft-rd. estate. BE, Town Hall. 


Dep. £2 2s. 
Wood Green BC.—Public conveniences in Town 
Hall Park, High-rd. BE&S. Dep. £1 1s. 


JULY 5. 
*Southport CBC.—Conversion of 69, Albert-rd. into 
5 flats. Boro’ A and Town Planning Officer’s Dept., 
99-105, Lord-st. Dep. £1 Is. 
*St. Helens CBC.—Alterations and additions at No. 
2, Kingsley-rd. and erection of house for senior 
police officer. BE, Town Hall. Dep. £2 2s. 


JULY 6. 
*Barrow-in-Furness CBC.—Superstructure to pump 
well of storm water pumping station, Frederick-st. 
BE&S, Town Hall. Dep. £2 2s. 


JULY i1. 
*Dartford BC.—49 dwellings at Temple Hill Neigh- 
bourhood Unit. TC, Council Offices. Dep. £2 2s. 


JULY 12. 
*Flintshire CC.—Erection of primary sch. at Sandy- 


croft. County A, Llwynegrin, Mold. Dep. £3 3s. 
*Flintshire CC.—Erection of sec. mod.: sch. at 
Penley. County A, Llwynegrin, Mold. Dep. £3 3s. 


JULY 13 
*Newmarket UDC.—10 flats, Valley-way. 
Lees, architect, Council Offices. Dep. £2 2s. 


JULY 18. 

*Chippenham TC.—14 two-storey flats at Westcroft 
site. &WE, 10, Market-pl. Dep. £2 2s. 
*Wallasey CBC.—{a) Erection of 2 blocks of con- 
veniences at Liscard-rd. (b) alterations and additions 
to sec. tech. sch. Boro’ A, Town Hall. Tenders for 
(a) by July 20 and (b) by July 18. 
_ *Walthamstow BC.—Offices, shops and flats, etc., 
a and Church Hill. Boro’ A, E&S. 

ep. S. 


ee EM 


’ JULY 20. 

*Wallasey CB.—(a) Erection of two blocks of con- 
veniences at Liscard-rd.; (b) alterations and additions 
to Sec. Tech. Sch. 

JULY 25. 

*Blackpool CBC.—Two 3-storey blocks of 6 flats at 

Red Bank-rd., Bispham. BS, PO Box 17, Municipal- 


bldgs. Dep. £2. 
*Cuckfield RDC.—Six lock-up garages and 4 
bungalows at Barn-cl., Pease-Pottage. E&S, Rural 


oo Offices, Boltro-rd., Haywards Heath. 
2 ae 


Dep. 
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¥ JULY 28. 
*Orpington UDC.—Single-storey office building, 
The Walnuts, Orpington High-st. E&S, 46, Bank- 
hart-rd. Dep. £2. 


PAINTING, ELECTRIC LIGHTING, 
MATERIALS, ETC. 


JUNE 23. 

*Ealing TC.—Replacement of heating mains and 
radiators at St. Ann’s Sec. Mod. Girls’ Sch. BE&S, 
Town Hall. Dep. £2. 

JULY 4. 

*Uxbridge BC,—External painting of 120 houses at 

Harefield. BS, 263, High-st. Dep. £2 2s. 
JULY 5. 

*Southport CBC.—External painting of houses at 
various estates. Boro’ A & Town Planning Officer’s 
Dept., 99-105, Lord-st. Dep. £1 Is. 

JULY 27. 

*Deptford MBC.—Internal decoration works to (a) 

oe housing properties; (6) ERM _  bungalews. 


ROADS, SEWERAGE AND 
WATER WORKS 


JULY 1. 

*tHayes and Harlington UDC.—Roads and sewers, 
etc., at proposed municipal caravan site. E&S, 
Town Hall. 

JULY 4. 


Gipping RDC.—Sewage disposal works at Haughley, 

contract No. 1. Lemon & Blizard, consulting E, 

59, Tufton-st., Westminster, SW1. Dep. £3 3s. 
JULY 6. 

Ballymoney RDC.—Construction and maintenance 
of r.c. reservoir of 200, galls. capacity and the 
substructure and superstructure of a micro strainer 
house, etc. Waterhouse & Roundthwaite, consulting 
engineers, 58, Howard-st., Belfast. Dep. £5 5s. 

Calne and Chippenham RDC.—Roads, sewers and 
water mains for estate of 30 houses at Priory-st., 
Corsham. Council’s E. Dep. £2 2s. 

JULY 8. 

Beds CC.—Demolition of existing Barford Brook 
bridge on A.428 and construction of concrete bridge 
and approach works. County S, Bedford. Dep. £2. 

Frome RDC.—Laying about 11,700 lin. yds. of 
asbestos cement water mains and construction of Fy 


r.c. reservoir of 60,000 galls. capacity. A. H. 
Waters & Ptnrs., 25, Temple-rd., Birmingham, 
engineers. Dep. £5 5s. 

JULY 11. 


East Devon WB.—Construction of two r.c. reser- 
voirs, each of 280,000 galls. capacity, and ancillary 
consulting engineers, 3, 


works. Rofe & Raffety, 
Victoria-st., SW1. Dep. £2 2s. 
JULY 16. 


Salford City C.—Site works at Islington-st. flats. 
City E. Dep. £2 2s. 

JULY 18. 

Haverfordwest BC.—Construction of a r.c. reser- 
voir ‘of about 450,000 galls. capacity and laying of 
three miles of spun-iron water main. John Ingham 
& Sons, Artillery House, Artillery-row, S.W.1, con- 
sulting engineers. Dep. £5. 


GENERAL BUILDING WORK 
(LONDON) 


Chiswick.—ScHooL REBUILDING.—Middx CC are 
recommended to approve the final instalment _of 
extensions and war damage repairs at the Chiswick 
County Grammar Schools for boys and girls at a 
total. estimated cost of £84,085, and tenders are to 
be invited. 

Finchley.—ScHooL REBUILDING.—Middx Ed. Com. 
have approved proposals submitted by the managers 
for the rebuilding of St. Mary’s CE School following 
war damage, at a cost of £6,460. : 

Finchley.—ScHooL ADDITIONS.—Recommendations 
have been made that Middx CC authorise the 
Finchley Divisional Executive to arrange for the 
erection on the site of the Tudor Primary school 
of a kitchen and dining-hall at an estimated cost 
of £18,168. ; 

Hayes.—ScHooL EXxTENSIONS.—The erection of the 
first instalment of extensions to Botwell RC School, 
Hayes and Harlington, namely, four classrooms 
and sanitary and washing accommodation, at an 
approximate cost of £20,000, has been approved bv 
Middx Ed. Com. The proposals were submitted by 
the school managers. 

Hendon.—ScHoo. Extensions.—Middx Ed. Com. 
is to ask M of E to approve a scheme of extension 
to Hendon County Grammar School being under- 
taken as a single contract as part of the major 
building programme. It includes the erection of a 
kitchen and dining-hall, additional science labora- 
tories, workshops and hall, at an estimated cost of 

Lewisham.-—REDEVELOPMENT.—The acquisition for 
housing purposes of a site about 9 acres in extent 
at the junction of Lewisham-rd. and Morden-hill 
has been recommended by LCC Hsg. Com. The 
estimated cost of acquiring, clearing and partly 
redeveloping the site is £114,000. ; 

Wandsworth.—ScuHoo_.—Proposals for the erection 
of a county primary school at King’s-ave. at an 
estimated cost of £120,470 have been recommended 
for approval by LCC Ed. Com. 

Wandsworth.—Si— AcquisiTion.—LCC Hsg. Com. 
recommended the acquisition for housing purposes of 
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a site in Wandsworth adjoining one of the LCC’s 
housing estates. At least 36 dwellings can be erected 
on the land, and the estimated cost of acquiring, 
clearing and partly redeveloping the site is £24,500. 
Westminster.—CoL_LeGe EXxTEensions.—LCC_ Ed. 
Com. propose to adapt accommodation at Francis 
House, Francis-st., to provide five new classrooms, 
two laboratories, a larger library and a staff common 
room for the Westminster College of Commerce. 


(PROVINCIAL) 


Altrincham.—TC approved layout for 
persons’ dwellings at Broomwood Estate. 

Birkenhead.—BC approved plans; 5 houses and 
4 houses with shops at Bebington-rd. for Richard 
Davies, Son & Escolme. 

Birmingham.—Managers of Northfield C of E Sch. 
propose new Jun. and Inf. Schools at Northfield.— 
Reg. Hosp. Board approved in principle alterations 
and extensions to provide thoracic surgery at Cheshire 
Joint Sanatorium, Market Drayton, £50,000 est.; 
detached block for mental patients at Hughcroft Hall 
Hosp., £62,000 est. Also approved following as 
capital programme proposals: Outpatients’ depart- 
ment and casualty department at .Corbett Hosp., 
Stourbridge, £250,000 est.; ‘‘D”’ block and twin 
operating theatres at Selly Oak, Birmingham, 
£165,000 est.; improvements and four operating 
theatres with ancillary rooms at Royal Hosp., Wolver- 
hampton, £95,000 est.; operating suite at Manor 
Hosp., Walsall, £50,000 est.; renewal of engineer- 
ing services at Andressey, Burton-on-Trent, £80,000 
est.; extensions to kitchen and dining rooms at St. 
Chads, Birmingham, £15,000 est.; erection of new 
centre block at Summerfield Hosp., Birmingham, 
£43,800 est.; outpatients’ department and admission 
unit at Hollymoor and Rubery Hill Hosp., Birming- 
ham, £100,000 est.; Phase I of new general hosp. at 
Stafford, £150,000 est.; maternity unit at Copthorne, 
Shrewsbury, £20,000 est.; nurses’ home at Shelton 
Hosp., Shrewsbury, £60,000 est.; diagnostic and 
treatment unit at All Saints Hosp., Birmingham, 
£80,000 est.; staff accommodation at Powick Hosp., 
Worcester, £30,000 est.; sanitary annexes at High- 
croft Hall, Birmingham. £60,000 est.; blood trans- 
fusion headquarters and hosp. board offices at 
Birmingham. £300,000 est.; extensions to operating 
theatre and installation of heating at Yardley Green 
Hosp., Birmingham, £11,000 est. 

Bilackburn.—Governors of Queen Elizabeth Gram- 
mar Sch. propose erection of new science wing, 
assembly hall and improvements to playing fields, 
£60.000 est. 

Blackpool.—Plans submitted to BC: 6 houses and 
garages at Bromsgrove-rd. for Wilkinson Bros., 120, 
Lytham-rd.; 12 houses with garages at St. Wal- 
burgas-rd. for J. Gregson & Sons, 3, Newhouse-rd.; 
78 houses and 68 garages at Warren-dr., and Wingate- 
ave. for R. Fielding & Son (Builders), Ltd.; 10 
houses at Orchard-ave. for John Halstead, Ltd., 1/21, 
Highfield-rd. 

Broughton (Lancs).—Parochial Church C propose 
erection of new Church Hall in Black Bull-la., 
£16,000 est. 

Bury.—TC approved plans for new office accom- 
modation and workshop at Limefield Brow for James 
E. Turner, Ltd. 

Buxton.-——Plans submitted to BC: 22 houses at 
Kirkstone-rd. off Burlow-ave.. Harpur Hill for T. F. 
Bentley.—TC to appoint private A to prepare plans 
for alterations to office accommodation at Town Hall. 

Caernarvon.—TC to negotiate with Gregory Hous- 
ing, Ltd., Worthing, Sussex, for erection of 32 
dwellings. 

Chapel-in-le-Frith.— Derby. EC propose commenc- 
ing work on final instalment of new Sec. Mod. Sch. 
at end of July. 

Cumberland.—CC received approval for erection 
of police stations at Cleator Moor and Frizington. 

Cumberland.—CC to place contract for erection of 
primary school at Thursby. County A, J. H. 
Haughan, Portland-sq., Carlisle. 

Darlington.—Hsg. Com. approved erection of 40 
more houses. Plans by Boro’ A, E. Tornbohm.— 
Ed. Com. having plans prepared by Boro’ A, E. 
Tornbohm, for further and larger instalments of 
new technical college. 

Denbighshire.—CC to prepare scheme for erection 
of a new Fire Station at Cerrig-y-Druidon. 

Derby.—Strettons Derby Brewery Co.. Ltd., to 
erect licensed premises to be known as ‘‘ The Bea- 
con ’’ at Breadsall. 

Derbyshire.—EC approved following estimates for 
new schools to be erected next year:—Ashbourne Co. 
Jun., £40,700; Ilkeston Kirk Hallam Co. Jun., 
£57,000; completion of Dronfield Sec., £38,400; ex- 
tension at Ilkeston Bennerley, £53,000; erection of 
Chesterfield Whittington Sec.. £227,800; and Cres- 
well Whitwell Co. Sec.. £128,300. 

Darham.—City Health Com. to set up group medi- 
cal centres at Consett, Washington and Hebburn, cost 
about £17,000. Plans by County .A, Court-la. 

urham. 

Purham.—EC to erect sec. mod. sch. at North 
Lodge, Chester-le-Street. County A, G. R. Clayton, 
Court-la., Durham. 

Ebchester (Co. Durham).—Work expected to start 
soon on construction of Methodist Church. 

Hebburn (Co. Durham).—Gas Workers’ Club and 
British Legion Soc. Club applied to UDC regarding 
sites in Toner-ave., and south of railway for erec- 
tion of club premises. 

_ Jarrow (Co. Durham).—TC seek increased alloca- 
tion of houses to maintain work in Council’s direct 
labour organisation. H. W. T. Perkins, BE. 

Lancs.—CC approved in principle erection of 
clinic at Westvale Kirkby, £20,000 est. County A, 
G. Noel Hill, Preston. 
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Leeds.—TC seek Min. approval for further alloca- 
tion of 500 houses.—EC approved sketch plans for 
Seacroft Comprehensive 

Leicester.—RC Authors. propose sec. sch. at 
Gwendolen-rd. Architects, Bryan & Harding, 8, New- 
st., Leicester. 

Leigh.—Wigan and Leigh Hosp. Management 
Com. propose improvements to the X-ray depart- 
ment at Leigh Infirmary. 

Liverpool.—Reg. Hosp. Board appointed Morter 
and Dobie, 11, Rumford-st., Liverpool, 2, as A for 
new treatment block and staff canteen at Clewer 


osp. 

Liverpool.—Erection of new central club and head- 
quarters at James-st. for Mersey Mission to Seamen. 
—Threlfalls Brewery Co., Ltd., 21, Truman-st., Liver- 
pool, propose erection of new public house at Hale- 
rd., Speke. A, Medcalf & Medcalf, 3, Stanley-st., 
Liverpool. 

Manchester.—Reg. Hosp. Board approved follow- 
ing capital scheme:—Extensions and improvements to 
casualty department at Oldham Royal Infirmary: 
Approved in principle twin operating theatre units at 
Victoria Hosp., Blackburn, and provision of chest 
clinic accommodation at Blackburn Royal Infirmary. 
Seek Min. approval for erection of radiobiology 
research laboratories, refectory and chapel at 
Christie Hosp., Manchester.—TC approved plans: 
Two-storey office block and single-storey warehouses 
at Hazelbottom-rd., Crumpsall, for Tenants (Lancs.), 
Ltd. A, Francis Jones & Son, 178, Oxford-rd., 
Manchester; new baptistry at St. Aidans Church, 
Wythenshawe-rd., Northenden, for Rev. B. Lyons. 
A. Reynolds and Scott, 9, Albert-sq., Manchester.— 
W. Dale & Co., Chapel-st., Ancoats, propose exten- 
sions to chain-making works. A, A. L. Townend, 
55, Mottram-rd., Stalybridge.—The Esso Petroleum 
Co., Ltd., 77, Whitworth-st., Manchester, 1, pro- 
pose new sales office, store and sanitary accommoda- 
tion to petrol station at Great Jackson-st., Hulme. 
Plans by own A’s department.—CWS, Ltd., propose 
erection of aerated water distribution depot at 
Shentonfield-rd., Northenden. Plans by own A’s 
department, Balloon-st., Manchester.—Albert Locke 
(1940), Ltd., Higher-rd., Urmston, propose erection 
of 17 houses and garages at Patchcroft-rd., Holliney- 
rd. and Coleby-ave., Peel Hall, Wythenshawe. A, 
J. Price Nunn & Quysner, 180, Oxford-rd. 

Matlock.—Licensing justices approved plans for 
alterations to ‘‘ Jug and Glass ’’ Inn, Holloway, for 
J. B. Marsden-Smedley. : 

Meriden.—RDC to put in hand_ shortly housing 
scheme at Berkswell, Bickenhill, Coleshill, Corley, 
Chadwick End, Keresley, Meriden, Shustoke and 
Water Orton. i 

Middlesbrough.—_TC to commence work in Sep- 
tember on erection of 63 houses and 10 police 
houses on southern section of Pallister Park Estate. 
Contracts will be let shortly. BE, A. Kenyon, 
Municipal Buildings. : 

Morecambe.—EC propose extensions at Balmoral- 
rd. Sec. Sch., £41,000 est. o% 

Morpeth.—RDC to let contract for construction of 
six houses at Longhorsley. Plans by S, Dacre-st. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—City E, P. Parr, has been 
asked by Estate and Property Com. to submit more 
ambitious scheme for construction of bus station in 
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Scotswood-rd. City E had submitted plan est. to cost 
£30,000.—Funds being raised for proposed additions 
to Brunswick Methodist Church off rthumberland- 
st. A, William Stockdale, 73, Howard-st., North 
Shields. About £10,000 still to be raised to cover 
cost of work.—R. uns, Lambton House, Lamp- 
ton-rd., Newcastle, been appointed QS by EC for 
new Rutherford High Sch. y 

Newcastie-on-Tyne.—Carter Horsley, Ltd., St. 
Lawrence-rd., had own plans approved for factory 
and garage.—Reg. Hosp. Board approved plans for 
extensions to Ingham Infirmary, South Shields, cost 
£31,000. Plans by P. H. Knighton, ‘* Dunira,’’ 
Osborne-rd.—Marks and Spencer to make alterations 
and extensions to stores in Northumberland-st. A, 
Norman Jones, Son & Rigby, 271, Lord-st., South- 
port.—Building Com. approved plans by City A, G. 
Kenyon, for 28 flats and maisonettes at Slatyford.— 
British Engines, Ltd.. St. Lawrence-rd., had plans 
approved for extensions to their foundry. A, A. 
Bird, 6, Market-st.—Extensions to be built to Dame 
Allen School, Fowberry-cres. A. Cackett Burns 
Dick & McKellar, 21, Ellison-pl.—C. A. Parsons & 
Co., Ltd., engineers, Shields-rd., had plans by staff 
A approved for new maintenance engineers dept.— 
North Eastern Electricity Board, 80, Jesmond-rd., 
had plans approved for conversion of the Portland- 
ter, and Portland House, Newcastle, into offices. 

North Riding.—Territorial Association to build 
training centre at Brambles Farm with drill hall, 
workshops, houses and garages, cost £100,000. 

Northwich.—C. S. Stubbs, Stubbs Nursery, North- 
wich-rd., Weaverham, propose erection of private 
houses on 4$-acre site at Northwich-rd. Inquiry held. 

Nuneaton.—TC approved layout for 74 houses at 
Section 7 of Camp Hill estate. 

Ormskirk.—Cookson and Gibbs, 34, Derby-st., 
Ormskirk, A for a new mental block at Ormskirk 
County Hospital for the Liverpool Regional Hospital 
Board. 

Otley.—UDC approved plans: service garage at 
Leeds-rd., near Silver Mill-hill for L. W. Bradford; 
car showrooms at Cross Green for F. Wright. 

Penrith.—Cumberland and Westmorland Farmers, 
Ltd., propose erection of new warehouse behind 
Central Buildings, Corn Market. 

Peterlee (Co. Durham).—Pilans approved for pro- 
posed community centre at Eden Hill House for 
Peterlee Development Corp., Shotton Hall, Castle 
Eden. Chief A, W. J. Scott. 

Quernmore (Lanes).—Managers of C of E Sch. pro- 
pose extensions and alterations to premises. A, 
Harrison, Willis and Moore, 73, Church-st., Lan- 
caster. 

Rotherkam.—C of E Auths. propose new church 
centre on Manor estate, Salisbury-rd. A, G. G. 
Pace, ‘* Woodlea,’’ Skelton, York. 

South Shields.—TC to build 122 garages for letting 
to motor-car owners. Plans by BE, J. Reid.—Hsg. 
Com. to build 18 old people’s bungalows at Cauld- 
well. Plans by ‘BE, J. Reid. 

South Shields.—Newcastle-on-Tyne Hosp. Board, 
** Dunira,’’ Osborne-rd., Newcastle-on-Tyne, to com- 
mence work as soon as possible on proposed additions 
to Ingham Infirmary. First stage of work will in- 
clude X-ray department and almoners’ section; con- 
version of present X-ray department into pharmacy 
and pathological laboratory.—Carins and Byles, 8, 
Osborne-rd., Newcastle-on-Tyne, been appointed 
consulting E by EC for heating and electrical work 
for proposed Mortimer-rd. County Sec. Sch. 
Page, Son & Hill, 75, King-st.—Min. approved in 
principle TC’s £100,000 scheme for extending Town 
Hall and working drawings in preparation. BE, John 
Reid, Town Hall; QS, P. H. Owsnett, 76, Cleveland- 
rd., Sunderland.—Plans prepared by L. J. Couves 
and Ptnrs., Carliol House, Newcastle-on-Tyne, for 
new offices at Templetown for C. W. Taylor & Sons. 
—North-Eastern Electricity Board, Dunning-st., 
Sunderland, to reconstruct service centre in Fowler- 
st. and have prepared own plans. 

St. Helens.—YMCA propose extensions to premises 
at North-rd., £66,000 est. 

Stockport.—Re-organised Church of Jesus Christ 
and Latter Day Saints to erect single-storey church at 
junction of, Stratton-rd. and Beverley-rd., Woodbank. 


Stockton-on-Tees.—TC received approval for recon- 
struction of roads, cost £65,000. BS, J. Cowan.— 
Corp. approved scheme for building of 200 houses 
west of Fairfield-+rd—TC approved details and 
drawings of new transport depot in Beathouse-la., est. 
cost £250,000. Plans by Boro’ A. 

Stone.—RDC to invite tenders for 36 houses at 
Blythe Bridge and 30 flats at later date. 

Sunderland.—Vaux Assoc. Breweries, Ltd., to build 
PH at Castleside. Consett, Co. Durham. A, Eltring- 
ham & Lowes, Derwent-st., Blackhill, Consett. 

Tynemouth.—North-Eastern Trading Estates, Ltd., 
West Chirton, been approached by three firms wish- 
ing to obtain factory space on West Chirton trading 
estate. One firm requires area of 80 acres. 

Warrington.—National Spastics Society to adapt 
Daresbury Hall as society home and training centre. 
A, J. H. Cheetham, Palmyra-sq., Warrington. 


Warwickshire.—EC to include following in 1955/56 
programme subject to Ministry approval: Erection of 
2 classrooms and ancillary accommodation at Quinton 
Jun. and Inf., £11,000 est.; erection of 3 class- 
rooms at Sutton Coldfield Banners Gate Jun. and 
Inf., £11,000 est.; erection of 4 classrooms and 
ancillary accommodation at Sutton Coldfield Falcom 
Lodge Cty. Jun., £10,500 est.; erection of 1 class- 
room and ancillary accommodation at Sutton Cold- 
field Reddicap Heath Cty. Inf., £10,500 est. 

Winlaton (Co. Durham).—Northern General Trans- 
port Co., Ltd., Gateshead, to commence work soon 
on construction of new garage to accommodate 30 
buses. A, R. C. Cowmeadow, Churcham, Gloucester. 
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TENDERS 


* Denotes accepted. 

+ Denotes provisionally accepted. 

t Denotes recommended for acceptance. 

§ Denotes accepted subject to modification. 

4 Denotes accepted by Government Depart- 
ments. 

Ayrshire.—22 houses by the contractors’ own archi- 
tects, at Greenock-rd. site: *Mactaggart & Mickel, 
Ltd., 107, West Regent-st., Glasgow, £70,000. 

Beverley.—38 houses and 8 garages at Swinemvor 
ra for TC: *J. H. Stanton, Ltd., 40, Symons-st., 
Hull. 

Birmingham.—12 shops and 14 dwellings, Wood- 
cock Hill estate, Bartley Green, for City C: *Geo. 
Stubbings, Ltd., £59,825. 18 shops and 20 dwellings, 
Wychall Farm estate, for City C: *Geo. Stubbings, 
Ltd., £86,460. 

British Railways (Eastern Region).—The Eastern 
Region announce that the undermentioned contracts 
have been placed: *Messrs. R. Ridd & Son (Con- 
tractors), Ltd., 153, Billet-la., Hornchurch, Essex, 
cleaning and painting stations, goods yards, offices, 
signal boxes, signals and bridges, Bruce-gr. to En- 
field Town Station, Angel-rd. Junction to Edmonton 
Junction and Bury-st. Junction to Chestnut Junction. 

“Messrs. Tersons, Ltd., builders and contractors, 4, 
Dollis-pk., N3, remedial measures to slips, remodel- 

ing drains, blanketing of track, etc., in the Ipswich 
listrict. *Messrs. William Sindall, [td., Gloucester- 
st., Cambridge, construction of s and Cc. refettling 
shop and foundations for crane gantries for central 
permanent way depot at Chesterton junction. 
*Messrs. Craven Bros. (Manchester), Ltd., Vauxhall 
works, Reddish, Stockport, supply and delivery of 
yne ‘*‘ Craven’’ electrically driven 4-ft. faceplates 
heavy duty carriage and wagon wheel lathe with flat 
top type of tool rest and electrical equipment for 
— Mills wagon shops. *The Freeman Heating 

. Ltd.. 314-314a, Balham High-rd., SW17, supply 
Pt installation of heating system in wagon ‘shop at 
Sheffield-Grimesthorpe. *Messrs. W. & C. French, 
Ltd., Buckhurst Hull, Essex, blanketing of up and 
down electric lines between Gidea Park and Harold 
Wood. *Messrs. W. & C. French, Ltd., Buckhurst 
Hill, Essex, blanketing of formation under up electric 
line and provision of drains on down side between 
Gidea Park and Harold Wood. *Messrs. Wellerman 
Bros., Ltd., Dun-st., Sheffield, 3, construction of new 
culvert at Beighton station. *Messrs. Samuel Butler 
& Co., Ltd., Albion Works, Stanningley, Leeds, 
reconstruction of portion of superstructure of under- 
line bridge No. 1675 carrying the up line over River 
Tiffey between Wymondham and Kinberley Park. 

Cardiff.—Cardiff Arms Park—foundation and 
drainage in respect of the new south stand of Welsh 
Rugby Union & Cardiff Athletic Club: *Davies, 
Middleton & Davies, Ltd., Cardiff, in conjunction 
with Messrs. W. S. Atkins & Ptnrs.. consulting 
engineers, 6, Park-pl., Cardiff. 

Chesterfield.—Erection of workshops and garages 
at Elder-way for Chesterfield and District Co- 
operative Society, Ltd.: *CWS, Ltd., Building 
Department, Vere-st., Salford. 

Easington (Co. Durham).—26 houses on the Mount 
Pleasant housing estate: *J. Clark & Son, Gregson- 
ter., Seaham. ; 

Easington.—10 houses in Salters-la., Shotton Col- 
liery: *R. J. Edwards & Co., Eden-ter., Durham-rd., 
Sunderland. 

Gateshead.—Factory in Park-rd. for Jackson the 
Tailor, Ltd., Clayton-st., Newcastle-on-Tyne. Archi- 
tects, Stephenson, Gillis & Ptnrs., 2, Saville-chmbrs., 
Newcastle-on-Tyne: *Shield Bros.. Swalwell. Co. 
Durham, £200,000. 

Hambleden.—18 houses and 4 flats at the allotment 
site, Wonersh, for | 
R. Holford & Co. Ltd.. Walnut Tree-close, 


Guildford .. £31,748 
Orchard & Peer (London). Ltd., 32, 
Leopold-rd., SW . 31,706 


*Godalming iailding aia Construction Co. . 
Ltd., Langham Trading Estate, Godal- 
ming a oe pm er a -. 30,580 

Deeks & Steere, Ltd., Meadrow, Godalming 
(later withdrawn) . 28,577 
Hensingham (Cumberland). —Conversion of Home- 

wood House into 41 bed tuberculosis unit for New- 

castle Hospital Board, ‘‘ Dunira,’’ Osborne-rd., 

Newcastle-on-Tyne. P. My Knighton, Board’s chief 

re *Thomas Armstrong, Ltd., Cockermouth, 

£27,473. 

Jarrow (Co. Durhani).—98 houses and 24 garages 
at Calf Close-la., and 10 houses at Simonside-view. 
for the TC Boro’ E, H. W. T. Perkins. Town Hall: 
*Direct labour. 

Lanes.—Following for EC:—Laboratory and divi- 
sion room at Prescot Grammar School: *A. McColl 
& Son (Builders), Ltd., St. Helens, £8,695. Erection 
of kitchen and dining room at Farnworth Harper 
Green County’Secondary School: *E. F. Davis, Ltd., 
Farnworth, £10,835. Erection of Middleton Langley 
school clinic: *Parker & Calvert, Ltd., Heywood. 
£12,053. 

Leeds.—Dwellings for TC: (112 at Roman-ave. 
Estate): *Harlow & Milner, Ltd., Warren-yd., 
Warrengate, Wakefield, £138,568. (S50 at Mount 
Estate, Highfield) *Direct labour, £60,990. (3-store 
block of 12 flats at New Carlton Estate) *West 
Sons (Leeds), Ltd., 34, Lincoln-rd., Leeds, £21,156. 
(12 at Seacroft Estate) *Direct labour, £14,723. 

LCC.—Construction at Waltham estate, Lambeth, 
of a five-storey block of 20 flats. The rates and prices 
in the bills of quantities for the work (contract A) 
will be used to value the cost of another five-storey 
block of 20 flats. together with 47 tenants’ stores 
(contract B). Seven tenders were received, the 
amounts for contract A being as follows: 


THE BUILDER 


M. Howard (Mitcham), Fe es .. £57,730 
Norman Sinclair, Ltd., Ealing ; 56,989 
F. Troy & Co., Ltd., Lambeth .. . 56,482 
J. Lawson & Co., Ltd.. Acton ba -- 55,344 


Rowley Bros., Ltd., Tottenham 
A. T. Rowley (London), Ltd., 
*G. Ward (Ealing), Ltd., Ealing ae 

The architect’s comparable estimate is ” £50, 817. 
LCC propose to accent the lowest tender and on this 
basis the estimated cost of the work in contract B 
is £51,800 and of the whole work, including the 
laying out of gardéns and incidental expenses, is 
£113,800. 

LCC.—Adaptation and extension of Cordwainers 
technical college (Bethnal Green). Tenders for the 
work on either or both of two bases were invited 
from ten firms. Under basis A the contract would 
allow for fluctuations in wages and costs of materials, 
and under Basis B for fluctuations in wages only. Nine 
tenders were received as follows: 


ae 52, 
Tottenham 50, 848 
50, "669 


Basis £ 

Ashby & Horner, Ltd., City of London A _ 91,548 
Marshall Andrew & Co., Ltd., West- 

minster .. .. B 91,668 
Marshall Andrew & Co., Ltd., West- 

minster .. .. A 86,982 
Tersons, Ltd., Finchley. . B 86,666 
Tersons, Ltd., Finchley.. - A 85,166 
J. Jarvis & Sons, Ltd., ‘Lambeth B 86,549 
J. Jarvis & Sons, Ltd., Lambeth A 83,221 
Rush & Tompkins, Lid., Sidcup A 81,826 
Thomas & Edge, Ltd., "Woolwich A 81,810 
H. Fairweather & Co., Ltd., Muswell 

Hill .. A 79,847 
W. I. Marston & Son, Ltd., Fulham .. B 79,842 
W. I. Marston & Son, Ltd., Fulham .. A 79,842 


*S. A. Gregory (Builders and Con- 

tractors), Ltd., Westminster £77,978 

The comparable estimate of Mr. Vivian Levett, 
ARIBA, the architect responsible for the scheme, is 
£79,476 on basis A. 

LCC.—Construction at Kender estate extension, 
Deptford, of 60 flats in three five-storey blocks, 44 
maisonettes in three four-storey, blocks and seven 
houses, together with 56 tenants’ stores, a toddlers’ 
play space and an estate workshop. The rates and 
prices in the bills of quantities for two of the blocks 
(contract A) will be used to value the cost of the 
other work (two blocks in contract B and two blocks 
and seven houses in contract C). Eight tenders were 
ag the amounts for contract A being as follows: 
F. Troy & Co., Ltd., Lambeth re £97,806 
The Bunting Construction €a., Etd., Lam- 


> 


beth 93,549 
Wilson Lovatt & Sons, Ltd., "Westminster. . 86,596 
M Gleeson (Contractors), Ltd., North 

Cheam .. 85,829 
C. Bryant & Son, Ltd., Westminster .. 85,724 
A. T. Rowley (London), Ltd., Tottenham .. 85,441 
Walter Lawrence & Son, Ltd., Finsbury 82,900 
*Rowley Bros., Ltd., Tottenham 82,138 


The architect’s comparable estimate is ” £82, 998, 
and LCC propose to accept the lowest tender. On 
the basis of the prices in the lowest tender the esti- 
mated cost of the work in contract B is £59,801 and 
that in contract C £97,073. The estimated cost of the 
whole development, including the laying out of 
gardens, and incidental expenses, is £263,830. 

Liverpool.—Erection of new dock shed at Alexandra 
No. 1 Branch Dock for Mersey Docks and Harbour 
Board: *J. Gerrard & Sons, Ltd., Swinton. near 
Manchester. 

§London (Admiralty).—Particulars of contracts over 
£1,000 in value:— 

Durham: Stee!-framed partition. *J. S. Earnshaw, 
Ltd., Castlegate, Stockton-on-Tees. 

qLondon (Air Ministry).—Contracts to the value 
of £500 or over for the two weeks ended June 

Building work: Stanley Hugh Leach, Ltd., 231-231a, 
Yeading-la., Hayes, Middx; — eS Watson, 
Led., SE, Great King-st., Edinburgh, 3; E. Bowman 
& Sons, Cherryholt-rd., Stamford. Lincs;.A. Rich- 
mond & Sons, West-st., Retford. Notts. Strengthen- 
ing and widening of runways: W. & C. French, Ltd., 
Epping New-rd., Buckhurst Hill, Essex. Completion 
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of runways, taxi-ways, etc.: Tarmac, Ltd., Ettingshall, 
Wolverhampton. Resurfacing etc., runways: Chitten- 
den & Simmons, Ltd., Ditton-place, Larkfield, Maid- 
stone, Kent. Heating and ventilating services: 
Brightside Foundry & Eng. Co., Ltd., Craven House, 
Northumberland-ave., WC2. Heating services: Walter 
Cowen, Ltd., Souldern-rd., W14; Edward Deane & 
Beal, Ltd., Temple-chbrs., Temple-ave. -» ECA. 
Waterproofing of huts: Lioyd Roofing Eng. Co., 
Rowlands-rd., Yardley, Birmingham, 26. Artificers’ 
work: R. Corben & Son, Ltd., 2, Pelham-st., Hast- 
ings, Sussex; Peter Conlon, Ltd., $80, Stretford-rd., 
Old Trafford, Manchester, 16; "Arthur Stephenson 
(Harrogate), Ltd., Hookstone’ Chase, Harrogate, 
Yorks; Glyn Davies Kidwelly, Ltd., Pinged Hill, 
Kidwelly, Carmarthenshire. Construction of pro- 
tective_ walling to hardstandings: Tarslag, Ltd., 
Bowesfield-la., Stockton-on-Tees, Co. Durham. 

London (Metropolitan Police).—Results of tenders 
for Metropolitan Police building works:— 

External and_ interior decorations, Wanstead- 
d., *Robinson Bros., £697; internal and external re- 
decoration, Surbiton Police Station, *L. Bailey, £618; 
new bathroom and kitchen, etc., Bow PS MQs, *E. 
Kilburn, £1,061; external and internal minor repairs, 
North Woolwich PS, *E. Kilburn, £870; external and 
internal redecorating and repairs, Forest Gate 
MQs, *Robinson Bros., £588 


{London (War Dept.).—Contracts placed by War 
Department for week ended May 21:— 

Belfast: Miscellaneous, Wm. McMullan & Son, 
Belfast. Buckinghamshire: Roadwork, Sparkes Bros., 
Ltd., Feltham. Devonshire: Miscellaneous, W. Sanders 
& Son, South Molton. Essex: Miscellaneous, E. E. 
Cross & Son, Gidea Park; building work, J. C. 
Flaxman & Sons, Ltd., Southend-on-Sea; miscel- 
laneous, J. Moss & Son, Ltd., Colchester; reinforced 


concrete work, F. Mowle, Ltd., Leigh-on-Sea. 
Hereford : Roadwork, Val De Travers Asphalte 
Paving Co., Ltd., Birmingham. Northamptonshire: 


Miscellaneous, Adkins & Shaw (Builders and Con- 


tractors), Ltd., Northampton. Northumberland: 
Painting and decorating, A. Hector Grabham, Ltd., 
Sunderland. Nottinghamshire: | Roadwork, 


Leicester Construction Co., Ltd., Leicester. Leicester- 
shire: Eradication of woodworm and wood preserva- 


tion, W. A. Soars, Loughborough. Shropshire: 
Building work, Sir A. McAlpine & Son, Ltd., 
Wolverhampton. Staffordshire: Re-roofing, Man- 


chester Slate Co., Ltd., Manchester. Surrey: Building 
work, a F. Cull, Guildford. fm Building 
work, Chivers & Sons, Ltd., Devizes. York- 
shire: + it work, C. Chapleo & Sons, Leyburn; 
roadwork, D. Wood & Co., Ltd., Yeadon. 

qLondon (War Dept.).—Contracts placed by War 
Dept. for week ended June 4:— 

Hampshire: Roadwork, Anglo American Asphalt 
Co., Ltd., London. Kent: Roadwork, H. V. Smith & 
Co., Ltd., London. Lincolnshire: Miscellaneous,. 


Clayton & Thornhill, Ltd., Gainsborough. London: 
Electrical installations, T. Clarke & Co., Ltd., 
London. Nottinghamshire: Painting and decorating, 


T. Smith, Nottingham. Shropshire: Miscellaneous, E. 
Williams & Sons, Norton Canes. Somerset: Miscel- 
laneous, A. Hoskins & Sons (Street), Ltd., Street. 
Surrey: Supply and lay turves, G. — & Sons, Ltd., 
Farnham; painting and decorating, W. T. Pickering & 
Sons, Ltd., Watford. Warwick: Heating, T. E. Talbot, 
Burslem. West Lothian: Building work, N. Thomson 
Dalkeith. Wiltshire: Roadwork, W. & J. Glossop, 
Ltd., Exeter. 

Matlock.—Development of shopping centre at the- 
Firs Estate: *J. W. Wildgoose & Sons, Ltd., Matlock. 

Newcastle under Lyme.—Additions to office block. 
at Lower Millhouse-la. for BTH Co., Ltd.: *Sir 
Robert McAlpine & Sons, Ltd., London. 

Northants.—Erection of Roade Secondary Modern 
School for EC: *Tersons, Ltd., London. 

North Shields.—Additions to the Percy Main 
garage of the Tynemouth and District Transport Co., 
Ltd. Architect, R. C. Cowmeadow, Churcham, 
Gloucester: *Bewley & Scott, Ltd., Dunston-on-Tyne. 

Nuneaton.—65 houses at Abbotsford-rd. and 16 
bungalows at rear of Hearty Goodfellows, Arbury- 
rd., for TC: *Trusteel Co., Ltd., London. 

Oswestry. houses at Gobowen for RDC: 
*Gregory Housing, Ltd., Worthing, Sussex. 

Prescot.—Erection of 50 houses, St. James estate, 
for UDC *Gregory Construction (North Western), 
Ltd., 37, Hope-st., Liverpool, 

Preston.—Extensions at Larches County Primary 
School for EC: *L. Yates. Ribble Bank Mills, River- 
st.. Preston. 

Ripley.—28 houses, Bullbridge estate, for UDC. 
Scheme No. A (14 houses). tJ. Moorhouse, 16, 
Ford-ave., Loscoe, Derbys, £18,844. Scheme No. B 
(14 houses) tMessrs. J. Milward & Sons, Market-pl., 
Belper, Derbys, £18,471. 

Salford.—Erection of new branch library at Stott- 
la. for TC: *Wm. Fearnley & Sons, Ltd., Constance 
Works, Eccles New-rd., Salford. 

Salisbury (Wilts).—Main buildings of the attested 
cattle section of the new market on the Scamells-rd. 
on for City C: *A. J. Dunning & Sons, Ltd., 

Scaee Valley (Northumberland).—¢4 houses on 
the Seghill Station housing estate for the UDC. 
Surveyor, T. W. Burgess: *A. Lisle & Sons, Culler- 
coats (38 houses). *A. Robertson & Co., East Park- 
view, Blyth (26 houses). 

Settle.—10 houses at Ingleton and 4 at Horton-in- 
Ribblesdale for RDC: *K: R. J. Construction Co.. 
Ltd., 20, Balmoral-rd., Lancaster. 

Scottish Special Housing Association, Ltd.—Con- 
—— placed. during the period April 20 to May 18, 
1 





House Erection: 
Brig o” Turk, Perthshire (4 Hall), Alex. Hall & 
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Son, Ltd., Granitehill-rd., Aberdeen. all trades. 
Inchinnan Bridge, Renfrew (2 Traditional), A. M. 
Tweedie & Co., Ltd., 44-52, Bilbao-st., Glasgow, 
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fencing. Kenmore, Taymouth Castle, Perthshire (3 
Traditional), Wardrope & Watson, Prieston-rd., 
Bankfoot, brick; A. B. Kennedy i Son, Atholl-rd., 
Pitlochry, joiner; Byard & Co., Havmarket- 
terr., Edinburgh, plumber; Alex. aati 4, St. Paul’s- 
sq., Perth, plaster; D. A. Rodger, Milton Cottage, 
Aberfeldy, slating and roughcast; James Thow, Litd., 
141, Nethergate, Dundee, glazier. Newdyke, Kirkin- 
tilloch (54 flats), Barnet & Morton, High-st., Kirk- 
caldy, house fencing. Broomieknowe, Rutherglen (34 


Traditional), Wm. Prentice & Son, Caledonian 
Works, Larkhall, handrails. aidenpark, Bo’ness 
(26 houses), South of Scotland’ Electricity Board, 
electric. Forehill-rd., Ayr (88 Blackburn), Blackburn 
(Dumbarton), Ltd., Castle-rd., Dumbarton, all 
trades. Glengap, Kirkcudbright (6 Traditional), 


Katherines-gate, Dumfries, 
electrical wiring. White-st., Whitburn (36 Unitroy), 
South of Scotland Electricity Services, electric. 
Branchton, Greenock (156 Blackburn), Blackburn 
(Dumbarton), Ltd., Castle-rd., Dumbarton, all 
trades. Kirkhall, Ardrossan (50 Traditional), David 
Reid, 44, Byres-rd., Kilwinning, carpenter and joiner. 
Moncur-rd., Kilwinning (6 Traditional), Scottish Gas 
Board, Kilwinning District Gas Works, Irvine, gas. 
Bendarroch, Dumbartonshire (72 Lawrence), A. M. 
Tweedie & Co., 44-52, Bilbao-st., Glasgow, fencing. 
Kenmore, Taymouth Castle (3 Traditional), Mackay 
Decorators, Ltd., 18, Main-st., Perth, paint. Hay- 
field, Lerwick (6 Traditional), W. Fraser & Partners, 
Ltd., Lerwick, all trades. Park Farm, Port Glasgow 
- Stuart), Northern Sports Ground Construction 
Young-st.-la., So., Edinburgh, fencing and hand- 
— Faifley, Clydebank (352 Various), James Miller 
& Partners, Ltd., Edinburgh, all trades. Mastrick, 
Aberdeen (100 Dunedin), Alexander Hall & Son, 
Ltd., Granitehill-rd., Aberdeen, all trades. Glena- 
chulish, Argyll (2 Traditional), Blackburn (Dum- 
barton), Ltd., Dumbarton, all trades, fire damage 
repairs. Mains of Fintry, Dundee (54 Dunedin), 
Alliance Construction Co., Ltd., Ward-rd., Dundee, 
all trades. Mains of Fintry, Dundee (1,386 Various), 
North of Scotland Hydro-Electric Board, Dundee, 
earthing electric wires of houses. Moncur-rd., Kil- 
winning (6 Traditional), SW Scotland Electricity 
Board, Kilmarnock, electrical. Sweetbank, Markinch 
(30 Dunedin), R. Ballantine, Castleheggie, Markinch, 
boundary fencing. Bilston, Midlothian (20 Tradi- 
tional), SE Scotland Electricity Board, Musselburgh, 
electric. 
Work undertaken by Association’s DLO:— 
Site Servicing: 
Forehill-rd., Ayr (325 approx.), Ist stage. 


Robison & Davidson, St. 


Balerno, 
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Midlothian (44 no-fines), culverting of burn (supple- 
mentary). Ratho Station, Midlothian (120 various), 
road and footpath surfacing. Toryglen, Glasgow 
(128 no-fines multi-storey flats), site servicing. Mains 
of Fintry, Dundee (168 3-storey no-fines flats), Ist 
stage. 

Maintenance: 

Douglas, Lanarkshire (64 timber), J. Barrie & Co., 
100, Windmiilhill-st., Motherwell, maintenance paint- 
work. Toryglen, Glasgow (various), The Limmer & 
Trinidad Asphalt Co., 4, Woodside-pl., Glasgow, 
remedial works to roads and footpaths. Office, 1, 
Duke-st., Glasgow, John Grant & Son, Ltd., 852, 
Argyle-st., Glasgow, paint. 

Shrewsbury.—128 houses and 8 bungalows, Crow- 
moor and Judith Butts-gdns., for BC. Engineer: A. T. 
Morris, MICE. Quantities by, Henry Vale & Sons, 
Wolverhampton: *M. A. Boswell (Contractors), Ltd., 
School-st., Wolverhampton, £190,579 

Stanley (Co. Durham).—50 houses at South Stanley 
for the UDC: *Direct labour. 

Wallsend.—Infants’ school on the Low Willington 
Farm Estate, High Howdon, for the EC: *Carruthers 
& Son, 1 Heugh-ter., South Shields, £42,025. 

Walsall.—Erection of 3 shops with living accom- 
modation at Alumwell-rd. Estate for TC: *United 
Constructions (Walsall), Ltd., 54, Green-la., Walsall, 


Warwickshire.—Following for CC:—Erection of 
Kingshurst East County Infants School:* J. R. Dea- 
con, Ltd., Lombard-st., Lichfield. Kingshurst Hall 
West County Junior and Infants Schools, Coleshill: 
*Cawood Wharton & Co., Ltd., London Day Special 
School at Nuneaton: *Geo. Wimpey & Co., Ltd., 
London. 

Whitehaven.—50 ‘‘ Easiform ’’ houses with roads 
and sewers on the Homewood housing scheme for 


the TC: *John Laing & Sons, Dalston-rd., Carlisle. 
Winchester (Hants.).—Slaughterhouse at Winnall 
for City C: *Hampshire Contractors, Ltd., £16,533. 


Wolverhampton.—Rebuilding of Fg at Mark- 
st. for Roberts. Sparrow & Co.: Griffiths & 
Sons, Ltd., Thomas-st., Sacee. 

Wrexham.—Erection of fire station for Denbighs 
CC: *Wm. Gittins (Contractors), Ltd., Johnstown, 
Wrexham, £37,819. 

Upholland.—16 houses at Highgate Estate for 
UDC: "5. Liptrot & Co., Ltd., Brook-la., 
Pemberton, Lancs, £19,624. 

York.—Old people’s hostel, 
Cc. Architect, Mr. E. Firth, 
*Sorrell (York), Ltd., 95, Heworth-village, 
£33,369. 

-York.—38 houses, Don-ave., St. Leonard’s-pl., for 
City C. Architect, Mr. E. Firth, FRIBA, AMTPI: 
ae | a & Son, Ltd., Blue Bridge-la., York. 


Acomb-rd., for City 
FRIBA, AMTPI: 
York, 
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